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T  H  E 


H  E  Subflance  of  the  following 
Pages  has  been  tartly  ext  tabled 
trorn  Papers,  wrote  fame  Tears 
ago  with  another  view ;  and 
fartly  put  together  fl„ce  our  prefent  appre- 
henfions  of  a  Peftilence  from  abroad  ;  The 
Enumeration  offomanyCauJes  ofaPtMemci, 
or  It  tee  Changes, as  have  no  immediate  Relation  to 
the  prefent  Cafe, may  t  a  fame  perhaps  feem  Super- 
fluous-,  but  my  deflgn  hereby  hath  been  only  the 
better  to  ^  inculcate  a  right  under  far.  ding  of  a 
Contagion,  which  is  the  lafl  Confeqaence,  and 
htgheft  degree  of  Aggravation,  they  are  capable 
of  rifwg  to-,  and  gradually  to  lead  Per  fans,  not 
veil  accu flowed  to  fuch  Matters,  from  the  more 
obvious,  to  the  more  fecret  means  of  hnmim 
fuch  terrible  Changes  into  our  Conflitutiom.  * 
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What  relates  to  fetch  precautionary  Means 
for  cur  Security ,  again jl  the  IrfeBion  now 
abroad,  as  concerns  the  Magi  fir  ate ,  I  have  pre¬ 
fumed  to  fay  but  very  little  to;  becauje  that 
has  been  under  the  direction  of  much  abler 
Judges;  yet  what  I  have  ventured  to  fuggefe 
concerning  a  Regulation  in  the  Bills  of  Mor¬ 
tality,  1  cannot  forbear  being  Jo  partial  to 
as  to  rvijfj  it  may  be  duly  confidered,  by  Per  for 
pf  mere  Comp  a fs  and  Penetration  in  fuch  mat¬ 
ters  ;  and  it  has  been  much  my  concern  not  to 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  Communicating  it 
in  a  more  private  manner  to  Perfons ?  whofe 
Authority  might  have  given  it  greater  weight ; 
hecaufe,  be  fide  s  the  advantages  immediately  pro - 
pofed  to  be  anfevered  from  it  under  our  prefent 
dpprehenfeonsy  I  cannot  hut  conceive  it  to  be 
applicable  to  a  great  many  other  ufeful  Ends , 
as  evert  curious  and  tnauifitive  P  erf  on  may 
eajlly  apprehend , 


Becauje  the  Antidotes  and  Medicines  c om¬ 
nium  cate  d  by  Dr,  Hodges,  are  for  the  mofi 
part  cbjolete,  I  have  ventured  to  add  fome 
Formulas  more  fait  able  to  the  modern  Practice^ 

and 
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stnd  more  eafy  to  be  procured  from  the  prefent 
Stock  of  officinal  Compositions  :  But  all  the  fa 
1  fubmit  to  bs  complied  with ?  or  altered 5  as 
different  Exigencies  may  require 9  or  as  better 
Judges  may  think  fit. 

I  find  that  fame  general  Directions  on  this 
Subject  are  liable  to  mifconftruCHons 5  ejpecially 
by  fuch  who  are  willing  to  underjland  things 
in  a  wrong  Senfe  ;  by  which  means  Difputes 
are  raifed  about  the  ufe  of  Alexipharmicks, 
Fumigations,  Fires,  and  other  general  Topics , 
which  have  little  other  Foundation ,  than  a 
wilful  mifapprehenfion  ;  for  it  cannot  be  ima¬ 
gined^  that  thefe  are  either  good  or  bad  in  all 
Circumfiances ;  but  that  they  require  the 
Conduct  and  Direction  of  able  Judges ,  as 
particular  Occajions  or  Symptoms  demand  or 
forbid  them . 

But  of  all  the  Excurfions  and  Particula¬ 
rities^  in  which  fame  are  fond  of  indulging 
them] elves ,  I  cannot  think  any  jo  extravagant 
and  blame  able ,  as  Hypothefesy  and  drawing  Con¬ 
ferences  of  Practice  from  fuppoftitious  Princi¬ 
ples  :  The  Theory  of  Medicine  abhors  any  fuch 

delufory 
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delufory  Foundations ,  and  requires  the  fever itj 
of  Demonft ration  from  Faffs,  and  the  known 
Properties  of  Matter ;  and  more  ejpecially  does 
the  Necejfties  we  are  now  under  of  firming 
againjl  the  mofl  powerful  Enemy ,  call  for  Jf 
ft fiances  of  a  more  certain  Nature  *  yet  either 
from  the  want onnejf  ?s  of  a  light  Imagination, and 
a  falfe  Philojophy  ;  or  from  a  Vanity  to  be 
taken  Notice  of  the  Publick  has  upon  this  fad 
Occafwn  been  amufed  with  the  Figments  and 
Conceits  of  Natural  if  s,  who  from  the  CafuaU 
ties  and  Difemperatures  incident  to  Plants 

3 

and  other  inanimate  Productions  of  Nature , 
have  drawn  Concluftons  to  jupport  very  wild 
Conjectures  concerning  alike  Procedure  in  the 
Difeafes  peculiar  to  Mankind. 
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THE 

R  E  F 

T  may  be  needlefs  to  acquaint 
the  Reader  with  any  Mo¬ 
tives  for  the  Publication  of 
the  following  Sheets  at  this 
Time ;  The  Alarm  we 
have  of  late  been  juflly  under  from  a 
mojl  terrible  Dejiroyer  in  a  neighbouring 
Kingdom ,  very  naturally  calls  for  all  pcfji- 
ble  Precautions  again Jl  its  Invafion  and 
Progrefs  here  ;  infomuch  that  the  meanefi 
Helps  to  this  End  ought  to  be  contributed , 
sis  they  may  prove  Jerv  ice  able  in  Jorne 

Exi- 
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Exigencies  or  others  and  I  cannot  but  be 
fomewhat  pleafed,  that  my  Intentions  to 
this  Purpofe ,  from  the  following  Tranfd - 
tion,  have  fo  far  proved  acceptable,  that 
Two  Impreffions  of  it  have  been  taken  off 
in  a  very  fbort  Time . 

THE  following  Treatife  of  Dr. 
Hodges  contains  the  beH  Account  of  the 
late  Vifitation  by  a  Plague  here  in  En¬ 
gland,  of  any  hitherto  extant  ;  although 
fome  Readers  may  obferve ,  that  his  Style 
and  Perfpicuity  have  been  very  much 
hurt  by  the  Enthufiaflick  Strain  of  thofe 
Times  wherein  he  wrote ;  fuch  an  Influence 
had  the  Spirit  of  Delufion ,  even  over 
Matters  of  Science  :  However ,  the  moH 
affected  Peculiarities  and  Luxuriances  of 
that  kind  are  fo  much  avoided ,  that  I 
flatter  my  felf  with  having  made  the 
Tranflation  much  more  pleafant  and  intelli » 
oible  than  the  Original,  even  to  a  Learned 

«i>  i~>  ' 
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THE  Revival  of  this  Treatife,  and 
the  common  Inclination  to  he  informed  con¬ 
cerning  this  Subject,  on  the  prefent  Occa¬ 
sion,  have,  1  perceive,  drawn  out  many 
Things  into  Light,  which  have  had  a  long 
Repofe  in  Duft  and  Oblivion-,  hut  the 
Authors  of  juch  Dfcovtries  feem  to  have 
had  more  Regard  to  the  Gratification  of 
particular  Rejentments,  than  to  any  laudable 
Purpofes  to  Jerve  the  Publick;  and  have 
taken  more  Pains  in  their  Prefaces  tothrujl 
themf elves  into  Confideration,  by  a  very  ill 
Treatment  of  their  Betters,  than  by  any 
real  Jffiftances  againjl  the  common  Dan¬ 
ger  :  But  an  ordinary  Reader  may  eafily 
difiinguifh  the  froward  Petulances  of  an 
invidious  Temper,  and  the  Itch  of  Contra¬ 
diction  ;  from  true  Merit,  and  the  generoui 
Communication  of  ujeful  Kjiowleage. 
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LOIMOLOGIA. 


O  R,  A  N 


ACCOUNT,  &e. 


EGTION  L 

Of  the  Rife  and  Progref  of  the  late 
Plague* 


H  E  Plague  which  we  are  now 
to  give  an  Account  of,  dif- 
covered  the  Beginnings  of  itg 
future  Cruelties,  about  the 
Clofe  of  the  Year  1664. :  for 
at  that  Seafon  two  or  three  Perfons  died 
fuddenly  in  one  Family  at  Weftminfter ,  at- 
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tended  with  fuch  Symptoms/  as  mam- 
feftly  declared  their  Origin :  Hereupon 
iome  timerous  Neighbours,  under  Appre- 
henfions  of  a  Contagion,  removed  into  the 
City  of  London ,  who  unfortunately  carried 
along  with  them  the  peftilential  Taint  j 
whereby  that  Difeafe,  which  was  before 
in  its  Infancy,  in  a  Family  or  two,  hid¬ 
den!  y  got  Strength,  and  fpread  Abroad 
its  fatal  Poifons  •,  and  meerly  for  Want  of 
confining  the  Perfons  fir  ft  feized  with  it, 
the  whole  City  was  in  a  little  Time  irre¬ 
coverably  infeffed.  Not  unlike  what  hap¬ 
pened  the  Year  following,  when  a  fmall 
Spark,  from  an  unknown  Caufe,  for  Want 
of  timely  Care,  increafed  to  fuch  a  Flame, 
that  neither  the  Tears  of  the  People,  nor 
the  Profufion  of  their  Thames ,  coukl  ex- 
tinguilh  ^  and  which  laid  Waft  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  City  in  three  Days  Time : 
And  therefore  as  there  happens  to  be 
no  great  Difference  between  thefe  two 
grievous  Calamities,  this  Mention  of  them 
together  may  not  be  improper }  and  the 
more  efpecially,  becaufe  by  a  like  irrefift- 
able  Fate  from  a  Fever  and  a  Conflagra¬ 
tion,  both  the  Inhabitants  and  their  Houfes 
were  reduc’d  to  Aihes. 


BUT 
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BUT  as  foon  as  it  was  rumoured  a- 
tnongff  the  common  People,  who  are 
always  enough  aftdnifhed  at  any  Thing 
new,  that  the  Plague  was  in  the  City* 
it  is  impoffible  to  relate  what  Accounts 
were  fpread  of  its  Fatality,  and  well  were 
it,  had  not  the  Prefages  been  fo  ominous; 
every  one  predided  its  future  Devaluations* 
and  terrified  each  other  with  Re^> 
membrances  of  a  former  Peftilence ;  for 
it  was  a  received  Notion  amongft  the 
common  People*  that  the  Plague  vifited 
E/7^  ld?2ci  once  in  T wenty  Years  ;  as  if  after 
a  certain  Interval,  by  fome  inevitable  Ne~ 
cefiity,  it  muff  return  again.  But  although 
this  Conceit,  how  well  foever  juftify’d  by 
pafi:  Experiences,  did  not  fo  much  obtain 
with  Perfons  of  more  Judgment,  yet  this 
inay  be  affirmed,  that  it  greatly  contri- 
buted,  amongft  the  Populace,  both  to  pro¬ 
pagate  and  inflame  the  Contagion,  by  the 
ftrong  Imprefixons  it  made  upon  their 
Minds. 

AND  thefe  frightful  Apprehenfidns  Were’ 
not  a  little  increafed  by  the  Predictions 
of  Aftrologers,  from  the  Conjunctions  of 
Stars,  and  the  Appearances  of  Comets ; 
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for  although  but  little  Regard  was  given 
to  fuch  Things  by  Perfons  of  Thought, 
yet  Experience  daily  Ihewed,  what  Influ¬ 
ence  they  had  with  the  meaner  Sort,  whofe 
Spirits  being  manifeftly  funk  by  fuch  Fears, 
rendered  their  Conftitutions  lefs  able  to 
refill  the  Contagion.  Whofoever  duly  con- 
fiders  it,  can  never  imagine  that  this  Pefti- 
lence  had  its  Origin  from  any  Conjunction 
of  Saturn  and  Jupiter  in  Sagitanus  on  the 
Tenth  of  October,  or  from  a  Conjunction  of 
Saturn  and  Mars  in  the  fame  Sign  on  the 
Twelfth  of  November ,  which  was  the  com¬ 
mon  Opinion  -7  for  all  the  Good  that  happens 
during  the  like  Conjunctions  is  aflignable  to 
the  fame  Caufes. 

•  «  * 

THE  like  Judgment  is  to  be  made  of 

Comets,  how  terrible  foever  they  may  be 
in  their  AipeCts,  and  whether'  they  are 
produced  in  the  higher  Regions  from  a 
Conglomeration  of  many  Stars,  and  return- 
ins  at  certain  Periods  ;  or  whether  they 
are  lower,  and  the  Produftion  of  fulphu-* 
reous  Exhalations,  kindled  in  our  own 
Atmofphere  •  For  there  is  nothing  ftrange 
in  the  Accenfion  of  heterogeneous  Particles 
into  a  Flame,  upon  their  rapid  Occurfions 
and  Collifions  againft  each  other,  howfoever 

terrible 
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terrible  the  Tracks  of  fuch  Light  may  be 
circumftanced.  The  People  therefore  were 
frightned  without  Reafon  at  fuch  Things, 
and  the  Mifchief  was  much  more  in  the 
Predictions  of  the  Star-Gazers,  than  in 
the  Stars  themlelves:  Nothing  could  how¬ 
ever  conquer  thefe  fad  Impreffions,  fo 
powerful  were  they  amongii  the  Populace, 
who  anticipated  their  unhappy  Fate  with 
their  Fears,  and  precipitated  their  own 
Deftru&ion. 

BUT  to  pafs  by  Things  of  lefs  Mo¬ 
ment,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  a  very 
hard  Froft  begun  in  December ,  which  con¬ 
tinued  three  Months,  and  feemed  greatly 
to  deaden  the  Contagion,  and  very  few 
died  during  that  Seafon *  although  even 
then  it  was  not  extinguiihed,  for  in  the 
Middle  of  Chriftmas  Holy-Days,  I  was  called 
to  a  Young-Man  in  a  Fever,  who  after 
two  Days  Courfe  of  Alexiterial  Medicines, 
had  two  Rifings  about  the  Bignefs  of  a 
Nutmeg  broke,  out,  one  on  each  Thigh  • 
upon  Examination  of  which,  I  foon  dif- 
covered  the  Malignity,  both  from  their 
black  Hue,  and  the  Circle  round  them, 
and  pronounced  it  to  be  the  Plague ;  in 
which  Opinion  I  was  afterwards  confirmed 
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by  fubfequent  Symptoms,  although  by  God's 
Bleffing  the  Patient  recovered. 

THIS  Cafe  I  infer  t,  to  fhew  that 
this  Seafoq  did  not  wholly  dehroy  the 
Diffemper,  although  it  greatly  retrained 
it;  but  upon  the  Frofl  breaking,  the  Con¬ 
tagion  gained  Ground,  and  gradually  got  out 
of  its  Confinements ;  like  a  Flame  that 
for  feme  Time  feems  fmother’d,  and  fud- 
denly  breaks  out  with  aggravated  Fury. 

A  S  foon  as  the  Magistracy,  to  whom 
the  pubiick  Care  belonged,  law  how  the 
Contagion  daily  increafed,  and  had  now 
extended  it  felf  to  feveral  Parifhes,  an 
Order  was  immediately  iffiied  out  to  Shut 
up  all  the  inferred  Houfes,  that  neither 
Relations  nor  Acquaintance  might  unwarily 
receive  it  from  them,  and  to  keep  the 
inferred  from  carrying  it  about  with 
them. 

BUT  whether  this  Method  proved  of 
Service  or  not,  is  to  this  Day  doubtful,  and 
imfeh  difputed ;  but  however  it  is  my  Bu- 
fmefs  here  to  adhere  to  Fads,  and  relate 
the  Arguments  on  both  Sides  with  all  poilible 
Impartiality, 

I  N 
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!  N  Order  w  hereunto,  it  is  to  be  obferv’d, 
that  a  Law  was  made  for  marking  the 
Houfes  of  infe&ed  Perfons  with  a  Red 
Crofs,  having  with  it  this  Subfcription, 
LORD  HAVE  MERCY  UPON  US: 
And  that  a  Guard  Ihould  attend  there  con¬ 
tinually,  both  to  hand  to  the  Sick  the  Ne- 
celfaries  of  Food  and  Medicine,  and  to 
retrain  them  from  coming  Abroad  until 
Forty  Days  after  their  Recovery.  But 
although  the  Lord  Mayor  and  all  inferior 
Officers  readily  and  effeftually  put  thefe 
Orders  in  Execution,  yet  it  was  to  'no 
Purpofe,  for  the  Plague  more  and  more 
increafed*,  and  the  Confternation  of  thofe 
who  were  thus  feparated  from  all  Society, 
unlefs  with  the  infefted,  was  inexpreffible  *, 
and  the  difmal  Apprehenfions  it  laid  them 
under,  made  them  but  an  eafier  Prey  to 
the  devouring  Enemy.  And  this  Seclufion 
was  on  this  Account  much  the  more  in¬ 
tolerable,  becaufe  if  a  frefli  Perfon  was  feized 
in  the  .fame  Houfe  but  a  Day  before  ano¬ 
ther  had  finiflied  the  Quarantine,  it  was  to 
be  performed  over  again  ,  which  occafion’d 
fuch  tedious  Confinements  of  fick  and  well 
together,  as  fometimes  can  fed  the  Lois 
of  the  whole. 
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BUT  what  greatly  contribued  to  the 
Lofs  of  People  thus  fhut  up,  was  the 
wicked  Practices  of  Juries  (for  they  are 
not  to  be  mention’d ,  but  in  the  mof:  bitter 
Terms):  Thefe  Wretches,  out  of  Greedi- 
nefs  to  plunder  the  Dead,  would  ffrangle 
their  Patients,  and  charge  it  to  the  Di- 
temper  in  their  Throats  •  others  would 
fecretly  convey  tlie  pefhlential  Taint  from 
Sores  of  the  infefbed  to  thofe  who  were  well  ? 
and  nothing  indeed  deterred  thefe  aban¬ 
doned  Mile  reants  from  profecuting  their 
avaritious  Purpofes  by  all  the  Methods 
their  Wickednefs  could  invent  *  who,  al¬ 
though  they  were  without  Witness'  to 
a.ccufe  them,  yet  it  is  not  doubted  but 
divine  Vengeance  will  overtake  fuch  wicked 
Barbarities  with  due  Punifhment :  Nay, 
fome  were  remarkably  ftruck  from  Heaven, 
in  the  Perpetration  of  their  Crimes,  and 
one  particularly  amongft  many,  as  Ihe  was 
leaving  the  Houfe  of  a  Family,  all  dead, 
loaded  with  her  Robberies,  fell  down  dead 
under  her  Burden  in  the  Streets  :  And  the 
Gale  of  a  worthy  Citizen  was  very  re¬ 
markable,  who  being  fuppofed  dying  by 
his  Nude,  was  before-hand  Gripped  by 
her  j  but  Recovering  again,  he  came  a  fecond 

Time 
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Time  into  the  World  naked.  And  fo  many 
were  the  Artifices  of  thefe  barbarous 
Wretches,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped,  Pofterity 
will  take  Warning  how  they  truft  them 
again  in  like  Cafes  ^  and  that  their  paft  Im¬ 
punities  will  not  be  a  Means  of  bringing  on 
us  again  the  like  Judgment. 

MOREOVER,  this  fhutting  up  infe£led 
Houfes,  made  the  Neighbours  fly  from 
theirs,  who  otherwile  might  have  been  a 
Help  to  them  on  many  Accounts  *,  and  I 
verfly  believe  that  many  who  were  loR 
might  have  now  been  alive,  had  not  the 
tragical  Mark  upon  their  Doors  drove  pro¬ 
per  Affiftances  from  them. 

AND  this  is  confirmed  by  the  Exam¬ 
ples  of  other  pefiilential  Contagions,  which 

have  been  obferved  not  to  ceafe,  until  tjie 

*  - 

Doors  of  the  Sick  were  fet  open,  and  they 
had  the  Privilege  of  going  Abroad ;  of  the 
fame  Authority  is  the  Cuftom  of  other 
Nations,  who  have  due  Pvegard  to  that  Liber¬ 
ty  which  is  neceffary  for  the  Comforts  both 
of  Body  and  Mind. 

I T  now  remains  that  we  take  Notice 
of  all  that  is  of  any  Weight  on  the  other 

Side  - 
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Side  j  as  therefore  it  is  not  at  all  deemed 
cruel  to  take  off  a  mortify’d  Limb  to  fave 
the  whole,  by  a  Parity  of  Reafbn  is  the 
Conduct  of  a  Community  juftifyable,  who, 
oiit  of  a  Regard  to  the  Publick  Good,  put 
Hardihips  upon  particular  Perfons  ^  in  a 
peftilential  Contagion  therefore,  what  can 
be  of  more  immediate  Service  than  fecur- 
inoc  thofe  that  are  well  from  the  Infection  ? 
And  the  more  efpecially  in  a  Difeafe  that 
reaches  not  only  the  Body,  but  taints  the 
very  Breath  *  for  in  this  Cafe  the  infected 
Breath  poifbns  upon  the  healthful,  and 
even  at  the  Point  of  Death  endeavour  to 
diffufe  that  Venom  to  others  which  con¬ 
quer’d  them.  From  this  delirious  Pleafure 
arife  thofe  Tricks  of  tranfplanting  the 
Corruption  of  a  peftilential  Tumour  to 
another  •  not  to  fay  any  Thing  of  that 
Woman,  who  by  her  Importunities  drew 
her  unhappy  Husband  into  her  Embraces, 
which  ended  Siis  Life  with  hers. 

AGAIN,  to  take  away  all  Doubtings  in 
this  Cafe,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  what  Mo¬ 
ment  it  is,  to  fliut  up  the  Houles  of  all  thofe 
who  are  infefted,  according  to  Cuftom  *,  for 
by  this  means  a  Contagion  may  at  fir  ft  be 
ftified,  which  otherwife  would  go  beyond 

any 
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any  Remedy  •,  and  with  equal  Advantage 
might  Gun-Powder  he  fired,  if  too  much. 
Time  is  not  wafted  in  Deliberation,  before 
thefe  Things  are  put  into  Praaice. 

B  U  T  if  hereafter  a  Plague  ihould  break 
out  again,  (which  God  forbid)  with  Sub- 
miftion  to  Superiors,  I  ihould  think  it  not 
improper  to  appoint  proper  Accommodati¬ 
ons  out  of  the  City,  for  fuch  as  aie  yet  un¬ 
touched  in  infe&ed  Families;  and  who 
ihould  continue  there  for  a  ceitain  Time ; 
the  Sick  in  the  mean  while  to  be  removed  to 
convenient  Apartments  provided  onPurpofe 

for  them  :  For  by  this  Means,  that  Praaice 
fo  abhorrent  to  Religion  and  Humanity, 
even  in  the  Opinion  of  a  Mahometan ,  of  ihut- 
ting  up  the  fick  and  well  together,  would 

be  avoided* 

BUT  to  return  :  The  Infeftion  had  long 
doubtfully,  reign’d,  and  continued  through 
May  and  Ji we,  with  more  or  lets  Severity ; 
fometimes  raging  in  one  Part,  and  then  in 
another,  as  in  a  running  fort  of  Fight ;  as 
often  as  the  Number  of  Funerals  decrealed, 
great  Hopes  were  conceived  of  its  Difappear- 
ance ;  then  on  a  hidden  again  their  Increafe 

threw  all  into  Dejeftion,  as  if  the  whole  City 

was 
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was  foon  to  be  unpeopled  •  which  Uncer¬ 
tainty  gave  Advantage  to  the  Diffemper  j  be- 
caufe  Perfons  were  more  remifs  in  their  Pro- 
vifions  again#  it,  during  fuch  Fluctuation. 

I  T  mu#  not  however  be  omitted,  with 
what  Precipitation  the  trembling  Inhabitants 
left  the  City,  and  how  they  flocked  in  fuch 
Crowds  out  of  Town,  as  if  London  had  quite 
gone  out  of  it  felf,  like  the  Hurry  of  a 
fudden  Conflagration,  all  Doors  and  Paifages 
are  thronged  for  Efcape  :  And  after  the  chief 
of  the  People  were  fled,  and  thereby  the 
Nourifiiment  of  this  cruel  Enemy  had  been 
in  a  great  Meafure  taken  away,  yet  it 
raged  ffill;  and  although  it  feemed  once 
to  flay  as  Tarthians  in  their  Flight,  it  foon 
returned  with  redoubled  Fury,  and  kill’d 
not  by  flow  Paces,  but  almo#  immediately 
upon  Seizure ;  not  unlike  what  is  often  feen 
in  Battle,  when  after  fome  Skirmiflies  of 
Wings,  and  feparate  Parties,  the  main  Bo¬ 
dies  come  to  engage  *,  fo  did  this  Conta¬ 
gion  at  fir#  only  fcatter  about  its  Arrows, 

but  at  la#  covered  the  whole  City  with 
Death. 

THUS  therefore  in  the  Space  of  one  Week 
were  eight  Thoufand  Perfons  cut  off,  and 

i 
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when  Things  came  to  Extremity,  all  Helps 
were  called  in*,  fo  it  began  now  to  be 
folely  the  Magiftrates  Bufmefs,  how  to 
put  a  Stop  to  this  cruel  Devaftation,  and 
fave  fome  Part  of  the  City  at  lead:  from 
the  Grave  *,  firft  then  therefore  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Monthly  Fall  for  Publick  Prayers, 
to  deprecate  the  Anger  of  Heaven;  nor 
proved  it  in  vain,  or  were  their  Supplica¬ 
tions  altogether  fruitlefs  *,  for  if  we  have 
any  Regard  to  the  Temperature  of  the 
Seafon,  the  whole  Summer  was  refreihed 
xvith  moderate  Breezes,  fufficient  to  prevent 
the  Air’s  Stagnation  and  Corruption,  and 
to  carry  off  the  peftilential  Steams;  the 
Heat  was  likewife  too  mild  to  encourage 
fuch  Corruption  and  Fermentation,  as  helps 
to  taint  the  animal  Fluids,  and  pervert  them 
from  their  natural  State. 

THE  Government  however,  to  the  Duty 
of  Publick  Prayers,  negle&ed  not  to  add 
what  A ffi fiances  might  be  had  from  Me¬ 
dicine  ;  to  which  Purpofe  his  Majefty,  with 
the  divine  Helps,  called  in  alfo  all  that 
was  humane ;  and  by  his  Royal  Authority 
commanded  the  College  or  Phyficians  ot 
London,  jointly  to  write  fomewhat  in  Englijh 

that  might  be  a  general  Direftory  in  this 

cal  a- 
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calamitous  Exigence :  Nor  was  it  fatis- 
factory  to  that  honoured  Society  to  diF 
charge  their  Regards  for  the  Publick  in 
that  only,  but  fome  were  chofe  out  of 
their  Number,  and  appointed  particularly 
to  attend  the  infe&ed  on  all  Occaiions  e 
two  alfo  out  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen 
were  required  to  lee  this  hazardous  Task 
executed  *  fo  that  encouraged  with  all  pro¬ 
per  Means,  this  Province  was  chearfully 
undertaken,  and  all  poilibie  Caution  was 

ufed  fully  to  anfwer  the  Intention  :  but  this 
-  / 

Task  was  too  much  for  four  Perfons,  and 
Wanted  rather  the  Concurrence  of  the  whole 
Faculty  we  were  however  aihained  to  give 
it  up,  and  ufed  our  utmoft  Application  there¬ 
in  *  but  all  our  Care  and  Pains  were  eluded, 
for  the  Difeaie,  like  the  Hydras  Heads,  was 
no  fooner  extinguiihM  in  one  Family,  but  it 
broke  out  in  many  more  with  Aggravations  ; 
fo  that  in  a  little  Time  we  found  our  Task 
too  great,  and  defpaired  of  putting  an  entire 
Stop  to  the  InfeTion. 

NOR  was  there  "at  this  Time  want¬ 
ing  the  Help  of  very  great  and  worthy 
Perfons,  who  voluntarily  contributed  their 
Afiiftances  in  this  dangerous  Work  •  a~ 
mongft  the  Number  of  which,  the  learned 
I  Dr,- 
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Dr.  Glijfon,  Regius  Profeffor  at  Cambridge ,  Dr, 
Nath.  Ragety  Dr.  Wharton ,  Dr.  Berwick ,  Dr. 
Brookes^  and  many  others  who  are  yet  alive^ 
deferve  very  honourable  Mention  ^  but 
eight  or  nine  fell  in  this  Work,  who  were 
too  much  loaded  with  the  Spoils  of  the 
Enemy  $  and  among#  whom  was  Dr.  Conyers , 
whofe  Goodnefs  and  Humanity  claim  an 
honourable  Remembrance  with  all  who  fur- 
vive  him. 

» 

AFTER  then  all  Endeavours  to  reftrain 
the  Contagion  proved  of  no  Effeft,  we  applied 
our  felves  altogether  to  the  Care  of  the  dif- 
ealed  j  and  in  the  Profecution  of  which,  it 
may  be  affirmed  without  Boafling,  no  Ha¬ 
zards  to  our  felves  were  avoided :  But  it  is 
incredible  to  think  how  the  Plague  raged 
among#  the  common  People,  infomuch  that 
it  came  by  fome  to  be  called  the  Boors  Blague  , 
yet  although  the  more  opulent  had  left  the 
Town,  and  it  was  almo#  left  uninha¬ 
bited,  the  Commonalty  that  were  left  felt 
little  of  Want ;  for  their  Neceffities  were 
relieved  with  a  Profufion  of  good  Things 
from  the  Wealthy,  and  their  Poverty  was 
fupported  with  Plenty,  a  more  manifeft 
Caufe  therefore  for  fuch  a  Devaluation  a- 
moneft  them  I  fhall  affign  in  another  Place. 


l6  An  Hiftorical  Account 


I  N  the  Months  of  Augufk  and  September ^ 
the  Contagion  chang’d  its  former  flow  and 
languid  Pace,  and  having  as  it  were  got 
Maher  of  all,  made  a  moft  terrible  Slaugh¬ 
ter,  fo  that  three,  four,  or  five  Thouland 
died  in  a  Week,  and  once  eight  Thoufand  ; 
who  can  exprefs  the  Calamities  of  fuch 
Times?  The  whole  Britijh  Nation  wept 
for  the  Miferies  of  her  Metropolis.  In 
feme  Houfes  Carcafes  lay  waiting  for  Bu¬ 
rial,  and  in  others,  Perfons  in  their  laft 
Agonies  \  in  one  Room  might  be  heard 
dying  Groans,  in  another  the  Ravings  of  a 
Delirium,  and  not  far  off  Relations  and 
Friends  bewailing  both  their  Lofs,  and  th£ 
diimal  Profpe£l  of  their  own  hidden  De¬ 
parture  ^  Death  was  the  fure  Midwife  to 
all  Children,  and  Infants  palled  immediately 
from  the  Womb  to  the  Grave  ^  who  would 
not  melt  with  Grief,  to  fee  the  Stock  for 
a  future  Generation  hang  upon  the  Breafls 
of  a  dead  Mother  ?  Or  the  Marriage-Bed 
changed  the  firft  Night  into  a  Sepulchre, 
and  the  unhappy  Pair  meet  with  Death  in 
their  firft  Embraces  ?  Some  of  the  infeft- 
ed  run  about  ftaggering  like  drunken  Men, 
and  fall  and  expire  in  the  Streets  ^  while 
others  lie  half-dead  and  comatous,  but 


never 
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never  to  be,  waked  but  by  the  laft  Trumpet 
fome  lie  vomiting  as  if  they  had  drank  Poifon  y 
and  others  fall  dead  in  the  Market,  while 
they  are  buying  NecefTaries  for  the  Sup» 
port  of  Life.  Not  much  unlike  it  was 
the  following  Conflagration  •,  where  the 
Altars  themfelves  became  fb  many  Viftims, 
and  the  ftneft  Churches  in  the  whole 
World,  carried  up  to  Heaven  Supplications 
in  Flames,  while  their  Marble  Pillars,  wet 
with  Tears,  melted  like  Wax;  nor  were 
Monuments  fecure  from  the  inexorable 
Flames,  where  many  of  their  venerable 
Remains  palled  a  fecond  Martyrdom  i  the 
moft  auguff  Palaces  were  foon  laid  Wafte, 
and  the  Flames  feemed  to  be  in  a  fatal 
Engagement  to  defcroy  the  great  Ornament 
of  Commerce  j  and  the  Burning  of  all  the 
Commodities  of  the  World  together,  feem¬ 
ed  a  proper  Epitome  of  this  Conflagration ; 
neither  confederate  Crowns,  nor  the  drawn 
Swords  of  Kings,  could  refrain  its  Pha- 
yiatick  and  Rebellious  Rage  ^  large  Halls, 
flately  Houfes,  and  the  Sheds  of  the  Poor, 
were  together  reduced  to  A  flies  •  the  Sim 
blufh’d  to  fee  himfelf  fet,  and  env:ed 
thofe  Flames  the  Government  of  the  Night, 
which  had  rivalled  him  fo  many  Days  \ 

C  as 
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as  the  City,  I  fay,  was  afterwards  burnt 
without  any  Drftin&ion,  in  like  Manner 
did  this  Plague  fpare  no  Order,  Age,  or 
Sex  }  The  Divine  was  taken  in  the  very 
Exercife  of  his  prieftly  Office,  to  be  in- 
rolled  amongfb  the  Saints  Above  j  and  fome 
Phyficians,  as  before  intimated,  could  not 
find  Aififtance  in  their  own  Antidotes,  but 
died  in  the  Adminiftration  of  them  to 
others  j  and  although  the  Soldiery  retreat¬ 
ed  from  the  Field  of  Death,  and  encamp¬ 
ed  out  of  the  City,  the  Contagion  followed, 
and  vanquifh’d  them j  many  in  their 
old  Age,  others  in  their  Prime,  funk  under 
its  Cruelties  }  of  the  Female  Sex  moR  died ; 
and  hardly  any  Children  efcaped*,  and  it 
was  not  uncommon  to  fee  an  Inheritance 
pafs  fucceffively  to  three  or  four  Heirs  in 
lo  many  Days  j  the  Number  of  Sextons 
were  not  fufficient  to  bury  the  Dead  •  the 
Bells  feerned  hoarfe  with  continual  tolling^ 
until  at  lafi:  they  quite  ceafed  ,  the  bury¬ 
ing  Places  would  not  hold  the  Dead,  but 
they  were  thrown  into  large  Pits  dug  in 
wafie  Grounds,  in  Heaps,  thirty  or  forty 
together  ^  and  it  often  happened,  that  thole 
who  attended  the  Funerals  of  their  Friends 
one  Evening,  were  carried  the  next  to 
their  own  long  Home  : 

Quis 
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Temper et  d  Lachrymis  ? 

Even  the  Relation  of  this  Calamity  melts 
me  into  Tears,  although  the  worft  was  not 
yet  certain,  for  the  City  was  not  yet  drained 
by  her  Funerals  7  nor  the  Difeafe  as  yet 
at  all  relaxed. 

ABOUT  the  Beginning  of  September f 
the  Difeafe  was  at  the  Height  *  in  the 
Courfe  of  which  Month,  more  than  twelve 
Thoufand  died  in  a  Week  :  But  at  length, 
that  nothing  might  go  untried  to  divert 
the  Contagion,  it  was  ordered  by  the 
Governours,  who  were  left  to  fuperintend 
thofe  calamitous  Affairs,  (for  the  Court 
was  then  removed  to  Oxford )  to  burn 
Fires  in  the  Streets  for  three  Days  toge^ 
ther;  yet  while  this  was  in  Debate,  the 
Phyficians  concerned  were  diffident  of  the 
Succefs,  as  the  Air  in  it  felf  was  un-in- 
fe&ed  7  and  therefore  rendred  fuch  a 
fhowy  and  expenfive  a  Project  fuperfluous, 
and  of  no  Effeft  *,  and  thefe  ConjeHures 
we  fupported  by  the  Authority  of  Anti¬ 
quity,  and  Hippocrates  himfelf  •  notwith¬ 
standing  which,  the  Fires  were  kindled  in 

<  C  z  all 
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all  the  Streets.  But  alas !  the  Controverfie 
was  fooii  decided  ;  for  before  the  three 
Days  were  quite  expired,  the  Heavens 
both  mourned  fo  many  Funerals,  and  wept 
for  the  fatal  Miftake,  fo  as  to  extinguifh 
even  the  Tires  with  their'  Showers.  I 
ihall  not  determine  any  other  Perfon’s 
Conjecture  in  this  Cafe,  whether  thefe 
Fires  may  more  properly  be  deemed  the 
ominous  Forerunners  of  the  enfuing  Con¬ 
flagration,  or  the  enfuing  Funerals j  but 
whether  it  was  from  the  fuffocating  Qua¬ 
lities  of  the  Fuel,  or  the  wet  Cchfituti- 
on  of  Air  that  immediately  followed,  the 
moil:  fatal  Night  enfued,  wherein  more 
than  four  Thouiand  expired.  May  Pofe- 
rity  by  this  Miftake  be  warned,  and  not, 
like  Empy ricks,  apply  a  Remedy  where 
they  are  ignorant  of  the  Caufe. 

THE  Reader  is  by  the  Way  to  be 
advertifed,  that  this  Year  was  luxuriant 
in  moil:  Fruits,  especially  Cherries  and 
Grapes,  which  were  at  fo  low  a  Price, 
that  the  common  People  fnrfeited  with 
them  •  for  this  might  very  much  con¬ 
tribute  to  that  Difpofition  of  Body,  as 
made  the  Peftilential  Taint  more  eafily 
take  Place* 


NOR  • 
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NOR  ought  we  here  to  pafs  by  the  be- 
ni/icent  Aifi  fiances  of  the  Rich,  and  the 
Care  of  the  Magistrates  ;  for  the  Markets 
being  open  as  ufual,  and  a  greater  Plenty 
of  all  Provifions,  was  a  great  Help  to 
fiipport  the  Sick ;  fo  that  there  was  the 
Reverfe  of  a  Famine,  which  hath  been 
obferved  to  be  fo  fatal  to  peflilentialCon- 
tagions  ;  and  in  this  the  Goodnefs  of  Heaven 
is  always  to  be  remembred,  in  alleviating 
a  common  Mifery  by  fuch  a  Profufion 
of  good  Things  from  the  Stores  of  Na- 

y 

ture* 

BUT  as  it  were  to  balance  this  im¬ 
mediate  Help  of  Providence,  nothing 
was  otherwife  wanting  to  aggravate  the 
common  DeftruTion  ;  and  to  which  no¬ 
thing  more  contributed  than  the  Praftic'e 
of  Chy miffs  and  Quacks,  and  of  whofe 
Audacity  and  Ignorance  it  is  impofiible  to 
be  altogether  filent  •  they  were  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  fpreading  their  Antidotes;  and 
although  equal  Strangers  to  all  Learning 
as  well  as  Phyfick,  they  thruft  into 
every  Hand  fome  Trafh  or  other  under 
the  Difguife  of  a  pompous  Title.  No 
Country  fure  ever  abounded  with  fuch 

C  3  wicked 
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wicked  Impoftors  *,  for  all  Events  contra* 
dialed  their  Pretenfions,  and  hardly  a  Per* 
fon  efcaped  that  trufted  to  their  Delufions : 
Their  Medicines  were  more  fatal  than  the 
Plague,  and  added  to  the  Numbers  of  the 
Dead :  But  thefe  Blowers  of  the  Pehi- 
lential  Flames  were  caught  in  the  common 
Ruin,  and  by  their  Death  in  fome  Mea- 
fare  excufed  the  NegleCl  of  the  Magi* 
ftracy,  in  differing  their  Practice. 

_ _ JSJec  Lex  efi  jufiior  ulla 

Quam  neeis  Artifices  Arte  ferire  fua. 

i 

ABOUT  this  Time  a  Perfon  of  Di- 
ftin&ion  and  great  Humanity,  going  to 
France  upon  fome  Affairs  of  State,  heard 
that  fome  Frenchmen  were  Mahers  of  an 
Anti-pefdlential  Remedy,  and  took  Care 
to  fend  fome  Dofes  of  it  over  here :  By 
Command  of  the  Government  we  were 
ordered  to  try  it  with  due  Caution,  which 
we  did,  with  Expectations  of  uncommon 
Succefs,  but  the  Mountain  brought  forth  Death  m7 
for  the  Medicine,  which  was  a  Mineral 
Preparation,  threw  the  Patients  into  their 
la  ft  Sleep.  May  it  never  hereafter  be 
injoined  to  try  Experiments  with  unknown 
and  foreign  Medicines,  upon  the  Lives  even 

of 
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of  the  meaneft  Perfons !  For  certainly 
nothing  is  more  abhorrent  to  Realon,  than 
to  impofe  a  univerfal  Remedy,  in  Cafes 
whole  curative  Intentions  are  different, 
and  fometimes  oppofite  ^  and  the  various 
Indications  of  a  Peftilence  require  very 
different  Methods  of  Remedy,  as  lhall  here¬ 
after  be  further  demonftrated* 

T  O  this  may  be  added,  that  many 
common  Medicines  were  publickly  Sold, 
which,  by  their  extraordinary  Heat  and 
Difpolition  to  inflame  the  Blood,  could 
never  be  fit  for  every  Age,  Sex,  and  Con- 
ftitution  indifferently,  and  therefore  in 
many  Cafes  they  undoubtedly  did  Harm. 
On  this  Account,  not  only  the  Sacred  Arty 
but  the  Publick  Health  alfo  fufferedj  yet 
we  who  were  particularly  employed  in 
this  Affair  as  Phylicians,  ufed  all  Sollici- 
tations  with  the  Magiflracy  to  reftrain 
fuch  Practices,  in  Order  to  flop  the  Ruin 
‘  they  aggravated.  Hence  notwithflanding 
it  was  made  a  Queflion,  whether  in  a 
Plague,  where  fo  many  Phylicians  retire, 
(not  fo  much  for  their  own  Prefervation^ 
as  the  Service  of  tliofe  whom  they  at¬ 
tend  )  it  is  not  expedient  for  every  one, 
according  to  his  Abilities,  to  do  his  ut- 
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moil  in  averting  the  common  Ruin?  In 
the  fame  Manner  as  in  a  Fire  all  Hands 
are  required,  even  of  the  Croud  as  well  as 
Workmen,  to  extinguilh  it. 

BUT  in  this  Cafe  my  own  Opinion  is 
determined :  In  the  Concerns  of  Health, 
a  Perfon  muff  proceed  with  more  Caution 
and  Deliberation  than  in  the  fuppoled  Cafe 
of  a  Fire  *,  for  there  are  Difficulties  occur 
in  the  Practice  of  Medicine  which  are  iri- 
fuperable  but  by  the  Learned  \  and  the  fine 
Texture  of  a  humane  Body  is  not  to  be  ma¬ 
naged  by  as  clumfie  Hands  as  the  Materials 
of  a  PI  o  ufe  *,  in  the  former,  if  a  Perfon  makes 
a  Miftake,  it  is  with  great  Difficulty  repair¬ 
ed  •  and  therefore  upon  a  ferious  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  whole  Affair,  I  cannot  make  any 
Doubt,  but  that  it  is  much  better  even  to 
want  Phyficians  in  fuch  Calamities,  than  to 
have  the  Sick  under  the  Care  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  unlearned*  for  fach  Perfons, 
like  thofe  who  fight  blindfold,  know  not  in 
what  Parts  to  attack  the  Enemy,  nor  with 
what  Weapons  to  do  it  \  befides  which,  they 
alfo  are  in  Hazard  of  obftrufting  thefe  Ef¬ 
forts  of  Nature,  which  would  many  Times^ 
without  Help,  if  not  thus  hindred,  get  the 
better  of  the  Diftemper. 


NOR 
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KOR  in  this  Account  are  we  to  negleft, 
that  the  Contagion  fpread  its  Cruelties  in¬ 
to  the  neighbouring  Countries  ;  for  the  Ci¬ 
tizens,  which  crowded  in  Multitudes  into 

J  ,t 

the  adjacent  Towns,  carried  the  InieHion 
along  with  them,  where  it  raged  with  equal 
Fury  *  fo  that  the  Plague,  which  at  firft 
crept  from  one  Street  to  another,  now 
reigned  over  whole  Counties,  leaving  hard¬ 
ly  any  Place  free  from  its  Infult*  and  the 
Towns  upon  the  'Thames  were  more  feverely 
handled,  not  perhaps  from  a  greater  Moifture 
in  the  Air  from  thence,  but  from  the  taint¬ 
ed'  Goods  rather  that  were  carried  upon 
it:  Moreover,  fome  Cities  and  Towns,  of 
the  mod:  advantageous  Situation  for  a  who!- 
fome  Air,  did  notwithftanding  feel  the 
common  Ruin.  Such  was  the  Rife,  and 
fuch  the  Progrefs,  of  this  cruel  Deftroyer, 
which  firfi:  began  at  London . 

BUT  the  worft  Part  of  the  Year  being 
now  over,  and  the  Height  of  the  Difeafe, 
the  Plague  by  leifiirely  Degrees  declined, 
as  it  had  gradually  made  its  firft  Advances 
and  before  the  Number  infefled  decreafed, 
its  Malignity  began  to  relax,  infomuch 
that  few  died,  and  thofe  chiefly  fuch  as 
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were  ill  managed  ^  hereupon  that  Dread 
which  had  been  upon  the  Minds  of  the 
People  wore  off^  and  the  Sick  chearfully 
ufed  all  the  Means  directed  for  their  Re¬ 
covery  and  even  the  Nurfes  grew  either 
more  cautious,  or  more  faithful  j  infomuch 
that  after  fome  Time  a  Dawn  of  Health 
appeared,  as  fudden,  and  as  unexpected,  a$ 
the  CeiTation  of  the  following  Conflagra¬ 
tion  *,  wherein  after  blowing  up  of  Houfes, 
and  ufing  all  Means  tor  its  Extinction  to 
little  Purpofe,  the  Flames  flopped  as  it 
were  of  themfelves,  for  Want  of  Fuel,  or 
out  of  Shame  for  having  done  to  much 
Mifehief 

THE  Peftilence  did  not  however  flop  for 
Want  of  Subjects  to  aCt  upon,  (as  then 
commonly  rumoured)  but  from  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Diftemper,  its  Decreafe  was 
like  its  Beginning,  moderate  ^  nor  is  it 
.lefs  to  be  wondred  at,  that  as  at  the 
Rife  of  the  Contagion  all  other  Diitempers 
went  into  That,  fo  now  at  its  Declenfion, 
That  degenerated  into  others,  as  Inflamma¬ 
tions ,  Head-achsj  Quin fey sy  Dyf rater  ies,  Small - 
Poxy  MeaflitSy  Fever  s?  and  Hetties  *  wherein 
That  alfo  yet  predominated,  as  hereafter 
will  be  farther  fhewn. 
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ABOUT  the  Clofe  of  the  Year,  that 
is,  on  the  Beginning  of  November ,  People 
grew  more  healthful,  and  fuch  a  different 
Face  was  put  upon  the  Publick,  that  al¬ 
though  the  Funerals  were  yet  frequent,  yet 
many  who  had  made  moft  Haft  in  retiring, 
made  the  moft  to  return,  and  came  into 
the  City  without  Fear  *,  info  much  that  in 
December  they  crowded  hack  as  thick  as 
they  Bed  :  The  Hcufes  which  before  were  full 
of  the  Dead,  were  now  again  inhabited  by  the 
Living  •  and  the  Shops  which  had  been  moft 
Part  of  the  Year  ftiut  up,  were  again  opened, 
and  the  People  again  chearfully  went  about 
their  wonted  Affairs  of  Trade  and  Employ  ^ 
and  even  what  is  almoft  beyond  Belief, 
thofe  Citizens,  who  before  were  afraid 
even  of  their  Friends  and  Relations,  would 
without  Fear  venture  into  the  Houfes  and 
Rooms  where  infeffed Perfbns  had  but  a 
little  before  breathed  their  Laft :  F^ay, 
fuch  Comforts  did  infpire  the  languifhing 
People,  and  liich  Confidence,  that  many 
went  into  the  Beds  where  Perfbns  had  died 
before  they  were  even  cold,  or  cleanfed 
from  the  Stench  of  the  Difeafedj  they 
had  the  Courage  now  to  marry  again,  and 

betake  to  the  Means  of  repairing  the  paft 
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Mortality  }  and  even  Women  before  deem¬ 
ed  barren*  were  faid  to  prove  proliffick-^ 
fo  that  although  the  Contagion  had  car¬ 
ried  off*  as  fome  computed,  about  one 

hundred  thou  fa  nd,  after  a  few  Months  their 
Lofs  was  hardly  difcernable  *  and  thus  ended 
this  fatal  Year. 

•  : ■  •  y  j  j  •.  <  • .  •  ■■  ■  -r 

BUT  the  next  Spring  indeed  appeared  fome 
Remains  of  the  Contagion,  which  was  eafily 
conquered  by  the  Phyficians,  and  which,  like 
^  ’  'c  Teimmation  of  a  common  hit  cywutt 
ed  in  a  healthful  Recovery:  Whereupon 
the  whole  Malignity  ceafing,  the  City  re¬ 
turned  to  a  perfect  Health ;  not  unlike 
what  happened  alfo  after  the  laft  Con¬ 
flagration,  when  a  new  City  fuddenly  arofe 
out  of  the  Allies  of  the  old,  much  better 
able  to  withftand  the  like  Flames  another 
Time. 
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Of  the  Caufe  of  a  Pejlilenee,  and  a  Con~ 

t avion*  ■  -  • 
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'  '  .  „  ..  .  l  ..  •  .:  ••>  fi  ..x  Oi,.  i 

AS  it  is  our  Purpofe  here  to  enquire 
into  the  Origin  of  the  late  Plague, 
and  find  out  both  its  manifeft  and  hidden 
Caufes  j  I  cannot  judge  it  necefiary  to  go 
into  the  ufual  Length  of  Writers,  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  Recital  of  all  thofe  remote  Regards 
which  they  difiinguifii  by  Supernatural,  Pre¬ 
ternatural,  and  Natural  \  becaufe  by  fuch 
Means  this  Treatife  would  be  drawn  out 
into  almofi:  infinite  neediefs  DifHnCtions. 

THAT  the  Truth  therefore  may  at 
once  be  brought  into  an  open  Light,  and 
the  PefHlence  appear  in  its  genuine  Affe- 
fiions,  I  think  it  proper  to  premile  this 
one  Thing,  becauie  the  whole  depends  upon 
it,  viz..  That  the  Peldilence  is  the  molt  noto¬ 
rious  of  all  popular  Difeafes,and  depends  upon 
fome  Caufe  equally  common,  and  in  every  re- 
fpeft  adequate  to  its  extenfive  Effects  j  which 
being  granted,  it  naturally  follows,  that  all 
particular  Caufes,  which  may  accidentally 
intervene,  ( the  Recital  of  which  would  be 
very  tedious)  are  refolvable  into  this  one. 
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AND  for  what  concerns  that  Peftilence 

,  «  , 

now  under  Enquiry,  this  we  have  as  to  its 
Origin,  from  the  moft  irrefrigable  Autho¬ 
rity,  that  it  fir  ft  came  into  this  Ifland  by 
Contagion,  and  was  imported  to  us  from 
Holland ,  in  Packs  of  Merchandize }  and  if 
any  one  pleafes  to  trace  it  further,  he  may 
be  fatisfied  by  common  Fame,  it  came 
thither  from  Turley  in  Bails  of  Cotto^ 
which  is  a  ftrange  Preferver  of  the  Peftilen- 
tial  Steams.  For  that  Part  of  the  World 
is  feldom  free  from  fuch  Infe&ions,  altho’ 
it  is  fometimes  more  levere  than  others, 
according  to  the  Difpofttion  of  Seafons 
and  Temperature  of  Air  in  thofe  Regions  : 
But  if  any  would  yet  more  intimately 
be  acquainted  with  its  Origin,  it  concerns 
him  to  know  all  the  Changes  the  Air  in 

A  ■  '  * 

thefe  Climates  is  fubjed  to,  and  its  various 
Properties  of  Drynefs,  Moifture,  Heat, 
Cold,  ere. 

‘V-  *  f  v  f  v  "  •  •*»  ■>.  ;  »  *  ’  t*  ‘ 

BUT  leaft  1  ftiould  be  thought  too 
prolix  in  the  Enumeration  of  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  incur  the  Sufpicion  of 
Atheifm,  (a  Charge  too  juft  upon  the  Faculty) 
by  afcribing  too  much  to  fecond  Caufes , 
as  the  Schools  pleafe  to  call  them,  it  may 

be 
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be  convenient  for  me  to  declare,  that  the 
w  $£09  of  a  Peftilence  is  as  much  a  Part 
of  my  Faith,  as  any  others  j  the  facred 
Pages  clearly  and  demonftratively  prove, 
that  the  Almighty,  by  his  Authority, 
and  at  his  Pleafure,  may  draw  the  Sword, 
or  ftioot  the  Arrows  of  Death  *  and 
a  Retrofpe&ion  into  Times  paft,  thews 
many  convincing  Proofs  of  this  terrible 
Truth  j  and  in  this  Contagion  before  us, 
the  Footheps  of  an  over-ruling  Power  ate 
very  legible,  efpecially  fo  far  as  concerns 
his  divine  Permifhon :  But  the  great  God’s 
Purpofes  are  Secrets  too  awful  for  Mortals 
to  pry  into,  although  we  know  that  he 
punifhes  as  a  Parent,  and  chides  for  our 
Good,  which  makes  it  our  Duty  to  kils 
the  Rod/  and  fubmit.  But  enough  of  this, 
leaf!:  I  Ihould  be  thought  to  invade  ano¬ 
ther’s  Province :  It  is  fufRcient  to  the 
Purpofe  of  a  Phyfician,  to  affign  natural 
and  obvious  Cauies  •  and  where  fuch  are 
difcoverable,  it  is  unworthy  of  him  and 
.  the  divine  Art  he  profeffes,  as  well  as  ah 
Affront  to  good  Senfe,  to  have  Recourfe 
to  any  other. 

BUT  this  being  premifed  only  to  pre¬ 
vent  Cenfure,  our  Way  now  lies  open  to 
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a  Difcovery  of  the  Nature  of  this  Pefti- 
lence.  Wherein,  for  Method  Sake,  I  fhall 
begin  with  a  Defer  ipt  ion  of  a  Peftilence 
in  general  ;  and  which  if  it  noth  not  exactly 
agree  with  the  Accounts  given  by  the 
Ancients,  yet  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be 
found,  by  every  impartial  Confide  ref,  to  be 
as  full  and  fatisflory. 

THE  Peftilence  is  a  Difeafe  arifmg  from 
an  Aura  that  is  poifonous,  very  fubtle, 
deadly,  and  contagious,  affefhng  many  Per- 
ions  at  the  fame  Time  together  in  one 
Country,  chiefly  arifmg  from  a  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirit  in  the  Air,  attended 
with  a  Fever^  and  other  very  grievous 
Symptoms. 

«  -  **  *  V  J  J  f  *1  » 

EVEFvY  one  of  thefe  Particulars  are 
as  clear  as  the  Light  at  Noon-day  *  and 
thefe  Explications  are  fo  obvious  to  be 
met  with  in  the  Writings  of  the  Learned, 
that  it  would  be  loft  Labour  to  infift  upon 
any  fuch  Thing  here;  we  fhall  therefore 
proceed  to  explain  only  what  more  im¬ 
mediately  ftands  in  need  of  it, 

AND  firft  of  all  it  is  faid  from  an 
Aura7  as  diftinguifhing  it  from  fuch  Poifon 
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as  is  more  grofs  and  earthy  ;  for  this  is 
not  to  be  confined  in  any  Inclofure,  but 
is  fo  rare,  fubtle,  volatile,  and  fine,  that  it 
infinuates  into,  and  refides  in  the  very  Inter¬ 
faces,  or  Pores  of  the  aerial  Particles  • 
whereas  that  which  is  of  a  more  fixed 
Nature,  is  confined  within  certain  Limits, 
and  is  incapable  of  fuch  Progrefs. 

t  £  t  \  {“  *  *  y  — 
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IT  is  laid  to  be  poifonbus  alio,  front 
its  Similitude  to  the  Nature  of  a  Poifbn, 
both  being  equally  defiruCtive  to  Life,- 
and  killing  Perfons  much  after  the  fame 
Manner,  fo  that  they  feem  to  differ  in 
Degree  only  *  for  the  deadly  Quality  of  a 
Pefiilence  vafily  exceeds  either  the  arfeni- 
cal  Minerals,  the  mofl  poifonous  Animals 
or  InfeCts,  or  the  killing  Vegetables  nay, 
the  Pefiilence  feems  to  be  a  Compofition 
,  of  all  the  other  Poifons  together,  as  well 
as  in  its  fatal  Efficacies  to  excel  them :  for 
in  this  there  is  manifeftly  joined  both  the 
Height  of  Putrefaction  and  Malignity,  And 
as  in  a  great  many  the  Virulence  of  this 
Taint  hath  been  difcoverable,  fo  in  one 
Youth  far  Infiance  it  was  fo  remarkable^ 
that  even  in  the  Point  of  Death  the  whole 
Body  changed  green,  which  fo  alarmed 
the  Mother,  that  fixe  immediately  hafied 
•  D  /  *  Id 
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to  my  Houfe,  to  know  whether  by  Mi- 
hake  there  had  not  been  fome  Poifbn 
given  him  *,  whereas  he  had  taken  nothing 
but  mild  and  common  Alexifharmicks  j  this 
green  Hue  therefore  was  a  Demonftration  of 
the  poifonous  Vitriol ick  [Nature  of  the 
peftilential  Taint. 

I T  is  laid  to  be  very  iubtle  both  on 
Account  of  its  Original  and  Produftion,  be¬ 
fore  it  hath  efcaped  from  its  native  Seat' 
and  that  wonderful  Comminution  which  it 
cannot  but  undergo  in  its  Progrefs  through 
fb  many. Climates,  whereby  it  is,  as  it  were, 
fublirried  to  the  higheft  Degree  of  Vola¬ 
tility,  beyond  that  of  any  Meteor,  which  is 
the  Produ&ion  of  grofs,  corporeal,  and  he¬ 
terogeneous  Particles  *,  nay,  it  is  more  a£Hve 
than  Lightning,  and  in  the  Twinkling  of  an 
Eye  carries  to  a  Diftance  Putrefaction,  Mor¬ 
tification,  and  Death. 

A  S  for  the  Manner  whereby  it  kills,  its 
approaches  are  generally  fo  lecret,  that  Per- 
fons  feized  with  it  feem  to  be  fallen  into  an 
Ambufcade,  or  a  Snare,  of  which  there  was 
no  Manner  of  Sufpicion  *  they  are  therefore 
not  to  be  credited  or  regarded,  who  affirm 
the  Progrefs  of  a  Peftilence  to  be  fenhble. 


even 
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even  to  the  Smell  and  Sight,  and  report 
(though  who  will  may  believe  them  for  me) 
the  Infeftion  to  refemble  the  Fragrancy  of 
Flowers  in  A/ay,  or  any  other  fweet  Savour ; 
or,  on  the  contrary,  to  ftrike  the  Nofe  like 
the  Stench  of  a  rotten  Carcafe*,  nay,  fome 
pretend  to  be  fo  Iharp-fighted,  as  to  dif- 
cern  Clouds  in  the  Atmofphere  big  with  pe*^ 
ffcilential  Poifons,  and  other  fuch  Conceits 
of  a  diftempered  Imagination,  that  are  chief¬ 
ly  the  Produfls  of  Fear,  which  conflrues 
every  Thing  for  the  word: :  Although  in¬ 
deed  I  muft  confefs,  that  fometimes  this 
\ 

very  fubtile  Aura  may  be  fo  mixed  or  loaded 
with  grofs  and  fulphureous  Particles,  as  to 
be  perceptible  to  the  Senfes, 


FURTHER,  as  to  the  fatal  Influences  of 
a  Plague,  if  the  before  recited  Account  is 
not  fufficient  to  fliew  it,  it  would  not  be 
a  Task  of  any  Difficulty  to  produce  many 
Inftances  of  its  Tyranny  and  Deftru&ion: 
f  Hence  the  Plague  by  the  Hebrews  was 
called  or  Perdition  ^  as  if  it  was  or¬ 
dained  on  Purpofe  to  deftroy  Mankind :  It 
is  alfo  called  Lues ,  from  At /»,  to  diifolve ; 
a  mofl:  certain  Way  of  DeftrufHon,  and 
whofe  fatal  Property  in  the  Plague  is  moft 
remarkable,  whereby  it  does  not  fo  much 

D  2  pre- 
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prepare  the  Way,  as  immediately  of  its 
fe If  deftroyv  and  of  whofe  certain  Ruin, 
through  whole  Regions  together,  we  have 
too  many  Teftimonies  upon  Record,  in  the 
Writings  both  of  Ancients  and  Moderns. 

4  AG  Al  N,  the  Peftilence  is  laid  to  be 
contagious  ;  becauie  fome  are  come  to  that 
Height  of  Boldnefs,  (being  blind  with  too 
much  Light)  to  propagate  ftrange  Con¬ 
jectures  to  the  contrary,  as  if  the  late 
Plague  was  begun  and  continued  by  a  foreign 
Influence  ;  but  to  remove  this  Controvei fie> 
it  may  be  convenient  to  explain  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  a  Contagion,  and  its  lhppo fed  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Exertion;  yet  before  I  enter 
upon  this,  it  will  be  neceffary  tb  difpatch 
the  other  Members  of  this  Definition. 

IT  is  further  added,  that  the  Plague 
affeCfcs  many  Regions  together  at  the  fame 
Time,  in  Order  to  dihinguifh  it  both  from 
Endemic!:  Difeafes,  that  is,  fuch  as  aie  ap¬ 
propriate  to  one  Place  only  ;  and  alfo  from 
Sporadick  Difeafes,  which  although  they 
rage  among  ft  the  Populace  in  this  or  that 
Country  or  Climate  indifferently,  according 
to  the  Influence  of  their  procatar Crick  Caules, 
they  are  yet  to  be  deemed  particular,  as 
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well  as  they  are  pernicious  :  But  enough 
of  thefe  Matters. 

•  .*  j“  m  /■  o  m .»  '•  '•  < \‘  ;  ■  t- 

A  T  length  then  it  becomes  neceffary 
to  change  the  Corffideration,  and  enquire 
how  it  comes  that  the  Plague  hath  its 
chief  Origin  from  an  Alteration  or  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirits  in  the  Air :  This  is 
the  great  Difficulty  !  This  is  our  Task!  It 
is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  Novelty 
of  the  Opinion  will  not  occafion  any  one 
to  receive  it  at  fnffi  Sight  amifs,  until  by 
due.  Examination  he  hath  brought  it  to 
Trial*  but  in  Order  to  ere&  this  upon  a 
lure  Foundation,  it  is  proper  to  premife 
fome  Confiderations, 

*■->.  •  .  ~  T  t  *  "V  .  ±  s 

•:  r  .*  '■  •'*  *-•'  *  ••  *  "  v  r\  ■*  •»:  v  *  -  ■  .  ^ 

AND  firft  of  all,  the  central  nitrous 
Spirit  in  the  Earth  does  everywhere  tranfpire 
and  exhale  towards  the  Surface,  to  recruit  the 
Confumptions  of  Nature,  and  for  other  Pur- 
pofes  hereafter  to  be  mentioned.  From 
this  faline  Origin,  flraining  through  the 
Bowels  of  the  Earth,  every  one  under 
hands  Vegetation  to  be  carried  on,  and 
that  the  Light  and  vital  Warmth  of  the 
Sun  is  impregnated  by  it  th  oagh  the 
whole  Region  ot  Air ;  and  the  mutual 
Intercourses  or  Operations  upon  one  ano- 

D  3  ,  ther? 
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ther  between  the  Sun’s  Rays,  and  thefe 
ialine  Exhalations,  by  a  Kind  of  Magnetifm 
between  them,  is  too  obvious  in  a  Multi¬ 
tude  of  Inftances  to  want  any  Comment. 

I  know  in  nothing  indeed  where  there 
is  a  greater  Intercourfe  and  Sympathy : 
and  a  confiderable  Illuflration  of  it 
may  be  made  by  the  following  Experi¬ 
ment.  If  any  one  in  the  Spring-time, 
when  the  Sun  is  approaching  nearer  to  us, 
digs  up  a  Piece  of  Earth,  and  after  In- 
fufion  and  Filtration,  evaporates  the  Li¬ 
quor,  he  will  find  at  the  Bottom  of  the  VefTel 
a  Sixth  Part  of  Salt  more  than  at  any 
other  Time  of  the  Year,  from  the  fame 
Quantity  of  Earth  managed  after  the  fame 
Manner*  the  nitrous  Salt  for  many  Reafons 
not  arifing  in  fo  great  a  Quantity  for  the 
Exigencies  of  Nature,  at  any  other  Times  * 
whence  I  conceive  it  manifeflly  to  prove, 
that  there  is  fuch  an  Efflux  of  this  Salt 
as  before  fuggefled,  and  a  Kina  of  Suoli- 
mation  of  it  into  the  Air,  and  that  this 
fa  line  Spirit  hath  a  Sort  of  Sympathy  with 
the  fuperior  Pleat.  But  that  we  may  not 
ufe  more  Arguments  than  are  neceffary  to 
prove  the  Energy  of  this  Principle,  every¬ 
one  who  is  doubtful  herein  may  obfeive,  # 

that 


and  a  Contagion.  2p 

that  not  only  Plants  are  produced  and  nou- 
rifhed  by  its  fubtle  and  luxuriant  Infinua- 
tion  into  their  Fibres,  but  that  alfo  from 
the  fame  aerial  Spirit  the  Life  of  Animals, 
and  even  the  humane  Species,  is  prefervedo 
And  I  cannot  fee  any  Difficulty  in  the 
Opinion,  that  the  beft  Temperature  of  the 
Blood  and  animal  juices,  the  Renewal  of 
wafted  Spirits,  the  Reftauration  of  Strength, 
and  the  good  and  healthful  Gonftitution  of 
the  Vifcera ,  Members,  and  whole  Body,  is 
maintained  by  the  Affiftance  of  this  nitre- 
aerial  Spirit.  Nor  does  any  thing  appear 
more  congruous  to  Reafon,  than  that  from 
the  fame  Caufe  does  the  Racy  Spirit  of 
the  Blood  arife  ^  and  it  is  not  derivable  from 
any  other  ^  nor  is  it  my  fmgle  Opinion, 
that  from  the  fame  Principle  it  derives 
its  Colour  but  as  there  are  no  Arguments 
even  objefted.  to  this  DoTrine,  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  imploy  more  Time  in  its  Vindi¬ 
cation. 

x  ' 

BUT  further,  it  may  happen  that  this 
nitro-aerial  Spirit  may  various  Ways  be 
changed  in  its  Properties  •,  that  is,  either 
with  Regard  to  its  proliffick  Influences, 
(If  it  may  be  lb  expreffed)  or,  which  much 
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oftner  happens,  in  its  accidental  and  ad- 
yentitious  Impurities. 

SOMETIMES  this  univerfai  Principle 
languifhes  and  degenerates,  and  in  its  own 
produ&ive  Womb  is  tainted  with  fome- 
what  pernicious  to  Vitality,  and  that  natu¬ 
ral  balfamick  ConfHtution  of  Blood  that 

•  -  t  , 

fupports  it  ^  and  as  often  a$  this  is  the 
Cale;  the  whole  Orders  of  living  Beings 
may  look  upon  it  as  War  declared  againft 
them  :  But  where  any  Alteration  is  made 
upon  it  by  particular  and  fortuitous  Caufes, 
it  is  generally  from  too  much  Humidity 
diluting  it,  as  in  immoderate  and  unfeafbn- 
able  Rains,  whence  mold,  crude,  and  un- 
wholfome  Vapours  exhale  j  for  every  one 
knows  how  much  Humidity  is  a  Promoter  of 
Putrefaction  ;  whence  come  Swarms  of  InfeTs, 
which  is  a  certain  Forerunner  of  a  Pefii- 
lence :  It  alfo  lometimes  happens,  that 
this  vital  Spirit,  which  fo  much  delights 
in  Drynefs,  is  almofb  quite  extinguished 
by  a  rainy  Seafon  •,  in  which  Exigency, 
what  Miferies  may  not  Mankind  expert, 
when  a  final  I  Change  is  of  fo  fatal  Confe- 
quence?  This  is  abundantly  confirmed  by 
the  Experience  of  Marfhy  Countries,  where 
the  Difeafes  recurring  every  Year  are  very 

fatal, 
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fatal,  by  means  of  the  putrid  and  damp 
Exhalations. 

<  T  '  I  <  :  '  •  ♦'  '  V  "i  .  • 

FURTHERMORE,  this  nitrous  Prin¬ 
ciple  may  be  fometimes  changed  in  its 
own  Repofitory  by  too  intenfe  a  Heat 
from  within,  as  well  as  without  •  for  by  fb 
hahy  a  Sublimation  its  Spirit  may  be 
deadned  j  that  is,  being  robbed  of  its  balfa- 
mick  Quality,  (which  is  no  Abfurdity  to 
fuppofe)  and  kindled  into  too  rapid  a  Mo¬ 
tion,  it  may  receive  a  kind  of  Emfyreuma  * 
and  from  which  Aduhion  there  may  arife 
feveral  Sorts  of  Dihemperature  •  as  Blahs 
upon  Trees,  and  Difeafes  amongft  Cattle 
and  at  laid  end  in  a  Pehilence  amongft  Man¬ 
kind. 

FOR  further  Illuftration  hereof  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  the  nitrous  Spirit  which 
circulates  through  the  fubterraneous  Ca¬ 
verns  may,  inhead  of  Obtaining  a  fur¬ 
ther  Purification,  take  along  with  it  cor¬ 
rupt  and  poifbnous  Vapours  from  arfenical 
or  other  Minerals  j  and  loaded  therewith, 
break  out  into  the  open  Air:  And  this 
we  have  confirmed  from  common  Obferva- 
tion  in  the  We  hern  Climes  of  Jfrica,  that 
lye  under  the  Equator,  wherein  the  very 

Showers 
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Showers  feem  to  be  endued  with  a  Stiptick 
or  Cauflick  Power,  fo  as  to  taint  the  Cloaths 
and  Skin  of  the  Travellers,  and  burn,  as 
it  were,  upon  them  peftilential  Characters. 
From  which  Difpofition,  it  cannot  be  a 
Wonder  to  any,  that  the  Plague  fhould 
reign  after  Earthquakes  j  becaufe  a  poifo- 
nous  Spirit  at  flich  Times  breaks  out  into 
the  Air  *  as  alfo  that  3sitre  thus  loaded 
with  an  impure  Mixture,  and  fometimes 
too  that  which  is  deadly,  Ihould  of  it  felf, 
like  the  Occurhon  of  an  Acid,  force  out  its 
Way  wherever  there  is  Room,  and  leave 
behind  in  its  Paffage  many  Marks  of  Ma¬ 
lignity  fo  that  fubterraneous  Animals,  fuch 
as  Moles,  Mice,  Serpents,  Conies,  Foxes, 
Oh;,  as  confcious  of  approaching  Mifchief, 
leave  their  Burrows,  and  lie  open  in  the 
Air  •  which  is  alfo  a  certain  Sign  of  a 
Peftilence  at  Hand :  Hence  alio  a  hidden 
Heath  of  Fiili  j  and  a  Departure  of  the 
Birds  of  the  Air,  to  fecure  their  Safe¬ 
ty  in  that  which  is  more  wholefome. 

AFTER  tllefe  Obfervations,  it  remains 
to  Ihew  how  the  nitrous  Spirit  frequently 
receives  a  Change  like  to  that  which  may 
be  termed  Corruption,  although  it  is  vul¬ 
garly  accounted  incorruptible  in  it  fell. 
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and  is  ferviceable  in  Preferving  other  Things 
from  Putrefa&ion. 

FOR  the  Solution  of  this  uncommon 
Difficulty,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that 
Corruption  here  is  not  in  that  Senfe  finely 
as  when  it  is  the  Produce  of  Humidity, 
but  fomewhat  more  congruous  to  the  pe¬ 
culiar  Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit  *,  which 
although  it  cannot,  like  fome  other  Bodies, 
putrifie,  yet  if  it  can  be  changed  from 
its  Nature  and  Figure,  fo  as  not  to  be 
reducible  into  them  again,  it  does  not 
leem  improperly  laid  that  fuch  a  Change 
is  equivalent  to  Corruption,  its  Vitality  or 
Eifence  being  deflroyed,  and  a  new  Tex¬ 
ture  being  obtained.  And  this  1  fiiall  fur¬ 
ther  endeavour  to  illuftrate  by  a  twofold 
Argument. 

j,  r*  '  <  ,T"  ‘t  *  .  •  K  ,  *.  •- 

*>  ■  f 

FIRST,  It  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  that  what  Art,  which  is  the  Ima- 
tator  of  Nature,  can  do,  may  be  done  by 
the  Efficiency  of  a  more  powerful  Agent ; 
and  the  mod  expert  Chymifts  do  ffiew  a 
certain  -Corruption  of  Salt  nor  would  it 
be  any  great  Labour  to  difcover  here  the 
Method  how  it  is  done,  were  it  not  a 

Crime  to  expofe  the  Secrets  of  Nature  on 

trifling 


44  Of  the  Caufe  of  a  Teftilence, 

trifling  Occaflons.  But  if  my  Authority  is 

not  fufficient  to  fupport  an  Aflertion  of 

this  Weight,  I  trufl  no  one  will  rejeCt  the 

ConviCHon  that  ariles  from  EifeCls,  and 

therefore  I  fliall  reftrain  the  Proof  hereof 

to  as  ihort  a  Compafs  as  poflible.  As 

then  it  is  eflabliihed  by  the  concurrent 

* 

Authority  of  Antiquity,  that  Fire,  as  it 
is  an  Element  capable  of  Degeneration, 
and  feemingly  of  Corruption,  may  increafe 
a  peftilential  Malignity  by  Means  of  its 
great  Subtilty,  its  prodigious  Increafe,  and 
iivift  Propagation  *  Qualities  too,  which 
a  Pe-ftilence  very  much  partakes  of:  That 
which  they  conceited  of  Fire,  teems  to 
me  to  be  applicable  in  a  much  more  phl- 
lofophical  Senfe  to  that  Spirit  we  are 
fpeaking  of,  and  which  fo  nearly  refembles 
it.  1  am  indeed  a  Stranger  to  any  Thing 
in  the  Univerfe  that  makes  fo  fwift  a  Pro- 
grefs  as  a  Peftilence,  and  therefore  the 
infectious  Miafm&ta  are  in  the  facred  Scri¬ 
ptures  fly  led  Arrows  that  fly  in  the  Dark, 
and  howlbever  certain  are  their  Strokes, 
and  tho’  by  Means  of  their  Finenefs  they 
penetrate  into  the  very  Marrow,  they  yet 
&un  by  their  Suhtilty  our  Conceptions. 


AS 
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AS  to  the  Ipreading  of  a  Contagion 
from  one  to  another,  and  fo  on  to  Thou- 
fands,  there  is  nothing  can  be  poifibly 
more  fwift  in  the  Progrefs  of  Fire  •  and 
it  exceeds  even  Antimony  in  the  Retention 
of  its  Properties,  though  that  lofes  them 
not  in  a  thoufand  Infufions :  But  the  in- 
flantaneous  Progrefs  of  this  Enemy  to  Man¬ 
kind  is  beft  illuRrated  by  the  Rapidity  of 
Light,  which  is  not  greater.  But  more  of 
this  we  pafs  by  till  we  come  profeffedly 
to  fpeak  of  a  Contagion. 

SECONDLY,  The  particular  Nature  of 
the  pefilential  may  be  known 

from  their  peculiar  Influence  upon  the 
faline  Particles  in  a  humane  Body  *,  for 
nothing  afts  with  more  Efficacy  and  Ener¬ 
gy  upon  a  faline  Body,  than  another  par¬ 
taking  of  the  fame  Quality  j  and  nothing 
is  more  plain  than  that  this  nitrous  Spirit 
is  of  more  Efficacy  than  the  AHahefi  it 
fielf,  as  by  it  the  fibrous  Parts  of  the  Blood 
are  immediately  corroded  and  diffolved 
and  therefore  after  dangerous  Hemorrhages, 
very  little  Coagulation  can  be  obtained  in 
the  extravafated  Blood,  unlefs  \by  its  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  the  Cold  ^  but  as  often 

as 
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as  that  does  happen,  do  not  we  imme¬ 
diately  find  a  Fixation  of  the  Fluids,  and 
a  certain  Congelation  of  the  Juices,  which 
greatly  retards  their  rapid  Motions,  and 
fometimes  brings  even  a  total  Stagnation : 
It’s  furthermore  of  confiderable  Importance 
to  our  prelent  Argument,  that  Spafrns,  the 
conftant  Attendants  of  a  Plague,  have 
their  Origin  from  an  acrid  vellicating  Salt 
in  the  nervous  Fluid. 

T  O  thefe  it  may  likewife  be  added, 
that  a  PelHlence  has  a  great  Similitude  to 
a  fcorbutick  Habit,  having  its  Origin  from 
a  fa  line  Conftitution  of  Blood  j  and  the 
rreat  Likenefs  there  is  in  many  Circum- 

O 

fiances  of  their  Generation  and  Propaga¬ 
tion,  infomuch  that  after  a  Peftilence  is 
with  others  ceaied,  it  will  yet  continue  to 
infeft  fcorbutick  Conftitutions  j  as  hereafter 
will  further  appear  :  From  the  fame  Caufe 
likewife  does  a  peftilential  Contagion  reign 
moft  in  Maritime  Countries,  and  near  the 
Sea-Coafts  •  becaufe  inch  a  faline  Difpo- 
fition  does  there  mod:  abound  ^  and  the 
Truth  of  this,  the  Maritime  Parts  of  our 
own  Country  do  by  fad  Experience  too 
much  teftifie. 


LAST- 
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LASTLY,  If  Arguments  taken  to  this 

. 

Purpofe  from  the  Method  of  Cure  were 
valid,  from  thence  it  may  be  gathered, 
that  a  faline  Spirit  hath  a  great  Share  in 
giving  Rife  to  a  Peftilence  ^  for  in  our  cu¬ 
rative  Regards  for  this  Diflemper,  a  skilful 
and  upright  Phyfician  bends  his  whole 
Care  at  fir#  to  prevent  its  Attack,  which 
he  does  by  the  Ufe  of  oleaginous  Sub#an- 
ces,  by  that  Means  expecting  to  cover  over 
the  Stomach  as  it  were  with  a  Pla#er,  to 
guard  it  again#  iharp  and  corroflve  Effluvia 
the  fame  Intention  is  alfo  purfued  by  Me¬ 
dicines,  in  endeavouring  to  defend  again# 
the  poifonous  Taint,  or  throw  it  out  when 
received  by  A lexifhar m icks  and  Diafhc~ 

r.etich:  For  every  one  who  is  but  tolera¬ 
bly  converfant  in  fuch  Pradice,  very  well 
knows  that  the  faline  Particles  are  thrown 
on  this  Way  much  more  eiie£lually  than 
oy  any  other  ^  and  a  further  Demon#rati- 
on  of  this  Matter  is  alfo,  that  the  Sweat 
of  infefted  Perfons,  as  in  the  late  Sicknefs, 
gives  extream  pungent  Pains  by  its  Acri¬ 
mony  in  its  Exit  •  and  that  the  more  brackiih 
fuch  Sweat  comes  out,  the  more  ferficeable 
It  proves-  whereas  when  it  happened  to  be 
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foft  and  infipid,  it  was  a  fure  Forerunner  of 
worfe  Symptoms,  and  even  of  Death. 

FURTHERMORE,  as  to  curative 
Intentions,  all  Diligence  was  ufed  to  pre- 
ferve  and  reRore  the  internal  Ferments 
from  a  Contagion  5  and  this  was  chiefly 
done  by  faline  Preparations  of  various 
Kinds,  which  gave  greater  Energy  to  the 
natural  Spiris,  fo  as  to  alter  and  renew 
them  by  Means  of  that  Similitude  of  Tex¬ 
ture  and  Confutation  naturally  between 
them. 

AGAIN,  what  was  excreted  did  greatly 
efcablifh  this  our  Hypothecs  ^  what  was 
thrown  up  by  hard  Vomiting  dilcovered  no- 
thine;  more  than  a  rancid  Brackifhnefs,  that 
vellicated  the  Stomach  into  Convulfions  by 
its  acrimonious  and  corrofive  Qualities  j 
and  the  frothy  and  fermentative  Nature  of 
what  was  ejefted  by  Stool,  fully  fhowed  its 
faline  Mixture:  But  we  iliall  come  more 
fully  to  talk  of  this  hereafter :  To  con¬ 
clude  therefore  this  Controverfie  *,  although 
the  Hypothecs  here  laid  down  may  at  firfl 
Appearance  feem  new,  yet  it  does  not  fo 
far  diher  from  the  Sentiments  of  the  An¬ 
cients  upon  the  fame  Subj-eft,  as  confirm 

and 


and  a  Contagion. 

and  explain  what  they  have  faid :  It  comes 
down  to  us  for  the  Opinion  of  fome  of 
them,  that  a  Putrefaction  of  Choler  in  an 
humane  Body  gives  Rite  to  a  Peftilence  ^ 
and  of  others,  that  Fire  may  be  fo  cor¬ 
rupted,  as  to  occafion  the  lame*,  what 
therefore  the  former  conceived  of  Choler, 
and  the  latter  of  Fire,  we  judge  more 
juftly  afcribed  here  to  a  vitiated  faline  Spi^ 
rit.  But  leaft  we  ffiould  too  long  dwell 
upon  this  Argument,  if  it  was  needful  to 
recite  all  the  Caufes  enumerated  by  Authors  of 
this  Malady,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
any  one  which  does  not  coincide  with  this 

our  Hyfothejis  ^  fo  that  whofoever  pleafes 

:  -•».  *• 

to  be  at  this  Pains,  muff  either  affent  with 
us,  or  rejeCf  it  ^  but  he  that  does  not 
like  our  Opinion,  would  do  well  to  fhew 
a  better* 


I  N  the  above  defcribed  Pefiilence,  as  in¬ 
deed  in  many  others,  Perfons  frequently 
died,  without  any  preceeding  Symptoms  of 
‘Horror,  Thirft,  or  concomitant  Fever : 
For  the  Confirmation  of  which-j  I  fhall  give 
an  Inhance  or  two  out  of  a  great  many  * 
A  Woman,  who  was  the  only  one  left  alive 
of  the  Family,  and  yet  to  her  Thinking 
perfe&ly  well,  perceived  upon  her  Breaft 

E  the 
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the  peftilential  Spots,  which  fhe  looking 
upon  to  be  the  fatal  Tokens ,  in  a  very 
fhort  Space  died,  without  feeling  any  other 
Diforder,  or  any  other  Forerunner  of  Death. 

A  Youth  alfo  of  a  good  Conftitution, 
alter  he  had  found  himfelf  on  a  hidden 
marked  with  the  Tokens  of  the  Contagion, 
believed  at  firft  they  were  not  the  genuine 
Marks,  becaufe  he  found  himfelf  fo  well, 
and  yet  he  was  dead  in  lefs  than  four 
Flours  after,  as  his  Phyfician  had  before 
prognofticated. 

BUT  how  faddenly  foever  the  Sicknefs 
killed  feme  People,  whether  by  fuddeniy 
leizing  the  Brain,  Heart,  Lungs,  or  any 
other  principal  Part,  with  a  deadly  In¬ 
fection,  or  poifoning  the  vital  Spirits  at 
once,  lb  that  no  Appearance  could  be  dil- 
cerned,  even  of  a  lurking  Fever,  yet  for 
the  moft  Part,  feme  Fever  did  ihew  it 
felf. 

AND  it  cannot  be  thought  ft  range, 
that  moft  who  took  the  Contagion  fnould 
have  a  Fever,  to  thole  who  confider  the 
Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit,  efpecially  when 
degenerated,  and  that  from  the  moft  flight 

Caufe 
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Caufe  it  will  take  Fire,  and  excite  Heat  j 
and  the  Fever  accompanying  this  prelent 
Sicknefs  was  of  the  worft  Kind,  both  on 
Account  of  its  State  and  Periods,  fometimes 
imitating  a  Quotidian ,  and  at  others  a 
Tertian ;  fometimes  feeming  to  retreat, 
and  at  others  attacking  again  with  redoubled 
Fury  :  There  was  never  a  total  CefTation, 
but  fom  etimes  a  Remiiiion  for  an  Hour  or 
two,  although  every  Exacerbation  was  worfe 
than  the  former ;  but  this  I  pafs  by  here^ 
having  Occafion  hereafter  to  enlarge  further 
thereupon. 

A  T  length  therefore,  to  difeharge  my 
Promife  in  giving  a  fhort  Account  of  a 
Contagion,  as  of  a  Difeafe  that  is  commu¬ 
nicable  that  Way  only,  and  killing  moft 
it  feizes,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  the 
Infe£lion  of  the  peftilential  Poifon  is  not 
only  tranferrable  from  one  Subjefb  to  ano¬ 
ther,  either  by  mediate  or  immediate  Con- 
.  ta£l,  and  exciting  the  fame  Symptoms  ^ 
but  all  the  Conditions  like  wife  of  its  Ex¬ 
ertion,  are  as  confpicuous  as  the  Noon-day 
Sun  ^  wherefore  thole  Arguments  to  prove 
the  peftilential  Corruption  not  to  arife 
from  Contagion,  are  trifling',  and  not  worth 
Notice,  as  altogether  difeonfonant  to  Rea- 
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fon  and  Experience;  and  after  I  have  enu¬ 
merated  the  Conditions  of  a  contagious 
Exertion;,  I  doubt  not  but  to  make  this 
Matter  clear  to  every  one. 

FOUR  Things  chiefly  are  neceflary  to 
a  Contagion: 

FIRST i  That  there  is  an  Efflux  of  the 

contagious  Seminhtm. 
v  D 

SECONDLY,  That  there  is  a  conve¬ 
nient  Medium  for  the  contagious  Particles 
to  move  through,  and  be  conveyed  by. 

TH  IRE)  LTj  A  Fitnefs  in  the  Subject 
to  receive  and  cherifli  the  contagious  Efflu¬ 
via.  And, 

FOURTHLY,  A"  due  Stay  of  this  Se- 
minium  ;  of  all  which  diftin&ly. 

T II E  Quantity  of  Neceffaries  daily 
taken  in  for  Refreihment  does  evidently 
demonftrate,  that  infenflble  Perfpiration  is 
much  larger  than  all  other  Evacuations 
together :  But  where  a  Peftilence  invades, 
a  yet  much  greater  WaA  is  made  that 
Way  than  in  a  Time  of  Health,  by  the 

inteftine 
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inteftine  Colluflation  and  Struggle  of  oppo¬ 
site  Principles  in  the  animal  Fluids  -  this 
is  confirmed  by  the  Observation  of  Sanclo- 
rluSj  who  tells  us,  that  Perfons  taken  with 
a  peftilential  Contagion,  immediately  be^ 
come  much  lighter,  the  Effluvia  of  their 
Bodies  breaking  through  on  all  Sides  with 
Rapidity,  for  fuch  is  the  Energy  of  the 
peftilential  Taint,  that  it  immediately  Sub¬ 
tilizes  more  thick  Subfiances,  and  gives 
them  fuch  a  Sharpnels,  as  to  cut  their 
Way  like  fo  many  Needles,  or  Wedges, 
and  very  often  carry  along  with  them 
thofe  natural  Spirits  which  fhould  be  a 
Prefervative  to  the  whole  Frame:  Hence 
Sometimes  follow  Swoonings  and  Paintings 
that  are  fatal,  and  which  are  certain  Indicati¬ 
ons  of  that  W  aft  of  Spirits  that  hath  been 
made  by  the  peftilential  Pcifon. 

HENCE  moreover  it  appears,  of  what 
a  diffufed  Nature  this  Contagion  may  be 
of,  by  the  great  Plenty  that  tranfpires  from 
*  an  infefted  Perfon*  and  which  Steam  a- 
lone,  as  it  is  lufficient  to  communicate  the 
ftifeftion,  fo  it  is  alio  capable  of  vaft  Di¬ 
latation  and  Diffufion  •  not  much  unlike 
the  Snuff  of  a  Candle,  which  not  only 
emits  "a  great  deal  ol  Smoak,  but  carries 
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a  coniiderable  Stench  along  with  it  into 
very  dihant  Parts. 

SECONDLTy  A  fit  Medium  is  very 
conducive  to  the  Propagation  of  the  Plague  • 
for  according  to  the  Difpofltion  of  th at, 
in  being  more  or  lefs  open  or  confined,  is 
the  Infeftion  fooner  or  flower  communica¬ 
ted  :  Nor  is  there  any  Doubt,  but  that 
the  Air  is  this  fit  Medium ,  and  whofe 
Pores,  altho’  very  minute,  are  readily  filled 
with  it  ^  and  therein  the  noxious  Effluvia 
lodge  fecurely,  unlefs  expelled  by  any  ex¬ 
ternal  Force. 

THE  Air  is  moreover  the  more  con¬ 
venient  Recepticle  and  Conveyance  of  this, 
peftilential  Poifbn,  on  account  of  that  ni¬ 
trous  Spirit  with  which  it  abounds  hence 
it  more  eafily  receives  the  poifonous  Auray 
and  faithfully  preferves  it  as  in  a  proper 
Confervatory,  and  on  this  Account  the  per¬ 
nicious  Qualities,  (unlefs  frit  deitroyed  by 
feme  uncommon  Power)  fooner  reach  any 
Subject  to  a  &  upon,  and  float  about  in 
Readinefs  for  Defiruftioh  :  Sometimes  alfo 
the  peftilential  Mmfmata  may  be  broke  and 
deftroyed  by  the  Occurfion  of  others, 

with- 
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without  any  Perception  of  either  having 
been  in  this  Medium. 

.  . '  »  s  ' 

HENCE  ity  is  ftrongly  conje&u- 
red  how  the  peftilential  Seminium  comes 
to  be  hid  fo  iecretly  in  the  Porohties  of 
the  Air,  fo  as  to  be  conveyed  from  one 
Country  to  another,  and  to  travel  unper¬ 
ceived  into  very  diftant  Regions.  Further, 
as  this  Medium.  is  more  frill,  it  is  fo  much 
the  more  capable  to  receive  the  peftilential 
Infection  \  whereupon  Places  that  are  dole, 
confined,  and  dark,  as  Prifons,  and  Houfes 
in  Vallies,  are  much  more  liable  to  Conta¬ 
gion,  than  Situations  upon  Eminencies, 
where  the  Air  is  frequently  agitated  by 
Winds  ■.  for  the  malignant  Effluvia  cannot 
fo  well  fix  in  an  Air  fo  tumultuoufly 
hurried  about and  they  are  likewife  ren- 
dred  lefs  hurtful  by  a  continual  Mixture 
of  freih  Air  with  them. 

TfHIR  D  RT,  A  fuitable  Difpolition  of 
the  Subjeft  is  very  neceffary  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  the  peftilential  Taint  and  this 
Difpofition  refpefts  either  fome  Fitnefs  in 
the  Pores  of  the  Body,  or  a  long  Accu¬ 
mulation  of  diftempered  Humours.  The 
more  open  the  Fores  are,  and  the  wider, 
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by  fo  much  the  more  eafily  will  the  In¬ 
fection  penetrate  into  the  Body  ♦  and  the 
more  conftringed  they  are,  the  better  Se¬ 
curity  is  there  againft  it,  infomuch  that 
hardly  by  any  other  Means  can  it  enter. 

A  Turgefcency  of  bad  Humours  greatly 
facilitates  the  Plague’s  Admiffion  into  any 
Perfon,  whether  fuch  a  morbid  Conftitution 
arifes  from  the  Supprellion  of  ufual  Eva¬ 
cuations,  or  from  an  erroneous  Ufe  of  the 
Non-naturals ,  and  mof  of  all,  a  Load  of 
bad  Humours  from  an  Excefs  or  a  Surfeit, 
leaves  fo  great  a  Similitude  to  the  pefti- 
lential  Poifon,  as  greatly  to  encourage  its 
Admiffion.  But  befides  thefe  Difpofitions 
or  the  Subje£t,  it  is  much  to  the  Purpole 
to  fuggeft  this  following  Obfervation  •  That 
the  Plague  is  fometimes  fo  much  heredi¬ 
tary,  and  influenced  by  a  feminal  Taint, 
that  in  a  common  Contagion  it  fliall  exert 
it  f elf  in  feme  much  after  the  fame  Manner 
upon  Children,  as  in  their  Parents  ;  as  in  the 
Small -Pox j  and  other  Affe£HonsNof  like  Ka- 
ture.  \ 

FO  V  RT H LTy  It  is  neceffary  that  there 
fhould  be  a  continual  Lodgment  of  the 
peftilential  Poifon^  for  if  the  noxious  Steams 
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were  blown  away  as  foon  as  received,  there 
would  be  but  little  Mifchief  done:,  but 
thofe  which  meet  with  any  glutinous  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  a  certain  Lent  or  from  the  Vifcidity 
of  the  Humours,  with  which  they  lie  en¬ 
tangled,  until  they  are  carried  through 
the  larger  Veffels  with  the  Blood,  be- 
gin  to  fufe  and  taint  all  the  animal 
Juices  *,  and  thus  the  peftiferous  Mlafmata 
having  got  PoiTeffion,  are  able  to  fubvert 
the  whole  Machine,  and  bring  all  into 
Confufion,  without  requiring  any  long  Stay 
to  execute  their  pernicious  EffeTs ,  for 
as  loon  as  they  once  find  a  vifcid  and 
tenacious  Subfiance,  they  eagerly  join  with 
it,  and  are  with  great  Difficulty  to 
be  extricated.  Yet  notwithstanding  it  is 
generally  thus,  I  have  fometimes  found 
Infiances  of  a  longer  Stay  of  the  pefti- 
lential  Poifon  before  its  Exertion,  where 
the  Symptoms  of  Infection  have  not  ap¬ 
peared  until  a  fit  Time  of  Maturity  for 
Eruption  into  Aftion  •  and  for  the  Confo¬ 
rmation  of  which,  feveral  Infiances  might 
be  produced  were  it  controverted  \  I  have 
known  many  uo  into  the  Country  after 
Intercourfes  with  the  intended,  and  keep 
well  for  a  Month  or  two,  when  the  Ene¬ 
my  that  has  lay  bid  fo  long,  rallied  out 
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of  its  Faftneifes,  and  by  its  Fury  iufficient- 
ly  compenlated  its  foregoing  Delays  j  and 
this  Eruption  fooner  might  very  probably 
have  been  hindred,  partly  by  the  Vifcidity 
of  the  Flumours  entangling  the  peftilential 
Miqfmata,  and  partly  from  an  over-powerful 
balfamick  Quality,  natural  to  a  good  Blood, 
and  to  a  Plenty  and  Vigour  of  animal  Spirit  • 
but  as  I  would  not  be  tedious  upon  Things 
ib  very  obvious,  this  ihall  fuffice  concerning 
a  Contagion, 

B  E  S  I  D  E  S  the  Caufes  already  recited, 
there  may  be  others  alfo  worth  Confidera- 
tion,  viz.  the  eating  corrupted,  or  rotten 
Flefh  *  and  it  is  not  at  all  foreign  to  our 
Purpofe  here  to  take  Notice,  that  on  the 
Year  before  the  late  pefHlential  Sicknefs, 
there  was  a  great  Mortality  amongif  the 
Cattel,  from  a  very  wet  Autumn,  whereby 
their  Carcafes  were  fold  amongit  the  ordi¬ 
nary  People  at  a  very  mean  Price  j  and  -a 
great  deal  of  putrid  Flumours  in  all  like¬ 
lihood  produced  from  thence :  And  this, 
in  the  Opinion  of  many,  was  the  Source  of 
our  laid  Calamities  and  many  knowing 
Perfons  afcribe  the  Pefiilence  to  this  Ori¬ 
gin,  as  the  morbid  Bifpofition  which  fuch 
ti  Feeding  muft  needs  fubjeT  the  People, 

could 
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could  not  but  facilitate  both  the  Infection, 
and  Progrefs  of  that  fatal  Deftroyer. 

T  O  this  I  do  not  deny,  but  that  the 
common  People,  who  fed  upon  fuch  a  Diet 
even  to  Gluttony,  might  treafure  up  Mat¬ 
ter  enough  for  fo  deadly  an  Impreffion, 
and  with  which  the  Plague  might  naturally 

'is 

enough  go  into  a  Co-operation}  but  fuch 
Provifion,  although  very  much  corrupt,  and 
liable  thereby  to  excite  Symptoms  like  to 
thofe  in  a  Peililence  •  yet  they  were  not  in 
Plenty  enough  to  fupply  the  whole  Market  } 
and  therefore  a  Caufe  fo  private  and  par¬ 
ticular,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  extend  to 
fo  univerfal  an  EffeCt. 

HENCE  it  is  further  manifeft,  that 
a  corrupt  Diet  can  do  no  more  in  giving  a 
pehilential  Impreilion,  than  a  good  one  can 
in  removing  it}  and  therefore,  not  to  dwell 
too  long  upon  this  Matter,  it  is  my  Opi¬ 
nion  that  fuch  a  Way  of  Living  may  raife 
*  the  Humours  to  a  Degree  of  Putrefaction, 
jas  brings  Fevers  very  malignant,  and  caufes 
epidemical  Diieales,  but  not  a  true  PeLL 
lence. 


AND 
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AND  the  Conjecture  that  a  Sicknefs  a- 
mongft  Cattle  is  transferrable  to  the  humane 
Species,  hath  not  yet  appeared  on  any 
good  Foundation ;  but  to  remove  this 
Difficulty,  no  one  doubts  but  that  a 
Plague  amongft  Cattle,  from  fome  com¬ 
mon  Caufe,  as  a  Corruption  of  the  aerial 
Nitre,  and  which  differs  from  a  Plague 
amongft  Men  but  in  Degree,  may  alfo 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  humane  Species; 
that  is,  a  feebler  Degree  of  Poifon,  and 
a  milder  Aura,  may  taint  the  Herbage, 
than  that  which  is  fufficient  to  deftroy 
the  firmer  Conftitution  of  Animals;  befides 
which,  from  the  Diverfity  in  the  Pores  of 
Brutes,  and  their  different  Conffitutions, 
and  the  Fortitude  in  the  Spirit  of  a  Man, 

I  cannot  be  induced  to  believe  that  the 
Peftilence  amongft  Cattle  from  a  private 
Caufe,  can  ever  obtain  any  Dominion  over 
Mankind.  Thefe  Stories  therefore  have  no 
Weight  with  me,  that  a  certain  Leech, 
upon  opening  an  Horfe,  that  with  a  great 
many  others  had  died  of  fbme  common 
Diitemper,  in  Order  to  know  what  it  was. 


and  finding  certain  peftilential  Tokens  upon 
his  Inwards,  both  the  Mafter  and  the  Fa¬ 
mily  foori  died  of  the  Infection :  which. 


yet 
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yst  went  no  further  than  that  Family ,  but 
expired  with  them. 

•“  A 

DURING  the  late  Plague  likewife  at 
London,  a  Citizen  travelling  into  the  Coun¬ 
try,  found  his  Horfe  of  a  fudden  to  tire 
and  fall  down,  whereupon  he  opened  his. 
Mouth  to  find  out  if  poffible  the  Cauie  Oj. 
lo  hidden  a  Change w  hen  the  good  Man, 
upon  Receipt  of  the  Horfe’s  Breath  upon 
him,  immediately  grew  fick,  and  died  m  two 

Days  Time. 

BUT  thefe  and  the  like  Inftances  cer¬ 
tainly  tend  to  prove  no  more  than  that 
there  may  be  Gonftitutions  and  malignant 
Steams,  which,  by  agitating  the  Mafs  of 
Humours,  may  excite  putrid  and  irregular 
Orgafms,  wherein  the  Juices  and  Animal 
Fluids,  according  to  the  Quantity  and  Pre¬ 
valency  of  the  Diftemperature,  and  the 
Variety  of  the  infufed  Taint,  with  the 
Diverfity  of  PutrefaTion,  goes  into  Corru- 
k  ption  y  but  the  forementioned  Tranfplan- 
tation  of  the  Plague  does  not  happen  but 
where  there  is  a  fuitable  Predifpofition  of 
Humours  to  admit  it,  as  its  Caufe  is  not 
general. 


MOKE- 
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M OREQVER,  although  the  Intem¬ 
perature  of  the  Year,  fudden  Change  of 
Air,  Suppreffion  of  ufual  Evacuation,  Di¬ 
minution  of  Perforation,  Drunkfennefs,  Ve- 
nery,  arid  Paffions  of  the  Mind,  efpecially 
Anger  and  Fear,  are  juftly  reckoned  a- 
mongfl*  the  remote  Caufes  of  a  PeRilence  • 
yet  they  regard  rather  the  Invafion  of  it, 
than  its  Origin  -  ;but  of  this  we  fhall  fay 
more  hereafter.  As  to  the  abovementioned 
Paflions,  it  is  almoR  incredible  how  fome 
at  the  Height  of  the  Infection,  would  from 
a  very  flight  Caufe  kindle  into  the  utmoR 
Rage,  and  rave  at  one  another  like  meer 
Scolds,  until  Death  parted  their  Conten¬ 
tions. 


NOR  does  Fear  or  Sorrow  lefs  prepare 
the  Way  for  the  Infection,  by  deadning 
the  Fancy  and  Memory,  by  Suffocating  the 
Spirits,  Supprefling  the  natural  Heat,  break¬ 
ing  the  Confutation,  and  Promoting  Malig¬ 
nity  :  We  have  manifold  Inffances  of  this 
kind  in  Readinefs  •  but  if,  as  feme  do,  we 
ihouid  be  prolix  in  the  Enumeration  of 
Things  that  want  not  Proof,  the  Reader 
would  be  quite  tired  with  needlefs  Stories. 


BUT 
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BUT  now  it  may  be  convenient  to  add 
a  few  Remarks  concerning  the  Tranflation 
of  a  Peftilence  from  an  hot  Country  to  a 
cold  one  *,  for  according  to  the  different 
Rffe&s  of  Heat  and  Cold,  the  one  atte- 
nuating  and  rarefying,  the  other  condenfmg 
and  conftipating,  the  peffilentiai.  Venom  is 
flrangely  altered,  infomuch  that  in  a  Thing 
fo  obvious,  there  does  not  require  much  to 
belaid:  Every  Thing  of  this  kind  pro- 
digiouhy  fpreads  in  hot  Climates,  as  being 
more  fubtile  than  even  the  Air  it  felf; 
though  the  fame  in  the  Northern  Countries 
is  more  retrained,  and  confined  in  Fa ft* 
neffes  it  cannot  efcape  from  *,  and  from  hence 
the  Reafon  is  very  obvious  why  there  is  fo 
much  Difference  between  the  Difeafes  of 
different  Climates,  which  would  be  too  te¬ 
dious  for  us  here  to  go  into. 

T  O  come  nearer  therefore  to  our  Buix- 
nels  j  the  lame  Affections  that  in  an  hot 
-Country  heat  the  Blood  and  other  jjuices, 
lo  as  in  a  great  Mealiire  to  put  them  into 
Fufion,  when  tranilated  into  the  contrary 
Ext  ream  may  give  contrary  Properties  to 
tiie  lame  Fluids,  and  e  contra  ^  and  this 
might  be  demonftrated  by  innumerable 

Expe- 
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Experiments,  were  there  any  Doubt  about 
it. 

IT  being  then  granted,  that  this  Plague 
firft  was  brought  from  Africa,  or  Afia,  to 
Holland ,  and  from  thence  into  Britain ,  every 
one  may  eafily  conjecture,  how  much  Al¬ 
teration  it  mud:  undergo  in  fuch  a  Travel, 
from  a  hot  and  dry  Climate ,  into  a  moift 
and  cold  one,  not  fo  much  in  its  own  Na¬ 
ture,  as  from  the  Vehicle  of  Air  which 
conveyed  it,  and  thereby  producing  diffe¬ 
rent  Degrees  of  InfeCHon,  and  Series  of 
Symptoms :  But  this  Variation  would  be 
mod:  difcernable  in  the  Complication  of 
the  peftilential  Seminium ,  with  the  particu¬ 
lar  Difeafes  of  each  Country,  and  thofe 
which  are  as  it  were  peculiar  to  them ; 
This  in  our  Cafe  is  very  well  worth  No¬ 
tice,  for  in  Holland ,  where  the  Scurvy  ex- 
treamly  reigns,  ‘and  therefore,  for  Reafons 
before  given,  mod  liable  to  a  peftilential 
Infection,  it  obtained  only  as  a  more  ag¬ 
gravated  Scurvy ,  as  ilrall  hereafter  be  fur¬ 
ther  remarked. 

A  S  for  that  Opinion  of  the  famous 
j ftrchcr,  about  animated  Worms,  I  mud: 
confefs  I  never  could  come  .at  any  fuch 

Dil- 
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Difcovery  with  the  Help  of  the  beft  Glaffes'* 
nor  ever  found  the  fame  difcovered  by  any 
other ;  but  perhaps  in  our  cloudy  bland 
we  are  not  fb  iharp-iighted  as  in  the  fe- 
rene  Air  of  Italy ,  and  with  Submillion  to 
io  great  a  Name,  it  feems  to  me  very 
dilcoiifonant  to  Reafon,  that  fuch  a  peili- 
lential  Seminhim ,  which  is  both  of  a  nitrous 
and  poifonous  Nature,  fhould  produce  a 
living  Creature. 

A  S  in  putrid  Fevers,  fo  in  a  PelrilenceJ 
Malignity  is  a  Deftroyer  of  IiifeHs,  and 
frightens  them  away  as  it  were  alive,  fo 
far  is  it  from  giving  Birth  to  them  •  in¬ 
deed  in  fome  malignant  Ulcers  and  Can¬ 
cels,  and  in  the  Blood  of  fome  People, 
jome tunes  aniyyialcula  are  found  ^  but  this  is 
rather  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  Eifed  of 
fome  Fault  in  the  nutritious  Juice,,  than 
the  Produce  of  any  Poifon  *  and  therefore 
they  are  not  to  be  accounted  amdne’ft  th0* 
Caufes  of  a  Pehilence. 


C  «  3 


SECTION  III. 

Of  the  primary  Seat  of  a  Peflilence ;  where , 
by  the  Way^  is  confidered  the  Nature  of 
the  Spirits ,  and  their  Infection  in  an 
humane  Body  from  Poifon . 

IN  Order  to  put  an  End  to  the  Con- 
troverfies  about  the  Seat  of  a  Peflilence, 
which  have  from  Antiquity  even  to  this 
Day  been  warmly  maintained,  many  Au¬ 
thors  putting  the  Heart  for  the  Principle 
of  Life  and  Death,  fome  the  Brain,  and 
'  others  the  Stomach,  Lungs,  or  Liver :  It 
will  be  necefifary  here  to  difcover  the  im¬ 
mediate  Refidence  of  the  peibilential  Semi - 
nium :  Since  therefore  the  above-mentioned 
Aura. ,  according  to  Hyfothejis ,  is  very 
fubtile  and  fpirituous,  for  that  Reafon  there 
auft  neceffarilv  be  lome  conformable  Pro¬ 
perty  in  the  Matter  which  is  fit  to  receive 
it  ^  as  therefore  there  is  not  in  the  whole 
humane  Machine  any  Subject  more  appo- 
fite,  and  capable  of  its  Union,  than  the  ani¬ 
mal  Spirits,  we  mult  fix  its  Refidence  there. 
But  becaufe  I  am  lenfihle  what  Objeftions 
this  Opinion  lies  open  to,  with  fome  Per- 
fions,  who  may  not  conceive  how  an  im¬ 
mediate 
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mediate  Infeftion  of  the  Spirits  is  commu¬ 
nicable  to  the  Vifcera,  and  all  Parts  of 
the  Body,  it  will  be  neceftary  to  go  thro’ 
this  Matter  in  a  very  particular  Manner,  by 
enquiring  • 


FIRST,  What  are  the  Spirits  concern¬ 
ing  which  we  are  here  fpeaking  ? 

SECON  DLT,  What  is  that  Dilpofition 
of  Spirits  which  makes  them  fit  to  receive 
the  peftilential  Imprefiion  ?  And^ 

/ 

THIRD  LT,  After  what  Manner  the* 
vitiated  Spirits  can  affeflr  the  whole  Body 
with  Diforders? 

T  O  this  Purpofe  we  mu  ft  know,  thdt 
the  Spirits  are  the  moft  thin  and  fub- 
tile  Particles  of  the  Aliment  and  other 
Juices,  raifed  to  the  utmoft  PerfefHon  and 
Volatility  by  the  innate  Heat,  and  the 
nitro  -aerial  Spirit,  to  ferve  in  the  Opera- 
*  tions  or  the  Mind,  and  all  the  Purpofes  df 
the  animal  O  Economy, 

THE  Matter  whence  the  Spirits  are 
generated  is  the  Chyle  ^  and  their  Reftaura- 
tion,  Confirmation,  and  Vigour,  are  from  the 

h  2  Re- 
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Recruits  of  Food  *,  as  is  their  Languor,  Pro- 
ifration,  and  utter  Extinction,  from  the 
Want  of  it  •  fo  that  howioever  they  were 
frit  generated  in  the  original,  they  owe 
their  Confervation  and  Vitality  to  the  Nou- 
riihment  continually  brought  inj  and  al¬ 
though  in  a  State  of  perfeCt  Health  they 
are  never  changed  by  that,  yet  they  con¬ 
tinually  aCt  upon  that  after  various  Ways, 
bringing  it  from  a  crude,  recrementicious 
State,  into  a  noble  Juice,  or  rich  fpiritual 
Balfam,  retaining  its  ideal  Character :  And 
hence  it  comes  about,  that  although  there 
'  is  a  daily  Wafte  of  Spirits,  yet  there  is  no 
W7ant,  becaufe  Nature  is  continually,  while 
Things  are  in  Health,  making  more  in- 
fomuch  that  after  a  due  Conffitution  of 
Spirits  is  obtained,  they  of  themfelves  are 
the  main  Efficients  in  making  more,  as  one 
Light  is  kindled  by  ano'her,  and  as  the 
Blood  it  lelf  is  the  chief  Inftrument  in 
Sanguification,  or  making  more  Blood. 

kj  7  O 

■  .  f  y 

I T  is  a  Matter  indeed  of  much  more 
Difficulty  to  determine,  how  Particles  from 
a  grofs  Origin,  ihould  be  raifed  to  to  great 
Volatility  and  Finenefs  \  but  this  is  very 
certain,  that  when  they  are  elaborated  in 
the  moft  perfeCt  Manner,  they  exceed  even 

the 


t 


the  Light  and  Aftivity  of  the  Sun-Beams  • 
and  the  brighter  and  more  aCtive  they  are 
the  better  do  they  perform  their  Offices 
in  the  OEconomy,  as  from  their  Efficiency 
is  procured  a  State  of  Health  and  Vigour 
both  in  Body  and  Mind. 


IT  is  of  no  great  Moment  to  enquire, 
what  Quantity  of  Spirit  is  neceffarv  for 
the  Confervation  and  Support  of  an  humane 
Body,  fo  that  we  do  but  know  they  par¬ 
take  of  the  Source  from  whence  they  are 
generated,  infomuch  that  they  are  more 
or  lefs  perfect,  according  to  the  greater  or- 
ieifer  Degree  of  Purity  in  their  productive 
juices. 


BUT  I  muft  here  acknowledge  my  felf 
diffident  in  that  Opinion  of  the  Spirits  be¬ 
ing  prepared  of  a  different  Nature  for  par¬ 
ticular  Parts,  for  according  to  the  Influen¬ 
ces  of  the  Mind,  and  the  Contiguity,  Recti¬ 
tude,  or  Confent  of  the  VefTels,  they  are 
.  by  a  voluntary  Aft  determined  the  fame 
into  this  or  that  Limb  or  Part :  Which 
is  manifeft  enough  in  the  Prick  of  a  Needle, 
or  a  venomous  Bite,  from  the  great  Afflu¬ 
ence  of  Spirits  to  that  Part  ^  I  have  there¬ 
fore  no  Notion  of  a  continued  Emanation 

F  3  *  of 
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of  Spirits,  but  that  on  fuch  Occafions  they 
are  called,  by  the  Senfation  upon  the  af= 
fefted  Part,  from  the  nervous  Origin  where 
they  are  elaborated. 


SECOND  LTy  It  fometimes  happens 
that  the  Spirits  degenerate  from  their  native 
Purity •  as  alfo  at  others,  that  they  prove 
abortive,  in  not  arriving  to  their  utmoE 
Maturity,  whereby  they  die  more  open  to 
foreign  Impreilions  of  Diftemperature. 

BUT  when  the  Juices,  or  common 
Promptuary  from  whence  the  Spirits  are 
generated,  is  not  uniform,  genuine,  and  per¬ 
fect  in  kind,  it  is  impoilihle  that  Spirits 
fhould  be  made  from  it  in  any  tolerable 
Perfection :  for  one  may  as  well  pretend 
to  wafh  a  Brick,  or  draw  clear  Water  from 
a  foul  Spring,  as  expert  pure  and  natural 
Spirits  from  a  corrupt  and  vitiated  Chyle  \ 
although  even  when  the  Chyle  is  in  right 
Order,  there  may  various  Errors  happen 
in  the  Generation  of  Spirits  j  as  from  too 
great  an  Heat  agitating  the  Blood  in  a 
preternatural  Manner,  or  from  an  imperfeft 
or  unequal  Separation  of  Particles,  or  from 
too  much  Cold  caufmg  an  Intermixture  of 
Crudities ;  and  again,  although  the  Spirits 

are 


of  a  (peflilence.  y  i 

are  duly  elaborated,  yet  they  may  run  into 
irregular  Motions,  and  be  the  Occafxon  of 
many  Diforders :  But  what  is  moft  to  the 
Purpofe,  they  may  fometimes  alfo  receive 
a  Taint  from  external  Impreffions. 

AND  this  Aptitude,  or  Propenfity  of 
the  Spirits  to  receive  a  peftilentiai  Taint, 
is  manifeft  from  their  fiery,  or  rather  faline 
Nature  and  on  Account  of  that  Subtilty 
which  they  acquire  thereby,  do  they  more 
naturally  attraft  the  contagious  Aura,  than 
Bodies  more  grofs  and  heavy :  For  as 
thefe  Spirits,  as  before  obferved,  are  nitrous, 
and  inflammable,  by  their  Similitude  to  a 
peftilentiai  Aura ,  they  not  only  are  fitted 
to  receive,  but  even  attraft  it,  and  pro¬ 
voke  it  into  Union  •  as  the  Snuff  of  a  Can¬ 
dle  juft  blown  out,  if  it  is  not  too  far  off, 
will,  by  an  Affinity  of  Qualities,  be  foon 
rekindled  by  another  lighted  one  at  fome 
Diftance  *,  and  how  much  foever  the  poi- 
fonous  Qualities  of  the  peftilentiai  Effluvia 
may  be  deftru&ive  to  the  animal  Spirits, 
yet  there  is  nothing  more  certain,  'than 
that  their  Taint  is  very  eafily  impreffed  c 

upon  them.  v 
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AFTER  the  peftilential  Poifon  is  thus 
received  by  the  Spirits,  it  is  impoilible  to 
exprefs  the  fatal  Confequences,  and  the 
cruel  Havock  that  is  made  in  the  whole 
O Economy  *,  for  the  lame  Inflruments  which 
before  were  aery,  lucid,  and  like  the  Rays  of 
the  Sun,  immediately  become  vapid,  dark, 
and  ufelefs,  neither  able  to  invigorate  the 
Conftitution,  nor  defend  it  againft  the 
Contagion. 

THIRDLY,  Having  briefly  paffed  over 
thefe  Matters,  it  remains  that  we  fliew  by 
what  Steps  the  humane  Frame  comes  to 
be  di (ordered  by  t|iis  peflilential  Invaflon  *, 
and  in  Order  to  this,  1  know  not  a  more 
fataj  Circumftance  in  Nature,  than  to  have 
the  very  Guards  and  tutelary  Prefervers  of 
Life  turn,  as  it  were,  Delerters  and  Be¬ 
trayers.  For  there  is  nothing  more  mani- 
ftft,  than  that  the  whole  Compage,  and 
its  feveral  Parts,  run  into  Decay  as  foon 
as  the  peflilential  Taint  takes  Place  ^  for 
immediately  upon  the  firft  Seizure,  the 
whole  Effort  of  Nature,  as  at  Rome  when 
Hannibal  was  at  their  Gates,  is  recolle&ed 
againfl  the  Enemy,  as  fenfible  that  all  is 
at  Stake,  but  being  unequal  to  the  ConfiiFr, 

they 
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they  retreat,  and  are  taken  Prifoners,  leav¬ 
ing  the  whole  Body  defenceleis.  Hence 
the  Infedion  runs  through  all  the  Blood, 
whereby  the  Heart  and  Lungs  are  princi¬ 
pal  Sufferers.  Hence  follows  fuch  a  Cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  nutritive  Fluids,  that  the 
whole  nervous  Syftem  is  difturbed,  the  burn¬ 
ing  Heat  of  the  Pancreas  produces  the  mo  ft 
extream  Sicknefs  *  and  hence  follows  fuch 
a  Depravation  of  the  whole  Machine,  that 
all  the  vital  Faculties  ceafe  to  ad,  and 
Death  clofes  the  fatal  Scene. 

BUT  I  do  not  at  all  fee  how  fuch  a 
noble  Part  as  the  Heart,  ftiould  be  firft 
affeded  by  any  particular  fpecifick  Qua¬ 
lity  in  the  Poifon  of  a-  Plague,  more 
than  any  other  ^  as  if  it  was  fo  fpight- 
ful,  as  feme  would  have  it,  to  attack  the 
Principles  of  Life  at  once  for  the  Heart 
feems  at  firft  to  be  affeded  chiefly  from 
the  Multiplicity  of  Veffels,  and  the  great 
Crowd  of  Circulation  that  Way,  giving 
Opportunity  for  the  Venom  fooner  to  ar¬ 
rive  thither  ^  concerning  which  we  fliali 
have  Occafion  to  fay  more  under  that 
Head  of  Symptoms. 

UPON 
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UPON  the  ftrong,  prefumptive  Proofs 
therefore  that  the  peflilential  Poifon  chiefly 
reftdes  in  the  Spirits,  we  cannot  but  much 
admire  at  the  Weaknefs  of  thole,  who  ex¬ 
pert  to  detect  its  Nature  and  Caufe  from 
what  they  can  find  on  the  DiflHtion  of 
morbid  Bodies,  and  fuch  like  Circumflances : 
For  a  very  noted  Perfon,  and  one  of  ex- 
quifite  Skill  in  Anatomy,  although  he  him- 
felf  at  laft  fell  in  the  general  Calamity, 
affirmed,  that  the  Seat  of  the  laft  Peftilence 
was  in  the  extream  Angles  of  the  Plexus 
Chora  ides,  towards  the  Cerebellum ,  becaufe  he 
had  found  a  fmall  V elide  there  •  others 
have  obferved  the  Lungs  to  have  been 
marked  with  the  Tokens  of  Infection ;  ci¬ 
thers  report  the  Heart  to  have  been  tume¬ 
fied,  and  burnt  as  it  were  to  a  Coal  ; 
whereas  it  is  plain,  that  thefe  Parts  are  only 
fo  many  Fields  of  Battle,  where  the  Spirits 
and  the  Infection  contend  it  with  each  other; 
Nor  will  any  one,  who  rightly  confiders 
thefe  Things,  wonder,  that  fuch  Marks  of 
Devaluation  fhould  every  where  be  left  by 
fo  cruel  an  Enemy. 

THEREFORE,  although  it  ihould 
be  granted  that  the  moil  obvious  and  open 

Tokens 
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Tokens  of  a  Peftilence  are  from  a  fpirituai 
and  an  invifible  Caufe,  and  whole  Effects 
may  perhaps  fbmetimes  be  laid  open  to 
Sight,  yet  I  have  no  Intention  to  diicourage 
anatomical  DiheCHons  as  a  needlefs  T  rouble, 
for  by  liich  Light,  Medicine  is  recovered 
from  the  Reproach  of  Conjecture ,  but 
when  Bodies  are  opened  which  have  been 
deftroyed  by  fuch  fubtile  A  gents  as  here  fpoke 
of,  there  is  no  Confidence  to  be  given 
from  thence  to  the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  j 
and  thole  who  have  been  mold  knowing  in 
the  Nature,  Ufe,  and  Diforders  of  the 
Spirits,  very  well  can  direft  how  to  re¬ 
cover  thofe  Diforders,  and  avoid  future 
Inconveniencies  by  immediate  Application 
thereunto. 

AND  Laftly,  to  conclude  this  Doarine 
concerning  the  Spirits  Infection,  this  irre¬ 
fragable  Argument  may  be  produced  from 
the  Intention  of  Curej  for  I  have  expe¬ 
rienced  by  more  than  a  thouland  Infiances, 
that  the  more  Cardlack  and  Jllexifharmick 
Medicines  are  fubtle  and  fpirituous,  the 
more  certainly  do  they  encounter  the  pe- 
hilential  Poifon  with  Succefs  *,  whereas, 
on  the  contrary,  thole  Medicines  wiiicn  are 

coarfer 
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courier  and  flower  of  Exertion,  do  little 
or  no  Good.  But  this  we  refer  to  the  cu¬ 
rative  Part  hereafter  in  another  Section. 

SECTION  IV. 

Of  the  Complication  of  a  Pefiilence  with 
other  DifiemperSy  and  particularly  with 
the  Scurvy. 

i 

AS  the  PefHlence  is  the  moft  powerful 
of  all  other  Diftempers,  fo  it  alfo 
claims  a  particular  Privilege  of  joining  with 
all  others;  fo  that  it  does  not  more  ex„ 
cel  in  its  own  Contrariety  and  Antipathy 
to  Nature,  than  it  afferts  a  Prerogative 
over  all  thofe  various  Evils  which  the 
humane  Frame  is  fubje&ed  to,  and  draws 
them  into  its  Affiflance  in  exercifing  its 
cruel  Power  over  Mankind. 

THIS  Affertion  might  be  fupported 
by  a  Multitude  of  Instances,  if  it  were 
not  for  taking  up  too  much  of  the  Rea¬ 
der’s  Time;  for  which  Reafon  we  fhall  on¬ 
ly  take  Notice,  that  amongfl:  all  thofe  Di- 
Rempers  which  are  thus  inclined  to  join 
their  Forces  with  this  moR  powerful  Ene- 
my?  feme  feem  to  have  a  more  particu¬ 
lar' 
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Jar  Fitnefs  for  Rich  a  Union,  from  a  com¬ 
mon  Affinity  in  the  Nature  of  their  In¬ 
fection,  and  the  Energy  of  their  Poifon. 

v-  '  A  —  '•  .  \ 

ONE  of  the  Firft  of  this  Clafs  is  the 
venereal  Difeafe,  with  which  the  peftilen- 
tial  Venom  does  in  a  very  familiar  Manner 
unite  it  felf.  At  the  firft  breaking  out  in¬ 
deed  of  the  laft  Sicknefs  it  was  given  out 
by  common  Fame,  that  thole  who  were  pre- 
vioufly  infeCted  with  any  foul  Diftemper, 
as  the  Pox  in  particular,  would  be  lecured 
thereby  againft  the  peftilentiai  Taint  ^  but 
wicked  and  impious  was  the  Confequence 
of  fuch  a  Suggeftion  *,  for  many  were 
hereby  encouraged  to  feek  the  moil  lafei- 
vious  and  filthy  Proftitutions,  on  purpofe  to 
be  fecur’d  by  one  previous  InfeCtion  againft 
another :  But  befides  the  poifonous  Qua¬ 
lity  peculiar  to  this  nafty  Difeafe,  befides 
that  Expence  of  Spirit  in  the  procuring 
it,  and  befides  a  loft  Force  of  the  Con- 
ftitution  thereby,  the  greateft  Aggravation 
*  to  this  Misfortune  was,  that  the  very  Taint 
which  was  to  defend  againft  another,  had 
it  in  its  Nature  to  be  more  forcibly  at¬ 
tracted  by  it  ^  fo  that  the  rafh  Adventurer 
was  foon  brought  to  a  bitter  Repentance 
for  his  Experiment,  by  finking  immediately 

under 
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under  the  peftilential  Contagion  at  its  firft 
Stroke ;  and  it  was  common  to  find  the 
venereal  Buboes,  by  a  very  eafy  Tranfition, 
changed  into  peftilential  Carbuncles,  except 
in  a  few  Inftances  where  Nature  found  out 


an  uncommon  Artifice  againft  thefe  united 
Powers,  by  endeavouring  an  Eje&ment  of 
their  joint  Malignities  by  Salivation,  where¬ 
by  fometimes  the  Patient  was  brought  into 
foine  Chance  for  his  Life,  both  the  Poifons 
being  in  a  great  Meafure  caft  off  together 
that  Way. 


BUT  here  it  may  hot  be  improper 
to  admonifh  the  young  Phyftcians  not  to 
be  too  forward  Imitators  of  Nature  in  fuch 
a  Circumftance  •  unlefs  they  will  run  the 
fame  Hazard  with  a  certain  Empirick, 
who  crouded  his  Powders  upon  the  Sick 
that  raided  an  untimely  Spitting,  and 
brought  a  great  many  into  a  dangerous 
Condition,  which  by  a  regular  Practice 
might  have  been,  though  with  Difficulty, 
faved. 


YET  to  fet  this  whole  Affair  in  a 
clear  Light,  there  is  great  Reafon  to 
fufpePc,  that  in  many  Cafes  Mercury  had 
for  fome  Time  remained  in  the  Body,  which, 
®  like 
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iike  a  Snake  in  the  Graft,  being  raifed  by 
the  Peftilential  Infe&ion,  flew  up  into  a 
Salivation;  for  the  febrile  Heat,  alftfted 
with  Medicines  alfo  of  an  hot  Nature 
throw  up  the  Mercury ,  which  had  long  lain 
quiet  like  a  Sublimation;  which  ihould 
be  a  Caution,  not  only  to  young  Phyfici- 
ans,  but  thofe  of  more  handing  in  Practice, 
not  to  be  fo  bufle  with  mercurial  Medi¬ 
cines,  to  Children  as  well  as  grown  Per- 
fons,  as  they  are  too  much  apt  to  be  - 
leaf!,  befldes  the  Inconveniencies  already 
mentioned,  they  caufe  malignant  "Ulcers 
and  Rotennefs  upon  the  Bones,  as  it  is  too 
commonly  obferved  to  be  done  in  irregular 
Praftice,  to  the  irreparable  Detriment  of  the 
Patients. 

I  am  not  however  ignorant  that  fometimes 
the  Peftilential  Venom  may  tumifie  the  ia- 
lival  Glands  without  any  other  Afliftance 
and  occaflon  Ulcers  in  the  Mouth  as  with 
Mercury  ;  for  it  is  a  common  Cafe  in  many 
malignant  Fevers. 

BUT  it  is  fo  clear  a  Matter  that  the 
Peftilential  and  venereal  Poiions  may  inti¬ 
mately  join  together  by  their  Aflinity 
with  one  another,  to  the  great  Detriment 
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of  Mankind,  as  to  want  no  further  Proofs* 
to  confirm  it *,  nor  does  their  Opinion  at 
all  obviate  ours,  who  place  the  venereal 
Poifbn  in  Humidity,  and  that  of  a  Pefti- 
lence  in  Drynefs,  as  long  as  the  Symptoms 
and  Affections  of  both  dilcover-  one  com¬ 
mon  Principle,  that  is,  fbmewhat  la  line -5 
but  yet  if  this  ihould  not  be  granted, 
they  are  naturally  enough  joined  toge¬ 
ther,  by  their  own  Malignity,  and  DeftruCtion 
to  humane  Nature. 

BUT  the  Affinity  between  a  Peftilence 
and  a  Scurvy  is  not  a  flight,  and  a  iup- 
pofititious  ConjeCture,  but  ftrengthened  and 
confirmed  by  a  plain  Union  between  them, 
whereby  they  attack  like  confederate  Troops ; 
and  both  confefs  the  fame  Origin,  viz,. 
a  faline  Principle  •,  as  is  molt  remarkably 
obvious  in  their  eager  Coalition,  whether 
we  confider  the  forementioned  Tranlplanta- 
tion  of  the  like  Plague  from  Turhy  to  Hol¬ 
land^  where  their  Alliance  was  fir  ft  formed* 
Or  whether  we  refieCt  upon  them  both  as 
Diftempers  equally  epidemical,  which  when 
joined  make  Inch  cruel  Havock  among  the 
human  Species  ^  as  neighbouring  Flames 
catch  together  from  a  like  Affinity  of 
Parts,  and  burn  with  united  Fury. 


FOR 
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FOR  although  there  is  a  great  Diffe¬ 
rence  in  Salts  of  different  Kinds,  yet  there  is 
a  common  Property  amongft  them  all,  that 
when  joined  together  they  cannot  hardly  by 
any  Means  poiftble  be  afterwards  feparated, 
for  which  Reafon,  when  thele  two  Enemies 
of  Mankind  were  joined,  the  complicated 
Evil  was  at  firft  cuftomarily  diftiriguilhed  by 
the  outlandijb  Scurvy which  by  a  confederate 
Power  had  increafed  its  Malignity  to  fo  great 
a  Degree.  But  to  give  fome  apparent  Faffs, 
which  irrefragably  prove  the  natural  Union 
between  thefe  two  Origins  of  Mifchiefjit  may 
be  proper  to  recite  fome  Symptoms  common 
to  them  both,  and  firft  of  all  thofe  Spots 
which  were  their  certain  Charaaerifticks, 

T'  ’  •"  v  'S  ':  "s' 

THE  Spots  of  thofe  in  the  Plague  were 
fometimes  fo  numerous,  as  to  cover  all  the 
Body,  of  which  we  ihall  fay  more  hereafter ; 
and  if  we  conftder  the  Appearances  and  Con¬ 
ditions  of  the  Spots  in  both,  we  Ihall  find  a 
very  great  Agreement ;  the  peftilential 
Spots  fometimes  break  out  broad,  at  other 
Times  more  contracted,  juft  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner  as  it  happens  in  the  Scurvy  ;  and  as  td 
their  Duration,  fometimes  they  are  longer 
but.,  than  at  others,  in  both;  now  alfo,  they 

G  fuddenlv 
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fuddenly  appear,  and  then  again  as  fuddenly 
turn  in,  and  fometimes  remain  out  for  two  or 
three  Days  together  *,  and  their  Likenefs  in 
all  RefpeHs  is  frequently  fo  great,  that  a- 
mongh  the  ignorant  Kurfes  and  Empiricks,; 
fometimes  the  fatal  "Tokens  of  a  Peflllence 
have  been,  miftaken  only  for  Scurvy  Spots  • 
As  to  their  Colour  in  a  Plague,  as  well  as  in 
a  Scurvy ,.  they  are  fometimes  florid,  refembling 
frefh  Flea-Bites,  and  at  others  dusky  and  li¬ 
vid  ;  and  I  met  with  them  in  a  certain  Youth 
refembling  Violet  Flowers  painted  all  over 
the  Body  ^  and  in  feme  1  have  feen  them  al- 
mofl  quite  black,  which  are  with  great  Diffi¬ 
culty  to  be  difiinguifhed  from  the  true  peflh 
'  lential  Tokens 

T  HERE  are  other  Symptoms  alfo  that 
denote  the  Agreement  herein,  fuch  as  large- 
Stools  of  a  feline  and  fetid  Nature,  and  which 
are  with  great  Difficulty  retrained  by  the 
mod:  powerful  Medicines  ;  but  if  fuch  a  Flux, 
continues,  it  threatens  irretrievable  Injuries, 
as  Corrofion,  Inflammation,  and  fometimes  e- 
veil  Sphacelation  of  the  Bowels,  with  intole¬ 
rable  Gripings,  and  fometimes  Lofs  of  Blood  t 
Furthermore,  the  Agreement  that  there  is  be- 

7  Ci 

tween  the  Ulcers  and  Tumours  of  both, -evi¬ 
dently  demonffrate  the  Affinity  of  both  their 

Old- 
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Origins,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully  appear 
in  that  Part  about  their  Cure. 


THE  Peftilence  likewife  fliews  its  Affini¬ 
ty  with  the  Scurvy,  by  leaving  behind  it  a 
fcorbutick  Habit,  even  where  a  Perfon  was 
not  given  to  it  in  the  leaf!  before ;  and  it  is 
not  indeed  at  all  ftrange,  that  after  fuch  Dis¬ 
orders,  and  Corruption  of  the  animal  Juices, 
and  (uch-  an  Exhalation  or  Suffocation  of  fub- 
tile  and  fpirituous  Particles,  an  Habit  ihould 
be  confirmed,  that  can  be  removed  but  by  the 
moft  generous  Remedies,  and  the  moft  pow- 
erful  jlntifcorbut icks . 

'  .  ;  ’ :  i  ^  I  '•  f  ff  *  2  t  '  '  .  .  .  •*  '  !.  *  i 

* 

I  T*' remains  now  briefly  to  enquire,  whe¬ 
ther  a  Peftilence  coming  upon  another  Dit 
eafe,  in  any  Inftances  proves  of  Service;  and 
this  I  fliali  difpatch  in  two  Pliftories  of  Cafes, 
one  in  a  Gonfumption,  and  the  other  in  the 
King  s-Evil. 


A  Girl  of  fifteen  Years  of  Age  was  fo  ema¬ 
ciated,  that  flie  had  left  little  befides  Skin 
and  Bones,  and  taking  no  Nourifhment  for 
14  Days  together,  flie  was  given  over  as 
gone  ^  but  being  called  to  the  fame  Houfe  to 
fee  her  Mother,  and  two  others  who  had  the 
InfeSidn,  and  recovered,  the  fame  Diftemper 

G  2  feiz- 
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feized,  that  Creature  almoft  half-dead  before, 
whom  alfo  I  then  attended  j  but  ftie,  who 
juft  before  lay  as  expiring,  feemed  animated 
by  the  feveriih  Heat,  began  to  move  her 
Limbs,  and  with  the  Help  of  Alexifharmkk 
Medicines,  although  before  fpeechlefs,  began 
to  complain  of  painful  Swellings  about  her  * 
but  thofe  Buboes,  which  I  fuppofe  would  o- 
therwife  have  broke  out,  for  want  of  Matter 
to  raife  them,  were  diftipated  by  Tranfpira- 
tion  •  fo  that  fhe  recovered,  and  in  about  two 
Weeks  alfo  manifeftly  loft  her  former  Diftem- 
per,  and  gathered  Flefh.  and  Strength. 

ANOTHER  Maid  of  about  16  Years 
of:  Age  i_had  been  fo  fcrophulous  from  her 
Childhood,  as  to  have  many  indurated  Glands 
remain  after  all  poftible  Means  had  been  ufed 
to  diiftpate  them.  She  at  laft  was  feized 
with  the  Contagion,  and  peftilential  Buboes 
role  upon  the  firumousG  lands,  which  fuppu- 
rated,  and  let  out  a  great  Quantity  of  Filth 
and  upon  her  Recovery  from  thencer  her  for¬ 
mer  Diftemper  was  quite  loft. 

J  '  iC  .  v  -  ’ 

SOME  gouty  Perfpns  likewise,  and  others 
accuftomed  to  very  obftinate  Complaints, 
were,  by  a  lucky  Cohjun&ion  with  this  Ii> 
fe£lion,  quite  reftoredr  and  indeed  moft  who 


were 
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were  rightly  managed  in  the  Plague,  and  per- 
feftly  recovered  of  it,  were  afterwards,  in  ma¬ 
ny  Refpe&s,  better  in  their  Health  than  be¬ 
fore  ;  fo  that  this  terrible  Enemy,  as  it  was 
commonly  fatal,  fo  it  alfo  fometimes  proved 
a  Remedy.  And  thus  much  for  the  Compli¬ 
cation  of  the  Peftilence  with  other  Diftem- 
pers.  We  fhall  now  proceed  to  its  Symptoms. 

SECTION  V. 

* 

Of  the  matiif eft  Signs  oj  the  late  Peftilence* 

IT  is  altogether  foreign  to  my  Defign  here, 
to  enumerate  ail  the  Appearances  that 
belong  to  a  peftilential  Conftitutioo,  because  a 
great  deal  may  be  afcribed  to  Phantalie  and 
Conje&ure,  as  the  Influence  of  Comets,  and  1 
the  Conjunctions  of  Planets,  with  others  of 
like  Nature:  For  what  flrange  Notions 
have  been  broached  concerning  this  Contagion, 
which  was  imported  to  us  from  Abroad? 
Are  the  Tails  of  Comets  always  armed  with 
peftilential  Arrows  ?  Or*  is  the  Air  the 
more  impure  and  unhealthful?  Had  we  any 
Famine  before  the  laft  Sicknefs?  Or  had  we 
portentious  fwarms  of  Infefts  like  Clouds  0- 
ver  us  ?  No,  juft  the  contrary,  as  we  before 
obferved ,  all  Things  from  Nature  were 
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prorpiiing  and  ferene,  and  this  Deftroyer  in¬ 
vaded  us  on  a  fudden  from  ftrange  Countries  \ 
it  is  therefore  of  more  Advantage  to  our  Be- 
lign  here,  to  take  all  its  concomitant  Signs 
from  its  manifeft  Effeds. 

AND  indeed  there  are  not  many  peculiar 
to  a  peftiientiai  Fever,  as  that  is  chiefly  a 
Colledion,  or  an  Epitome  of  all  other  Fevers 
together,  which  in  fucha  Confederacy  are  not 
therefore  without  a  tedious  Work  to  be  enu¬ 
merated  in  all  their  Affedions  ^  I  {hall  there¬ 
fore  fatisfie  my  felf  with  defcribing  fuch  on¬ 
ly  which  are  moll  obvious  to  common  Gbfer- 
vation,  and  are  met  with  in  moll  infeded  Per* 
Tons ;  and  thefe,  for  Method  fake,  I  fhall  di- 
liribute  into  two  Gaffes. 

F  I R  ST,  The  manifeil  Signs  of  Infedion. 

SECONDLY,  The  Appearances  after 
Infedion, 

BUT  hereunto  1  think  it  necdlary  to  pre- 
mife,  that  a  Peftilence  puts  on  fometimes  one, 
and  at  others,  another  Appearance,  and  fome- 
tknes  even  contrary  ones,  according  to  the 
Constitution  or  Age  of  the  Patient,  the  Sea- 
fon  of  the.  Year,  prefent  or  preceding  Pi¬ 
ll  cm  per  s. 
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ftempe.rs,  a  faulty  Way  of  Living,  and  the 
different  Means  of  Communication,  both  with 
Refpeft  to  Virulence  and  Degree. 

THE  Symptoms  of  the  firft  Clafs  are 
Horror,  Vomiting,  Delirium,  Dizzinefs, 
Head-ach,  and  Stupefaction. 

OF  the  fecond,  a  Fever,  Watching,  Pal¬ 
pitation  of  the  Heart,  Bleeding  at  Nofe,  and 
a  great  Heat  about  the  Brecordia . 

THE  Signs  more  peculiar  to  a  Pestilence, 
$re  thofe  Puitules  which  the  common  People 
call  BUins ,  Buboes,  Carbuncles,  Spots,  and 
thofe  Marks  called  Tokens •  of  all  which 
diftinffly. 

I  do  not  know  indeed  throughout  the  whole 
Compafs  of  Nature  (as  before  it  hath  been 
frequently  hinted)  any  Thing  fo  fitbtile  as  the 
peftilential  Poifon,  and  what  will  penetrate 
the  Body  with  fo  much  Swiftnefs  and  Secrecy, 
infomuch  that  it  is  not  perceived  fometimes 
till  long  after  its  Entrance  ^  what  therefore 
is  commonly  faid  of  its  fenfible  Attack,  and 
that  the  Infedkd  feel  its'firlb  Infuit  as  from  a 
fudden  Blow,  is  more  the  EfFeft  of  a  deluded 
Imagination  and  Conjecture,  than  any  folid 

G  .4  Judg- 
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judgment ;  as  the  Populace  are  apt  enough 
to  frame  Itrange  Conceits  out  of  their  own 
Heads,  and  what  hath  long  obtained  amonglb 
them  is  very  difficult  to  eracfe. 

1  •*  ,  -  -f  *  "t  .  i  V.  '  ■  «'  •'  - 

'■  '  ■  ■  .  i 

W  H  E  N  therefore  fuch  a  kind  of  Peo- 
pie  hath  received  the  Notion,  as  was  common 
in  the  late  Sicknefs,  concerning  the  foremen- 
tiohed  Manner  of  Infedion,  it  is  no  great 
Wonder  that  others  likewife  in  general  go  in¬ 
to  the  Error,  and  take  it  for  granted  that 
this  unmerciful  Deftroyer  makes  its  Seizure 
in  this  violent  Way,  and  therefrom  wait  for 
it  as  for  a  Hidden  Stroke. 

Jy  r*  f  t 

A  L  THOUGH  lam  not  infenfible,  that 
fame  may  have  thus  perceived  its  firft  Im- 
preffion,  upon  taking  in  ungrateful  and  filthy 
Smells ;  for  the  peftilential  Seminiumy  (as 
before  obferved)  when  it  incorporates  with 
other  Bodies  that  are  grofs,  fat,  and  vifcid, 
may  ftrike  the  Organs  of  Senfation  very  mani- 
feftly  at  its  firft  Entrance. 

AFTER  the  peftilential  Miafmata  have 
thus  feized  a  Perfon,  and  the  Spirits  are  over¬ 
come,  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  and  other  a- 
himal  Juices,  partake  of  the  Diforder  *,  from 
whence  proceed  Struggles  not  to  be  born,  and 

V  a  T*  *  *•'  4  ,  .  ...  ,  ‘..y  ;  .  ;  •**  r*  '•  *• 
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a  Train  of  Symptoms,  of  which  quaking  or 
fh  udder  ing  is  the  chief,  all  of  a  fndden,  with- 

c  . 

out  any  manifeft  Caufe. 

THIS  Symptome  owes  its  Origin  to  the 
Conflid  of  Nature  with  the  infufed  Malignity, 
whofe  Efforts  of  Refinance  excite  a  Senfe  of 
Cold  from  the  peftilential  Seminium  •,  after 
the  fame  Manner  as  Nitre  put  upon  the 
Tongue  excites  the  fame  Senfation  \  it  is  al- 
fo  to  be  fufpefted  that  this  Rigor  may  be  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  Quality  in  the  poifonous  Effluvia  of 
eXtinguifhing  the  native  Heat :  And  the  Spaf- 

r 

modick  Affe&ions  of  the  Nerves  proceed  from 

? 

felt,  fharp,  malignant,  and  heterogeneous  Par¬ 
ticles  rufhing  into  the  fenfible  Fibres,  and 
veliicating  them  into  involuntary  Motions  and 

Switchings. 

*  »  * 

THE  greatefl  Part  indeed  of  the  Infefted 
perceived  this  Horror,  but  fome  of  them 
more  vehemently  than  others  *,  but  of  the 
immediate  Impreffion  upon  the  Spirit  there 
is  no  Room  to  doubt,  nor  of  a  confequenc  De¬ 
generation  of  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  ;  al¬ 
though  I  am  fenfible  that  the  Subtilty  of  the 
peftilential  Taint  took  Place  fooner  or  later, 
according  to  the  different  Degrees  of  Strength 

5  N  ifc 

and  Texture  in  the  Body  to  refift:  it. 

'V  . 
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1  T  is  certain  that  the  fine  and  exquifite 
Contexture  of  the  nervous  Syftem,and  the  A- 
greement  and  Gonfent  of  one  Part  with  ano¬ 
ther,  as  welt  as  the  extraordinary  Petle&ion 
of  the  Animal  Spirits,  fet  as  Guards  over  fuch 
fenfibie  Parts,  could  not  but  be  affefted  with 
the  Apprehenfions  of  Mifchief,  and  fhake  and 
tremble,  and  ufe  their  Efforts  to  throw  off  the 
Danger-  and  indeed  1  take  it  further  to  be 
probable,  that  the  peftilential  Poiibn  might 
be  fhook  by  fuch  Means  out  of  the  Nerves  into 
the  Mufcles,  and  there  caufe  Tention,  Trem¬ 
bling,  Vellication,  Yawning,  Stretching,  and 
all  thofe  other  Concomitants  of  putrid  and 

malignant  Fevers. 

< .  ..  ^  *  v*  •- 

.  ■  .•  s.£  *fi  t  .  .  f,  ,  '■  f .  r  :  \  ■  ;  ri  ■  ?  "  ^ 

THE  Duration  alfo  of  this  Shuddering 
was  as  uncertain  as  its  Degree,  for  it  went  off 
fometimes  fa  oner,  and  at  others  later*,  fcxne- 
times  in  half  an  Hour,  and  at  others,  not  till 
four  or  five  Hours  \  which  difference  I  con- 
fechire  owing  to  the  Quantity  and  Intenfenefs 
of  the  Malignity,  as  to  the  greater  .or  leffer 
Struggles  of  Nature  to  refill  it. 

*  •  -  ;'il  ""  'v i  >..J  'JD,  .  =  k  •  i  /  ■'  F  * 

A  S  foon  as  this  Horror  could  be  faid  to 
^terminate,  for  the  moll  commonly  a  Naufe» 
oufnefs  and  Reaching  fucceeded,  from  whence 

there 
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there  was  fuch  an  exceftive  Loathing  of  Food, 
that  even  the  Mention  of  it  was  irkfome  •,  a 
certain  and  infallible  Sign  of  Seizure. 

T  t  I;  ..  • 

BESIDES  the  Naufeoufnefs  and  Loath¬ 
ing,  fome  were  followed  by  grievous  Vomi¬ 
tings,  occafioned  by  the  poifonous  Quality  of 
the  Peftilence  irritating  and  fubvertiog  the 
Stomach  ,  for  that,  by  Means  of  its  nervous  , 
Coats,  being  endewed  with  an  exquiilte  Senfe, 
endeavours  to  throw  off* any  Thing  offen five 
and  corrofive  with  the  utmoft  Efforts,  and 
prevent  the  faline,  peftilential  Venom,  if  pof- 
fible,  from  taking  Place  *,  infomuch,  that  no¬ 
thing  is  more  certain,  than  that  the  Stomach, 
by  this  fine  Contrivance  of  Nature,  is  ready 
alfo  to  throw  off  any  other  Thing  difagree- 
able  to  it,  as  well  as  the  Poifon  we  are  here 
fpeaking  of. 

SOME  endure  hereby  fach  a  vehement 
and  continued  Irritation,  that  cannot  beaf- 
fwaged  by  any  Remedies,  how  often  foever 
repeated,  and  fometimes  the  Reaching  conti¬ 
nues  after  the  Strength  of  the  Patient  is  too  far 
fpent  to  throw  any  Thing  up,  whereby  the 
Symptoms  aggravate,  and  the  peftilential 
Venom  takes  deeper  Root  in  the  Confu¬ 
tation.  N 

AF 
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AFTER  the  principal  Load  of  Hu¬ 
mours  at  the  Stomach  are  thrown  up,  a  very- 
frothy  Bile,  fermenting  like  Yeft,  follows, 
that  in  its  Colour  is  greenifh,  and  fometimes 
fo  fetid,  that  a  Perfon  cannot  endure  the 
Room  without  holding  his  Nofe;  fuch  is  the 
prodigious  PutrefaSion  and  Malignity  in  fome 
of  thefe  Cafes. 

BUT  where  the  Ufe  of  Medicines,  other- 
wife  effe&ual  to  flop  the  molt  obftinate  Vo¬ 
miting,  proves  ineffectual,  and  there  follows 
a  great  Thirft:  and  Heat,  it  gives  ftrong  Su- 
fpicion  of  Carbuncles  in  the  Stomach,  and 
immediate  Death,  fo  that  the  infefted  as  it 
were  vomit  up  their  Souls,  which  (if  we  be¬ 
lieve  Helmut)  have  their  Refidence  there  ; 
but  this  will  be  further  fpoke  of  in  the  Prog- 
nolticks. 

‘  , 

•  u  w  '/  X*  ./ J  i.  *  ;  l  •  J  :  ^ 

\  4  f  *  .  4 

BUT  before  I  proceed  any  further,  the 
Health  of  niy  Country,  and  the  Concern  of 
Poiterity,  oblige  me  to  take  Notice  of  the 
pernicious  Practice  of  Empiricks  of  all  Or¬ 
ders,  with  whom  it  was  a  Cultom  to  give 
Emetlch  for  certainly  many  were  deftroyed 
by  this  Pra&ice,  the  convulfive  Reachings  to 
vomit  being  carried  beyond  a  Foffibility  to 

bear 


\ 
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bear  it.  And  truly  the  belt  Deliberation  and 


Thought  I  was  able  to  take  in  fuch  Exigencies, 
where  I  happened  to  be  called,  was  but  ot 
little  Effe&j  and  after  Adminiltration  ofthe 
belt  Medicines  that  the  Rules  of  Phyfick 
could  invent.  Things  generally  grew  worfe 
which  made  it  appear  as  impoffible  to  re&ifie 


a  ralh  and  fatal  Error  in  the  Condud  of  a  vi¬ 
olent  Difeafe,  as  in  the  Management  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  Engagement  y  but  of  this  we  ihall  have 
Occafion  to  fay  more  hereafter. 


♦ 

f- 


Y  E  T  to  fatisfie  any  inquifitive  Perfon  how 
this  primary  AfFe&ion  of  the  Stomach  does 
arile,  and  through  what  PalFages  the  peftilen- 
tial  Poifon  makes  its  Entrance,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  nothing  is  more  plain  than  that 
the  peftilential  Miafmata  not  only  enter  at 
the  larger  PalFages,  but  alfo  through  the  Pores 
ofthe  Skin,  even  to  the  whole  nervous  Sy item, 
from  whence  they  are  communicated  to  all 
other  Parts  j  for  this  is  peculiar  to  the 
Nerves,  that  they  not  only  convey  the  firft 
Impreffion  to  the  Stomach  by  its  general  Con- 
fentwith  all  Parts,  but  alfo  when  that  is  af¬ 
ter  any  Manner  whatfoever  affeded,  they  com¬ 
municate  it  to  the  whole  Frame,  as  in  the 
taking  a  Vomit. 


S  O  M  E- 
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SOMETIMES  the  peftilential  Aur.4 
is  mixed  with  the  Food,  and  fwallowed  there¬ 
with,  which  after  fome  Delay  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach  being  digefted  and  dilTblved,  lets  out 
the  imprifoned  Venom  to  vellicate  the  Fibres 
into  Reachings  and  convulfivc  Motions And 
to  put  this  altogether  out  of  DHpute,  I  have 
often  obferved  Per fens  immediately  to  fall 
lick  from  a  State  of  pet  fed!  .Health  after  eat¬ 
ing,  and  to  throw  up  their  Food,  in  other  Re- 
fpedts  good  and  wholfome,  as  home  what  cor¬ 
rupted  and  poifonous. 


VOMITING  alfo  may  be  promoted  by 
Scents,  as  well  as  thofe  w  hich  are  fetid,  as  fuch 
as  are  contrary,  by  fome  particular  Antipa¬ 
thy  to  the  Nature  and  Conftitution  of  the 
Patient-,  and  this  I  conjecture  happens  fre'm 
the  Harmony  and  Confent  of  the  Organs  of 
Smelling  with  the  Coats  of  the  Stomach,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  Stomach  immediately  per¬ 
ceives  any  Thing  that  ungratefully  ftrikes  the 
Nofe,  and  rifes  up  againft  it.  In  the  mean 
Time  i  would  however  tranfiently  make  this 
one  Remark,  that  as  in  many  Cafes  the  Ad- 
miniftrationof  Emeticks  was  pernicious,  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  Evacuation  of  the  frit  Putrefacti¬ 
on  at  Stomach,  might  not  be  much  better 
encouraged  upwards  by  Scents ;  as,  on  the 
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contrary,  the  Reachings  at  Stomach  are  feme- 
times  allayed  by  like  Means*  as  by  the  Smell 
df  Vinegar,  &c»  Ido  confefs,  that  this  is  a 
Pra&ice  I  cannot  atteft  the  Succefs  of  by  Ex¬ 
perience,  yet  it  is  not  unworthy  a  rational 
Phyfician  to  attempt  it. 

i  i  •  ,  i  •  .  V  i 

ALL  the  Sick  likewife  quickly  after  Sei¬ 
zure  grew  delirious,  running  wildly  about 
the  Streets,  if  they  were  not  confined  by 
Force  *,  when  feme  tired  with  Rambling, 
on  Increafe  of  their  Diftemper,  would  fall 
down,  ignorant  of  their  Condition,  or  where 
they  were  ^  and  laftly,  to  repeat  what  hath 
been  already  remarked,  that  fad  Calamity 
feemed  to  have  complicated  in  its  Produ&i- 
on  every  Thing  of  a  poifonous  and  a  deftroy* 
ing  Nature. 

**  . '  -  :  .  •  -  .  '  '  ■■  l.‘  '  ■ 

MANY  were  fei^ed  with  a  Vertigo , 
which,  without  any  Motion  of  external  Ob¬ 
jects,  made  them  believe  their  Heads  to  tom 
round  :  Without  doubt  the  Brain  grievoufly 
fuffered  from  the  peftilential  Taint,  not  on¬ 
ly  becaufe  the  Spirits  ufed  to  be  clouded,  but 
that  all  Things  were  done  as  if  in  Sleep, 
which  might  arife  from  the  inflammatory, 
caufriek,  and  narcotick  Nature  of  the  Venom, 
and  the  Texture  and  Confent  of  the  Vefiels 

with 
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with  the  various  Difpoiitions  of  the  Fluids, 
This  vertiginous  Difpofition  alfo,  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  might  fometimes  arife  from  the  inordi¬ 
nate  and  irregular  Motions  of  the  Spirits. 

,  -•  I  *„  Jl.  w  1  fc  •  . 

A  great  many  like  wife  much  complained 
of  a  Head-ach,  fo  vehement,  as  if  the  Parts 
would  have  flown  afunder^  a  Complaint 
the  moff  intolerable  of  all,  becaufe  it  conti¬ 
nued  without  any  Remiflion,  or  Intervals  \ 
the  Enemy  never  retreating  of  it  felf,  and  on¬ 
ly  to  be  vanquifhed  by  the  Efforts  of  the 
Conflitution,  and  appofite  Medicines.  In¬ 
deed  nothing  was  more  plain,  than  that  the 
Meninges  were  flimulated  by  the  faline  Spi- 
cula  of  the  Contagion }  and  from  the  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  Brain,  and  its  Sphacela¬ 
tion  in  thofe  who  died,  there  is  a  ftrong 
Sufpicion  that  this  cruel,  fhooting  Pain,  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  laft. 

1  N  this  Clafs  of  Symptoms,  Stupefa&i- 
on  is  alfo  to  be  ranked  ^  becaufe  from  the 
Moment  of  Seizure  many  were  taken  with 
a  Comay  and  flept  as  if  they  were  dozed 
with  an  Opiate  *,  many  in  the  middle  of 
their  Employ,  with  their  Friends  in  Con- 
verfation,  or  other  Engagements,  (as  was 
before  taken  notice  of)  would  fuddenly^ 

with- 
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without  any  Reluftance,  fall  into  profound.; 
and  often  deadly  Sleeps. 

h  CJ  T  by  what  Means  this  Venom  does 
exert  its  narcotick  Qualities,  is  not  with  me 
lb  ready  to  be  accounted  for ;  that  is  to  lay,; 
whether  it  be  from  its  original  Semimum  ?  Or 
from  its  Affinity  and  Complication  with  the 
Scurvy  ?  Or  from  its  predominant  Malignity 
and  Antipathy  ?  Or  from  an  Obftruaion  of 
Circulation,  or  Coagulation,  or  Extravafation 
of  Blood  ?  Or  laftly,  from  fome  particular 
Impreilion  made  upon  the  Origin  of  the 
Nerves?  For  this  is  a  Difficulty  referved 
for  another  Hippocrates.  In  the  mean  while’ 
it  is  by  all  confeiTed,  that  by  fuch  Stupefa¬ 
ction  or  Sleeping,  the  peftilential  Venom 
becomes  not  only  more  deeply  rooted,  but 
alfo  more  cruelly  afreets  the  nervous  Syltem,- 
and  greatly  weakens  it. 

THE  firft  and  mod  confiderable  Symp. 
tom  of  the  fecond  Clafs,  was  a  Fever,  which 
(as  was  before  laid)  was  a  conftant  Atten¬ 
dant  upon  the  laft  Pefiilence  r  although  in- 
deed  the  Infe&ion  Jfeemed  to  kill  fome  before 
the  Blood  and  other  Juices  could  rife  into 
Pei  mentation  •  wherefore  it  may  be  taken 
for  granted^  that  molt  Perfons  were  accom- 
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panied  with  a  Fever,  But  this  Fever  indeed 
was  in  fome  very  low  and  concealed,  though 
in  others  it  appeared  openly  •  and  he  mufi 
be  but  little  acquainted  in  phyiicai  Practice, 
who  hath  not  frequently  obferved,  that  in 
malignant  Fevers  their  Beginnings  are  hard¬ 
ly  difcernable,  being  accompanied  with  no 
Heat,  no  Inequality  of  Fulfe,  and  no  Thirfl, 
although  fecretly  indicated  by  fome  other 
lurking  Symptoms  •  and  the  Manner  in  which 
fuch  Patients  expire,  demonflrates,  that  they 
could  not  be  altogether  free  of  a  Fever. 
There  are  many  Circumfhnces  indeed  which 
make  it  thus  difficult  in  the  Acceffion  to 
difcern  its  Approaches,  as  a  Want  of  Tur- 
gefcency  of  Blood  in  the  Veins  and  Arte¬ 
ries,  through  DefeOr  of  Room  for  fuch 
Commotion  and  Depuration,  or  becaufe  the 
Blood  is  fo  thin,  crude,  and  degenerate, 
that  it  cannot  but  with  Difficulty  ferment 
and  grow'  hot ;  or  becaufe  the  peftilential 
Miafmata  feem  at  their  firft  Iniinuation  fo 
friendly  to  the  Conftitution,  as  to  fhlr  up 
no  remarkable  Alteration  in  the  Blood;  or 
from  its  cold  and  ffyptick  Quality,  retard¬ 
ing  or  fuppreffing  fuch  an  Agitation. 

W HEREFORE  no  Body  fliould  con- 
jefture,  that  there  is  no  Fever  at  all 

where 
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Where  its  manifeft  Symptoms  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  appear ;  but  it  moft  commonly 
happened  othenvife  during  the  late  Corn 
tagion,  for  that  difcovered  Signs  apparent 
enough  of  its  Prefence;  fuch  as  extream  In¬ 
quietude,  a  liioft  intenfe  fieat  outwardly, 
atteiided  with  unquenchable  Third:  within 
Drynefs,  Blaclaiefs  of  the  Tongue,  intole- 
rabie  Heat  of  the  Pratordia9  and  all  other 

ufual  Concomitants -of  a  Fever's  Acdeffiom 

♦ 

A  S  to  the  Fevers  Exacerbations  and  Re- 
millions,  it  appeared  by  conftant  Experience, 
that  fometimes  they  were  erratick  and 
changeable,  and  at  others  continued,  with- 
out  any  Intervals  ;  and  it  was  alfo  cufiomary 
to  meet  with  fome  that  wholly  remitted 
for  8,  to,  or  12  Hours.  The  Alternations 
like  wife  of  Heat  and  Cold  were  very  vari¬ 
ous,  and  with  fome  would  change  feverai 
Times  in  one  Hour,  and  with  others,  the 
Periods  would  be  at  much  greater  Difiances  • 
-fo  alfo  the  recurring  Acceffions  were  fome- 
times  milder,  and  at  others  more  fevere* 
Thole  who  with  great  Difficulty  went  through 
the  firfi  Paroxyfm,  could  bear  the  fecond  with 
Eafe,  as  being  much  milder  ;  whereas  again 
the  third  or  fourth  Acceffion  would  be  with 
intolerable  Vehemence  and  Fury:  Arid  at 

H  2  other 
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other  Times  the  fitft  Fit  would,  be  gentle^ 
arid  the  fubfequent  very  fevere  and  intenfe  i 
and  truly  fuch  was  the  Uncertainty  and 
Difguife  of  this  infidious  Enemy,  that  no¬ 
thing  could  be  prognosticated  or  its  Attacks 
or  Cruelty. 

BUT  to  come  at  fome  tolerable  Notion 
of  the  Reafon  for  fuch  Uncertainty:,  it  is 
to  be  enquired, 

FIRST \  What  Caufe  can  be  aligned  for 
Rich  and  uncertain  Return  of  the  Paroxyfms  ? 
And, 

SECONDLY,  What  Reafon  can  be  gi¬ 
ven  for  the  unequal  Exacerbations  when  the 
Fits  do  recur  ?  i 

CAN  any  one  doubt  what  Tumults  and 
Hiforders  may  be  excited  in  the  Blood,  and 
other  animal  Juices,  by  that  faline  Semimum 
of  a  PefHlence,  which  we  have  already  de¬ 
fer  5  bed  ?  The  uncertainty  then  of  fuch  Dif- 
orders  muid  regard  either  the  morbific k  Ve¬ 
nom,  or  the  Nature  and  Motion  of  the  Fluids 
upon  which  it  operates:  The  morbifick  Vev 
noiti,  in  Proportion  to  its  Energy,  and  Dif- 

agreement 
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agreement  in  Figure,  irritates  Nature,  always 
ready  in  her  own  Prefervation  to  expel  the 
Enemy  •  but  when  her  Exertions  are  flow, 
or  imperfeft,  or  quite  languid,  fuch  a  Depu¬ 
ration  is  not  obtained  •  but  upon  a  Remiffion 
of  the  ConfliT,  there  is  Space  given  for  In¬ 
terval  •  and  this  indeed  happens,  when  the 
Nature  and  peculiar  Figures  of  the  noxious 
Particles  are  fuch,  as  may  in  the  firft  Strug¬ 
gle  be  broke  and  fubdued,  but  after  fome 
Truce  infinuates  its  Virulence  further  into 
the  Habit,  and  imprints  upon  every  Part  the 
true  Charafterifticks  of  a  fatal  Peftilence. 

BUT  the  Spirits  are  at  continual  Strife, 
to  fubdueand  throw  out  the  Euemy,  although 
their  Efforts  are  not  always  fuccefsful  ♦  to 
difpatch  this  Matter  therefore  in  one 
W ord,  as  the  Ahimulation  and  perfect 
Mixture  of  the  heterogeneous  Particles 
procures  a  Motion  regular  and  confor¬ 
mable  to  the  Blood,  fo  from  an  Inequa¬ 
lity  and  difproportionate  Mixture,  arifes 
an  irregular  Circulation  and  Fermentation  • 
fo  that  the  Realbn  for  that  Uncertainty  in 
thefe  Fevers,  and  their  irregular  Returns 
and  Exacerbations,  is  to  be  fought  for  in 
the  Fluids  and  their  circulating  Veffels, . 
and  not  from  any  Corruption,  or  Degree  of 

H  3  Put  re- 
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Putrefaction,  according  to  the  Opinion  of 
the  Ancients. 

A  N  D  as  for  1117  own  Part,  I  can  affirm, 
that  I  never  could  in  any  one  fingle  Inftance 
amongft  the  infefted,  find  the  leaft  impreili- 
ons  of  Corruption  in  the  Blood }  and  this 
even  thole  Empiricks,  though  unwillingly ? 
confefs,  who,  to  the  vaft  Detriment  of  the 
Sick,  let  them  Blood  upon  fuch  a  Notion  •. 
none  of  them  having  beenjsver  able  to  difco" 
ver  any  Signs  of  Corruption  in  their  Blood, 
which, as  confcious  of  it  felf,  bluftied  for  their 
fatal  Miftake,andin  this  Diftemper  commonly 
appeared  more  florid  than  at  other  Times. 

TH  4  T  the  Times  of  the  Paroxyfm-s 
fhould  be  uncertain,  I  take  owing  to  the  Ina¬ 
bility  of  the  Conftitution  to  ftruggle  with  the 
peftilential  Venom-,  for  as  every  Fever  is  ac„ 
counted  regular,  where  all  its  Changes  are  uni¬ 
form  and  diftinCt,  by  Reafon  of  the  mana  gable 
and  duTile  Difpofiticn  of  the  morhiHck  Mat¬ 
ter  ,  lb,  on  the  contrary,!  where  the  pefti¬ 
lential  Miafmata  uncertainly  exert  themfelves, 

and  excite  new  Commotions,  either  by  the 

*  \  • 

Pb'ftinacy  or  Afperity  of  their  Parts  not 
yielding  to  Comminution, there0 a  Fever  returns 
with  incpnftant  and  unexpected  Exacerba- 

'  tions : 
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lions  :  But  to  haffen  to  the  fubfequent  Symp¬ 
toms* 

(  . 

ALTHOUGH  fome  (as  before  faid) 
were  buried  in  Sleep,  yet  others  Buffered 
by  a  very  different  Extream,  and  kept  con¬ 
tinually  waking,  infomuch  that  frequent 
Repetitions  of  the  mold  efficacious  Opiates 
could  not  procure  the  leaft  Compofure  ^ 
in  which  Cafe,  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  the 
Membranes  of  the  Braip  are  pricked  and 
vellicated  by  poifonous  Svicula  ^  befides  which 
alfo  thofe  foft,  dewy  Moiffures  upon  the 
Brain,  neceffary  for  its  Relaxation  to  ileep,  are 
diffipated  and  exhaled  by  the  burning  Heat  of 
the  Fever ;  fo  that  the  Spirits  are,  as  it  were, 
^fet  on  Fire,  and  Inflammations  railed,  not  to 
be  again  extiiiguifhed,  and  frequently  like- 

wife  Mortifications  of  the  Brain. 

^  © 

BUT  the  moft  remarkable  Symptoms-  of 
this  Clafs,  is  the  Palpitation  of  the  Hearts 
the  Ancients  conjebiur’d  that  Peffilential  Aura 
to  have  a  fpecifick  Contrariety  to  the  Nature 
of  that  Organ and  it  muff  be  confeiTed  that 
in  the  late  Sicknefs  this  Complaint  was  very 
grievous  ^  but  yet  I  cannot  fee  how  this  Ve¬ 
nom  fiiould  more  particularly  be  pointed 
againff  the  Heart,  than  any  other  of  the  Ftf- 

H  4  .  ccruj 
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cera,  unlefs  in  Gonfideration  to  the  greater  Im- 
portance  of  its  Office  in  the  OEconomy. 

AS  foon  as  the  fubtile  PoUon  of  a  Gonta- 
eion  hath  infinuated  it  ielf  into  the  hi  a  is  of 
Blood,  either  through  the  Fores  of  the  Skin, 
or  other  more  open  Pallages,  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  it  imprints  upon  it  very  malignant  Qua¬ 
lities,  which,  according  to  the  neceiTary  Laws 
of  Circulation,  mud  arrive  at  the  Heart  it 
felf  and  affect  it  with  Unealinefs,  fo  that  its 
Palpitation  is  nothing  elfe*  than  its  Strug¬ 
gles  to  throw  off  what  is  Offenfive  j  and  it 
is  no  wonder  to  me  this  happens,  becaule 
the  Heart  is  compofed  of  a  fine  Contexture 
pf  Fibres  ^  for  as  the  Pedilential  Venom 
hath  fomewhat  in  it  of  a  fa  line  Nature 
and  what  is  acrid,  it  very  naturally  dimu_ 
lates  the  nervous  Parts,  and  gives  to  this 
Organ  even  convulfive  Motions  j  but  of 
this.  Matter  every  one  hath  leave  to  judge 
for  himfelf.  t 


BUT  how  vehemently  the  Heart 
may  beat  on  this  Occadon,  appears  ve¬ 
ry  marbled  from  a  remarkable  Indance  • 
I  was  lent  for  to  a  Youth  of  about  four¬ 
teen  Years  of  Age,  who  had  continued  free' 

of 
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of  the  Infe&ion,  after  his  Mother  and  the 
reft  of  the  Family  had  been  vTited  by  it, 
when  all  on  a  fudden  he  was  feized  with  fuch 
a  Palpitation  at  Heart,  that  I  and  fe.veral 
others  could  hear  it  at  feme  confiderable 
Diftance,  and  it  continued  fo  to  do  till  he 
died,  which  was  foon  after  many  Medicines 
being  given  without  any  manner  of  Succels : 
But  in  fo  extraordinary  a  Cafe  as  this,  I  am. 
apt  to  conjecture  it  rather  owing  to  a  Pefti- 
lential  Carbuncle  feizing  the  Heart  it  felf^ 
than  from  the  Vellication  and  Stimulus  only 
of  pungent  Particles  pailing  through  it, 

1 

BUT  to  go  on  in  the  Enumeration  of 
Symptoms,  Sweat  deferves  mention,  becaufe 
fome times  it  breaks  out  in  fuch  Protufion, 
"  as  if  the  whole  Conftitution  was  diffolved, 
and  with  a  vaft  Lofs  of  Spirits  and  Strength^ 
to  the  imminent  Danger  of  the  Patient,  by 
fuch  a  Diftipation  of  Spirits,  fuch  a  Colli- 
quation  fcf  the  Balfam  of  Life,  and  an  Ex¬ 
tinction  of  the  natural  Heat.  And  indeed 
I  know  nothing  that  more  powerfully  atte¬ 
nuates  the  Humours,  and  more  fiiddenly 
puts  all  the  animal  Juices  into  Fuilon,  fo 
as  to  run  them  through  the  Pores  of  the 
gkin,  as  the  pefdlential  nitro-aereal  Poifon  ^ 

and 
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and  by  whole  colliquative  Quality  even  the 
flefliy  Parts  are  diffolved  and  exhaled  in  vapour. 

THESE  Sweats  likewife  of  the  Infefted 
are  not  only  profufe,  but  alfo  varioufly  co¬ 
loured  }  in  Pome  of  a  Citron  Hue,  in  others 
Purple^  in  feme  green  or  black,  and  in  others 

like  Blood  :  which  I  take  to  be  from  the 
7  * 

various  Difpoiitions  of  the  morbifick  Venom, 
to  give  different  Tinctures  to  the  Humours  : 
And  by  this  Means  fome  experienced  Nur- 
fes  could  prognoffcicate  the  Event  of  the 
Diftemper  from  the  Colour  of  the  Cloaths 
or  Linen  tinged  with  the  Sweat. 

T  H  E  Sweat  of  fome  would  be  ib  fetid 
and  intolerable,  from  a  kind  of  Empyreu- 

\ 

xnatick  Diipofition,  poflibly  of  the  Juices, 
that  no  one  could  endure  his  Nofe  within 
the  Stench }  fometimes  it  was  ilrarp,  and  in 
a  Manner  cauliick  •,  and  hence  it  was  eafy  to 
judge  from  what  Origin  the  Peftilbnce  de¬ 
rived  its  Qualities,  viz*  From  a  lharp  and 
burning  Ichor,  that  would  even  excoriate  the 
Parts,  and  fometimes  veficate  them,  as  if 
fcalding  Water  had  been  poured  upon  them* 

SOME  T 1 M  E  S  cold.Sweats  would  break 
out,  while  the  Heat  raged  inwardly,  and 

excited 


of  the  late  (peflilence.  i  o 7 

excited  unquenchable  Drought.  Some  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  Profufion  of  Sweat  until  Life  it 
felf  exhaled  with  it,  while  others  had  fhort 
Intervals  of  Truce  and  Ceilation  *,  nay,  fome 
at  the  fame  Time  fweat  on  one  Side,  while 
the  other  was  quite  parched  with  Drynefs. 

BUT  the  Benefit  of  this  Evacuation,  when 
it  was  regular,  either  natural,  or  by  Art, 
was  fo  manifefi,  that  all  the  Infe&ed  that 
recovered  were  fenfible  #  of  it,  and  greatly 
rejoyced  at  its  good  Effe&s  ^  for  thole  pe- 
filential  Particles,  which  eluded  the  Power 
of  ail  other  Means,  immediately  upon  a 
Sweat,  as  at  a  common  Signal,  made  their 
Efcape  with  the  tranfpiring  Steam  *,  but 
•  whenfoever  Diafhoreticks  could  not  conquer 
the  Coagulation,  Vifcidity,  or  Obftinacy  of 
the  peftilential  Poifon,  it  always  went  very 
bad,  being  commonly  followed  by  a  Syrnpto- 
matical  Sweat,  and  a  fatal  Separation  of  the 
animal  Fluids. 

■% 

YET  the  Energy  of  the  pefilential  Com 
tagion  not  only  freely  dif covered  its  felf  in 
thefe  Profufions  amongft  the  Living,  who  (as 
already  obferved)  were  diffolved  as  in  an  He-- 
lodes  and  a  7 yphodes,  but  commonly  the  very 
Carcafes  when  dead,  would  weep  ou^,  as  it 

were. 
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were,  the  morbid  Ferment,  both  through  the 
cutaneous  Pores,  and  the  common  lachrymal 
DuFcs  of  the  Eyes. 

THERE  is  no  Occafion  to  fay  much 
concerning  Hemorrhages  at  Nofe  ^  this  Sym¬ 
ptom  happening  much  more  often  from  the 
Colliquative  Nature  of  the  Poifon,  and  its 
Erofion  of  the  Veffels,  than  from  a  Plethora  ; 
as  is  evident  more  from  the  ichorous  Colour 
of  the  Blood,  than  its  continual  Diftillation 
from  thole  Veffels. 

WERE  it  not  here  that  we  ftudy  all 
poifible  Brevity,  many  other  Symptoms  might 
be  enumerated  which  commonly  .attended 
this  pefiilential  Fever,  as  Heat  of  the  Pra~ 
cordia ,  Hiccup,  Gripings,  cfc.  all  which  I  at 
prelent  pafs  by,  and  dole  the  whole  with  fuch 
as  are  more  peculiar  to  it,  particularly  thole 
poifonous  Vefications  commonly  called  Plains, 

m  t. 

THESE  Vefications  ufed  commonly  to 
rile  with  an  exquilite  and  Ihooting  Pain,  con¬ 
taining  a  ferous  Humour  or  Ichor,  for  the  mold 
part  of  a  Yellowilh  or  Straw  Colour,  and  en- 
com palled  with  a  variegated  Circle,  generally 
Reddifli. 

THESE 


i 
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THESE  Puftules  broke  out  in  many  Parts 
of  the  Body  }  and  as  their  Station  was  various, 
fo  their  Number  was  alfo  uncertain. ;  in  fbme 
they  were  few,  in  others  many,  and  a  Wo¬ 
man  I  once  met  with  covered  all  over  with 
* 

them  •  as  to  their  Bignefs,  they  were  alfo 
uncertain  *,  for  fome  were  as  a  fmall  Pea, while 
others  increafed  to  the  Magnitude  of  a  Nut¬ 
meg. 

♦ 

THE  included  Matter  (near  perhaps  to  the 
Nature  of  Urine)  was  altogether  incapable 
of  Suppuration,  as  it  was  fa  line  and  almoft 
cauftick  }  for  very  foon  after  its  Eruption 
it  would  corrode  its  Veficle,  and  burfl:  out, 
of  a  Colour  yellowifh,  livid,  or  black.  More¬ 
over,  the  furrounding  Circle  was  not  always 
of  the  fame  Appearance,  although  at  firfb 

coming  out  it  was  continually  inflamed* 

\ 

BUT  this  is  highly  obfervable,  that  fome- 
.  times  thefe  Veficles  broke  out  without  any 
other  previous  Indications  of  InfefHon,  and, 
as  I  imagine,  from  the  expeditious  Separation 
of  the  peftilential  Venom,  and  the  hidden 
Conquefl:  of  the  Diflemper  by  a  ftrong  Con- 
fKtution :  But  whenfoever  the  Pain  and  Heat 
of  the  Part  was  fo  aggravated,  that  no  proper 

'  Appli- 
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Applications  would  alTwage  it,  there  was 
commonly  Danger  ot  a  Mortification  from  fo 
great  a  Concourfe  of  peftilential  Particles  to¬ 
gether }  and  once  I  remember  a  Veficle  to 
change  into  a  Carbuncle,  from  the  continued 
Acceffion  to  it  of  frefh  morbifick  Poifon. 

WE  come  now  inCourfe  to  fpeak  of  Buboes , 
which  were  hard  and  painful  Tumours,  with 
Inflammation  and  Gathering  upon  the  Glands, 
behind  the  Ears,  Arm-Pits,  or  Groin. 

THESE  Tumors  immediately  upon  Sei¬ 
zure  are  found  fo  hard,  that  they  will  not 
at  all  give  Way  to  the  Touch.  In  fome  theie 
were  moveable,  and  in  others  fixed  •  but  after 
.  fome  Time,  this  great  Tenfion  remitted  ^  and 
it  was  common  to  prognofticate  the  Event  of 
the  Diiiemper  from  their  hidden  or  flow  In* 
creafe,  and  from  their  genuine  or  untoward 
Suppuration,  as  alfo  from  the  Degrees  of  Vi¬ 
rulence  in  their  Contents. 

TPIE  Groans  and  unfeigned  Tears  of  the 
Sick  too  plainly  expreffed  the  Aggravations 
or  tlieir  Miferies,  and  feme  feemed  even  to 
drown  their  Senfe  of  Pain  with  their  Com¬ 
plainings  *,  and  this  Intenfenefs  of  Pain  can¬ 
not  be  a  Wonder  to  any,  who  duly  confider 

either' 
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either  the  Nature  of  the  pefHlential  Venom, 
or  the  Conftitution  of  the  Glands*  I  have 
already  lo  largely  diicourfed  of  the  Viru¬ 
lence  and  corrofive  Qualities  of  the  peftilen- 
tial  Poifbn,  that  no  more  need  here  be  laid 
about  it :  and  whofoever  examines  the 
Glands  will  find,  that  from  the  great  Di~ 
Mention  of  the  Veifels  in  this  Cafe,  the  Bu¬ 
boes  muff  chiefly  owe  their  Rife  to  a  Corre- 
fpondence  between  the  Nerves  and  Lympha- 
ticks,  and  the  Juices  they  contain. 

MANY  Perfons  of  publick  Note  have 
elegantly  given  the  Anatomy  and  Ufe  oft  the 
Glands  •  it  is  therefore  fufficient  for  my  Pur- 
pofe  here  to  fhew,  how  from  an  pbftru&ion 
of  thofe  juices,  which  flow  through  the 
larger  Nerves,  particularly  of  the  Arms  and 
Thighs,  and  their  fubfervient  Veifels,  and 
their  Impregnation  with  heterogeneous  and 
poifbnous  Particles,  Buboes  do  arife. 

I  F  any  one  makes  it  a  Doubt,  why  theft 
Tumors  fhould  rather  come  in  the  above- 
mentioned  Places,  rather  than  on  the  faro., 
tide  Glands,  let  fuch  confider,  that  it  is 
owing  to  the  Magnitude  and  Capacity  of 
the  Nerves  and  Veifels  conftituting  the 
Glands  of  thofe  Parts  *7  as  alfo  that  their 

diffe- 
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different  Difpohtions  to  Suppuration  does 
proceed  from  the  fame  Caufe. 

BUT  that  this  Affair  may  more  fully  ap¬ 
pear,  it  is  to  be  difcovered  from  what  Source 
that  Matter  Hows,  which  degenerates  into 
Pas,  and  difcharges  from  a  Buboe  in  fo  great 
Plenty. 

IN  the  Profecution  of  this  Enquiry,  it  lhall 
not  be  without  a  Colour,  at  leait,  of  Realon, 
that  i  frail  diifent  from  an  Opinion  both  of 
Ancients  and  Moderns,  about  the  Blood  alone 
being  immediately  changed  into  Matter  ;  for 
I  rather  think  it  to  proceed  from  other  Juices;* 
and  this  i  ihall  endeavour  to  fupport  by  the 
following  Arguments. 

AND  firft  of  all,  notwithftanding  the 
Blood  which  runs  in  'the  Arteries  and  Veins 
does  fometimes,  though  very  feldom,  appear 
whitifh;  it  then  happens  from  too  great  a 
Mixture  either  of  nutritious  Juice,  or  of  a 
degenerate  Chyle,  that  will  not  eafily  change, 
and  take  its  red  Colour  ;  but  it  never  paffes 
into  Matter,  becaufe  the  neceffary  Conditions 
of  Circulation  will  not  admit  of  fo  much 
Ref:  as  is  requifite  thereunto ;  befides,  even 
the  extravafated  Blood  will  not  eafily  under¬ 
go® 


* 


i 
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goe  fuch  an  Alteration :  For  when  any 
Veifels,  and  chiefly  the  Capillaries,  are  fo  ob- 
druffed  by  Contudons,  or  any  other  Meails^ 
that  the  neighbouring  Parts  dwell,  every  Phy- 
ficiau  and  Surgeon  too,  I  hope,  knows  that 
difcutient  Medicines  and  Cataplafms  will  re- 
dore  the  former  Motion  and  Eluxility  to  the 
Blood,  eafe  the  Pain,  and  diffipate  the  Tumor, 


I  F  the  Blood  be  too  fluid  in  the  Arteries, 
it  is  apt  to  occafion  Aneurifms ,  and  in  the 
capillary  Veins  an  Ecchymofis  ;  but  nothing  is 
more  commonly  ohferved  in  Practice,  that 
upon  a  Recovery  of  the  Blood’s  due  ConfH- 
tution  and  Circulation,  the  obdruTed  Matter 
an  an  Ecchymofis  will  diffipate  through  the 
Pores  of  the  Skin,  or  be  abfbrbed  by  the 
refluent  Blood:  But  when  the  Blood  happens 
to  be  too  grumous  and  dagnafce,  a  Fever 
immediately  ariies,  unlefs  it  be  prevented  by 
Evacuation  •  and  in  fuch  a  Diforder,  every 
one  knows  that  there  is  mod  Danger  of  a 
Schirrus ,,  or  a  Mortification. 


AND  as  it  hath  been  already  ohferved, 
that  Blood  could  not  be  drawn  from  the 
Inferred  by  Phlebotomy,  without  Lofs  of 
Strength,  if  not  of  Life,  whereas  the  great¬ 
er  Quantities  of  Pus  were  obtained  by  Sup- 

i  puration 
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pu  ration  of  their  Buboes ,  the  Patient  was  fo 
much  the  better  for  it  j  it  feems  confbnant 
to  Reafon,  that  if  Bus  was  generated  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  Blood,  the  Strength  would 
as  much  decay  upon  its  Lofs,  as  upon  Phle¬ 
botomy  :  But  I  have  always  found  it,  (as 
many  Times  already  obferved)  that  how  little 
foever  the  Quantity  of  Blood  drawn  away 
was,  and  although  done  at  feveral  Times,  yet 
it  proved  of  more  Prejudice  to  the  Patient, 
than  an  hundred  Times  as  mucii  Xvlatier 
drawn  from  a  Buboe  and  tnat  the  whole 
remain!  g  Tvlafs  was  not  able  to  reciuit  the 
Lofs  fuftained  thereby.] 

I  F  they  who  efpoufe  a  contrary  Opinion, 
iliould  lusgeh  that  Blood  may  be  diawn  fiom 
a  Tumor  imperfectly  fuppurated,  and  from 
thence  conclude,  that  its  Origin  was  fiom 
the  Arterial  and  Venal  Fluids:,  it  may  be 
readily  anfwered,  that  on  opening  a  frefli 
Tumour,  a  bloody  Ichor  will  Blow  out,  bc- 
caufe  in  the  Operation  fome  Blood-Veffels 
will  be  cut*,  whereas  when  the  Tumor  is  in 
Maturation,  the  Quantity  of  Humour  there 
collected  oMru&s  the  Blood  from  flowing 
to  it  through  its  proper  Veffels^  and  which 
Humour,  although  in  it  felf  at  firft  more 
thin  and  crude,  yet  by  the  Heat  of  its 

neigh- 
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neighbouring  Parts,  and  its  own  natural 
Difpofition,  it  will  afterwards  thicken,  and 
change  into  a  white  Colour  of  a  laudable 
Confidence. 

THIRDLY j  To  the  foregoing  it  may  be  ad¬ 
ded,  that  fo  far  as  the  Blood  partakes  of  a  fa- 
line  Quality,  by  fo  much  the  lefs  will  it  be 
difpofed  to  change  into  Matter  •  for  the  fame 
Reafon  that  Sea-Water  cannot  be  boiled  into 
a  Geliy  »  for  Salt  adds  to  the  Fluxiiity  of 
Fluids,  and  thereby  prevents  Incraffation, 
unlefs  in  thole  Inftances,  where  they  of  them- 
felves  chryftallize,  by  Means  of  an  Incapacity 
of  the  Menftruum  to  keep  them  in  Solution, 
which  is  foreign  to  the  Cafe  before  us. 

.  f  .  ;  /,/ 

i  I 

LASTLY,  Nothing  is  more  known  In  Na* 
tuie,  than  that  Blood,  by  what  Means  fbever 
extravafated,  if  it  cannot  get  back  again  into 
the  Veifels,  will,  alter  fome  Stagnation,  run 
for  the  moft  Part  into  Grume  •  fo  that  when 
*  a  Flu&uation  requires  opening,  little  elfe  than 
a  coagulated  Blood  hows  out :  And  if  any  one 
pleafes  to  receive  the  Blood  from  an  opened 
Vein  into  a  warm  Porringer,  and  afterwards 
place  it  in  a  luted  VelTel  upon  a  Sand  Heat,  as 
near  as  poffible  equal  to  that  which  is  natural 
he  will  find  all  Labour  loft  in  endeavouring 

tD 
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to  produce  thereby  any  Appearances  of  Pus 
in  it,  either  from  its  Colour,  Smell,  or  any 
other  of  its  requifite  Properties. 

W  H  Y  then  may  we  not  conclude  with 
fome  others  of  great  Note,  that  Pus  is  ge¬ 
nerated  immediately  from  the  nutritious 
juice,  not  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins,  but  in 
other  Veffels  }  in  which  juice  all  the  requi¬ 
fite  Properties  are  to  be  found,  as  a  Difpofition 
to  grow  thick,  without  Smell,  white,  light, 
and  of  a  fmooth  Confidence  ^  and  1  take  it 
to  be  very  probable,  that  the  Pus  is  made 
from  hence  by  the  Abidance  of  the  natural 
Heat,  and  the  Conveyance  of  it  by  the  fore- 
mentioned  Veffels  into  the  Glands  whereinto 
they  are  complicated,  and  not  by  any  Means 
from  the  Venal  Blood,  and  much  lets  from 
the  Arterial. 

BUT  lead  I  biculd  feem  to  digrefs  too 
far  i  the  Sanies  thrown  out  by  a  Buboe  is 
very  different,  fometimes  thin  and  ichorous, 
at  others  thicker  and  more  laudable,  as  in 
Abfceffes  that  are  not  malignant  *  in  Refpeft 
of  its  Smell,  it  is  fometimes  fo  extreamly 
fetid,  as  not  to  be  endured  by  the  Nofe  ; 
but  always  the  more  plentifully  it  difcharges, 
tire  better  does  the  Patient  fare  afterwards  : 

Nature 
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Kature  finds  a  Vent  this  open  Way  to  dis¬ 
engage  herfelf  from  a  pernicious  Enemy. 

•  j  )■ 

THE  Number  of  Buboes  was  uncertain, 
Sometimes  one  only  appeared,  at  others, which 
was  moft  commonly,  two  broke  out  at  once  ; 
nay,  there  were  met  with  Inftanc.es  wherein 
all  the  Glands  capable  of  it  were  tu mined. 
Many  Buboes  at  a  Time  infallibly  demon- 
ftrated  the  Aggravation,  and  Difperfion  of 
the  virulent  Taint  *,  and,  qn  the  contrary,  but 
few  (hewed  the  Poitou  to  be  not  (b  prevalent, 
more  contra Ored,  and  brought  to  a  narrower 
Gompafs  for  Expulfion, 

THE  Places,  and  Manner  of  their  Erupti¬ 
on,  was  very  uncertain  ;  Sometimes  one  would 
appear  in  the  right  Axilla ,  and  another  021 
the  contrary  Side  of  the  Groin  ^  the fe  Tu¬ 
mors  would  likewife  lometimes  laft  but  a 
Day,  and  again  infenfibly  vanifn,  that  is, 
always  when  prorufe  .Sweat  arofe  ^  but 
whenfoever  they  were  drawn  in  again  by 
any  Mismanagement  or  Gafualty,  they  would 
appear  and  vanifii  again  many  Times,  and 
be  very  difficult  afterwards  to  be  fixed-  and 
Sometimes  when  they  could  be  brought  to 
Suppuration,  and  a  plentiful  Di [charge,  they 

I  3  would 
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would  renew  again,  as  we  fhall  hereafter  have 
further  Occafion  to  obferve. 

THE  Parotides  borrow  their  iJames  from 
the  Glands  affeaed,  which  grow  behind  the 
Ears  •,  but  theie  Tumors  are  not-  to  be  di 
ftinguiilied  from  others  but  by  their  Situation, 
and  therefore  require  not  any  particular  De¬ 
scription  here,  fo  that  amongft  many  Inftan- 
ces,  I  ftiall  give  but  one  to  difcover  their 
Nature  In  a  certain  Youth  there  aroie  a 
par otis  on  each  Side  behind  the  Bars,  which 
after  Suppuration  and  Inciftoii,  let  out  great 
Quantities  of  Tus,  and  were  afterwards  by  a 
Surgeon  healed  up  •  but  the  mufculous  Flefli 
was  at  this  Time  fo  wafted,  as  to  difcover  a 
Sight  as  pleafant  as  ftrange,  vh..  the  exter¬ 
nal  jugular  Veins,  with  the  Arteries  under 
them,  the  recurrent  Nerves,  the  1  endons,  the 
OEfophagus,  and  in  ihort,  all  the  Veilels  quite 
bare  and  untouched }  but  upon  the  Patient  s 
Recovery, all  filled  up  as  before  with  new  Flelh. 

A  Conjecture  of  Diemebrooeck  comes  here 
in  our  Way  to  examine  *9  he  will  have  it 
that  Buboes  are  produced  from  an  Ebullition 
pf  a  faline  and  an  acid  Humour  meeting  to¬ 
gether,  like  a  Mixture  of  Salt  of  Tartar  and 
Spirit  of  Vitriol :  But  whence  can  fuch  a 

vaft 
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vaft  Coagulation  arife  ?  Indeed  I  do  not 
deny  but  that  a  Tumult  and  Buftle  may  be 
occafioned  by  the  Concourie  of  fuch  Princi¬ 
ples,  as  alfo  that  from  fuch  a  Colluftation 
fome  fa  line  Particles  may  be  precipitated  ^ 
and  it  muh  further  be  allowed,  that  a  Part 
will  inflate  and  fwell  while  fuch  Fermentation 
continues  ^  but  yet  I  cannot  apprehend  how 
Tus  can  be  generated  by  fuch  Means  j  for 
by  an  Effufion  of  fuch  a  Mixture  the  Scrum 
would  be  more  changed  into  a  Lixivium ,  than 
a  purulent  Matter  ^  after  the  Conflict  like- 
wife  is  over,  the  Tumor  would  immediately 
-  fuhfide  and  vanifh  }  but,  on  the  contrary. 
Buboes  daily  and  gradually  come  to  their 
Height  of  Suppuration :  But  I  fhall  not 
detain  the  Reader  on  this  Plead  any  longer, 
but  proceed  to  a  Defcription  of  a  Carbuncle, 

A  Carbuncle  then  is  a  finall  Eruption,  whole 
Contents  are  foon  difcharged,  after  which  it 
appears  in  a  cruffy  Tubercle  about  the  Bignefs 
of  a  Millet  Seed,  gradually  fpreading,  and 
encompaffed  with  a  very  red  and  fiery  Circle  ; 
arifing  firfb  of  all  from  an  ichorous  Humour, 
afterwards  with  great  Pain  and  Heat,  from 
a  lixivious  and  caufHck  Poilon, 
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THAT  I  may  difpatch  as  much  as  poffible 
in  a  few  Words,  it  now  lies  before  me  to 
defcribe  the  common  Method  ot  its  Eruption  ^ 
in  the  Beginning  is  a  ftiarp  pricking  Fain  upon 
the  Part  affe&ed,  which  in  a  little  Time 
grows  very  hot,  and  then  lirts  up  tire  Cubicle 
into  a  Rlifter,  containing  a  thin  Ichor  ;  but 
after  the  Veficle  is  by  rubbing  or  any  other 
Accident  broke,  and  the  contained  Fluid  by 
Heat  diffipated,  its  cauftick  Quality  leaves 
an  Efchar  behind,  which  crufts  over,  in  fome 
fooner,  and  in  others  later  •,  its  Extension  is 
various,  fometimes  more  broad,  and  at  others 
more  contracted  *  nor  is  its  Colour  more  cer¬ 
tain  ;  in  the  greateft  Decree  of  Inflammation 
it  is  extreamly  red,  but  for  the  moft  Part  it 
is  duskv,  very  often  livid,  and  fometimes 
from  the  peculiar  Virulence  of  the  peftilen- 
tial  Poifon,  even  qu’te  black. 


BUT  as  there  is  a  Quality  in  the  peftilen- 
tial  Venom  not  yielding  even  to  an  aClual 
Cautery,  and  from  which,  in  the  Production 
of  Carbuncles ,  Efchar s  are  generated,  I  take  it 
to  be  of  Confequence  to  know  how  fuch  a 
Iharp,  burning,  and  cauftick  Humour  comes  to 
be  bred  in  an  humane  Body  ^  and  by  what 
Contrivance  of  Nature  it  comes  to  be  thus  fe- 
parated  and  thrown  out  ?  AND 
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AND  in  an  Affair  of  this  Difficulty,  I 
expeQ:  to  be  candidly  fet  right  by  any  one  who 
thinks  me  mifaken.  The  whole  Tribe  of 
Difeafes  an  humane  Conftitution  is  fubjeft 
to,  does  undeniably  prove  that  our  Bodies 
are  capable  of  producing  many  venomous 
Taints,  even  equal  to  any  T  hing  in  the  Air 
or  the  Earthy  nay,  the  Hiftories  of  Phyfick 
give  many  Inftances  of  poifonous  Infefls  and 
Animals  bred  within  us  *  and  no  one  can  be 
ignorant,  that  befides  the^Difpofition  of  cor¬ 
rupted  Humours  within  us  to  generate  fuch 
Creatures,  that  their  Semina  are  often  brought 
to  us  from  without :  And  this  is  very  mani- 
feft  in  a  private  Peftilence,  (if  that  Term  may 
be  allowed  me)  where,  without  any  die  Ip 
from  external  Contagion,  not  only  a  podb- 
nous  Seminium  may  be  generated,  but  Car¬ 
buncles  alfo  may  break  out  that  is,  from  the 
peculiar  cauftick  Quality  of  faline  Particles 
in  the  Body. 

WHEREFORE  if  this  can  be  done 
in  a  private  Peftilence,  what  we  may  not  ex-* 
pe£t  from  a  Peftilence  that  is  the  Confequence 
of  an  Epidemick  Caule }  for  the  additional 
Ailiftance  of  a  more  powerful  faline  Princi¬ 
ple  from  without,  cannot  but  greatly  actu¬ 
ate  the  animal  juices,  and.  induce  a  compound  , 

Malignity 
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Malignity  abundantly  fufficient  for  the  Pro- 
du&ion  of  peftilential  Carbuncles. 

THE  more  aggravated  therefore  the  faliue 
Qualities  of  this  foreign  faline  Principles  iliall 
be,  and  in  Proportion  to  the  Quantities  of  it 
infinuated  into  the  animal  Fluids,  the  Car¬ 
buncles  will  break  out  more  or  fewer,  fooner 
or  later ;  although  as  long  as  the  peftilential 
Poilon  flows  in  Company  with  other  Fluids 
within  the  Veftels,  it  feems  more  mild,  be- 
caufe  then  diluted,  than  when  feparated  and 
thrown  upon  the  Skin  by  the  natural  Excre¬ 
tory  Powers.  And  this  Expulfion  of  it  feems 
much  to  be  ahifted  by  the  common  Tenden¬ 
cy  of  ferous  Particles  towards  the  Surface, 
and  the  Congrefsof  nitro-aereal  Particles  there¬ 
with  ;  but  nothing  however  is  more  manifeft 
than  that  when  the  peftilential  Poifori  hath 
got  to  the  Surface,  itexercifes  its  Virulence 
upon  all  the  Parts  it  touches,  and  leaves  cruel 
Marks  of  its  Triumph  behind  ^  the  fame  as 
which  likewife  obtains  not  only  from  an  epi- 
demick  Peftilence,  but  upon  drinking  any 
poifonous  Draughts. 

BUT  it  concerns  us  here  to  remove  one 
Miftake  •,  For  it  is  laid  down  by  Diernebrooech , 
in  Oppofition  to  the  common  Opinion,  that 
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a  Carbuncle  is  nothing  elfe  but  an  aftual  Gan¬ 
grene  ^  for  if  any  Credit  may  be  given  to 
our  Experience,  which  we  look  upon  to  be 
as  well  founded  as  that  of  this  great  Man,  I 
do  not  remember  any  Carbuncles  (unlefs  where 
there  hath  fome  manifeft  Error  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  external  Applications,  or  the  Viru¬ 
lence  of  the  Peftilence  hath  been  greater  than 
ordinary)  to  have  tended  more  to  a  Sphacelus , 
than  any  other  Confequences  of  the  peftilen- 
tial  Poifon. 

AND  were  there  not  innumerable  Tefli- 
monies  to  the  Truth  of  this,  many  Argu¬ 
ments  might  be  alledged  in  its  Vindication  • 
for  while  there  is  a  free  Influx  of  vital  Spi¬ 
rits,  and  other  natural  Fluids,  into  the  Part 
affected  j  while  the  native  Heat  is  preferved 
from  Suffocation,  and  Putrefaction  is  preven¬ 
ted,  what  Per fon  can  imagine  there  to  be 
any  particular  Dilpofition  to  Mortification  in 
a  fingle  Carbuncle  ?  And  the  more  efpecially 
when  the  Spirits  are  fo  far  from  being  inter¬ 
cepted  by  the  Carbuncle’s  Eruption,  that  they 
how  more  plentifully  to  the  Part  •  when  the 
native  Heat  is  fo  far  from  being  fuffocated, 
that  by  its  Affifipnce  a  falutary  Separation 
is  made  *,  and  lafily,  when  the  Part  affected 

is  fo  far  from  Putrefaction,  and  rendered  more 
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humid  than  before,  that  thefe  iliire  Particles, 
of  an  efcharotick  Quality,  rather  prevent 
Mortification,  and  by  drying  the  Part  make 
it  rather  more  able  to  rellfk  fuch  a  Change : 
And  according  to  the  bed:  of  my  Remem¬ 
brance  I  never  did  meet  with  a  Carbunsle  that 
mortified,  urrlefs  from  the  Mifmanagement  or 
Carelefnefs  of  Surgeons,  or  when  the  higheft 
Degree  of  Virulence  in  the  pefiilential  Poifon 
had  not  occafioned  an  immediate  Mortifica¬ 
tion. 

1ST  O  Part  of  an  humane  Body  was  free 
from  the  Eruption  of  the  Carbuncle  s\  And  I  dial! 
not  exceed  the  Truth,  if  I  affirm  that  I  have 
met  with  them  at  one  time  or  other  in  all 
Places.  But  this  Matter  will  yet  appear  more 
fully  beyond  Contradiction,  when  I  iliall  have 
brought  a  few  feleT  Inftances  out  of  a  great 
Multitude,  to  put  it  quite  out  of  Difpute. 

A  Girl  of  about  12  Years  of  Age,  felt  a 
grievous  Pain  about  her  Breah,  where  quickly 
after  the  Appearance  of  a  Pimple,  there  broke 
out  a  Carbuncle  *  the  Efchar  at  lad:  came  on, 
and  the  Ulcer  difcharging  fame  Matter  plen¬ 
tifully  *  after  about  twenty  Days  fhe  was 
reckoned  to  be  very  well,  had  not  a  Surgeon 
tpo  raftily  drafted  her  with  the  red  drying 
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Ointment ,  in  order  to  cicatrize  it  for  upon 
that  the  Peftilence  appeared  again,  and  killed 
her  in  about  three  Days,  undoubtedly  from  a 
Return  of  the  Venom  inwards  before  it  was 
all  difcharged. 

ANOTHER  Cafe,  almoR  beyond  Be¬ 
lief,  were  it  not  attefted  by  many  Eye-Wit- 
nelfes,  was  of  a  Woman,  who  immediately 
after  Delivery  had  a  Carbuncle  appear  upon 
her  Breafts,  when  the  Infant  fucked  all  the 
Time  without  Harm,  and  the  Woman,  through 
the  Favour  of  the  Seafon,  and  exact  Care  in 
all  Refpe£ts,  recovered*  I  was  alfo  another 
time  called  to  a  Man  of  advanced  Years,  whole 
whole  Thigh  and  Hip  was  over-run  with  a 
Carbuncle ,  but  the  Vefication  was  made  by 
fiich  an  ichorous  Serum ,  that  I  ftrongly  liifi- 
pefled  a  Mortification  j  I  complained  of  being 
called  fo  late,  but  however  ordered  a  deep 
Scarification,  and  other  Means  fuitable, where¬ 
upon  there  grew  feme  Elopes  of  Separation, 
*  but  for  Want  of  inward  Strength  and  Spirits, 
the  Patient  died  }  whereas  another  of  a  more 
vigorous  Habit,  was  recovered  in  the  fame 
Cafe,  for  no  other  Reafon,  but  that  there  was 
Strength  enough  to  carry  him  through  it. 
Moreover,  I  once  met  with  a  Buboe  and  Carbun¬ 
cle  together  in  the  Groin  of  a  Boy,  net  above 
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two  Fingers  Breadth  of  each  other j  but  by 
due  Means,  both  medicinal  and  chirurgical, 
the  Lad  got  well  from  both  his  Ails  together. 

A  certain  Merchant  had  a  Carbuncle  upon 
his  Arm,  a  little  below  the  Elbow,  but  what 
was  moh  unhappy  was,  that  at  the  Beginning 
he  was  fo  Impatient  of  the  Pain,  that  he  ap- 
plyed  a  Cooling  Cataplafm  to  it  of  his  own 
ordering,  for  fuddenly  thereupon  it  changed 
into  a  Gangrene,  to  obviate  which,  Scarri- 
fication  was  immediately  had  recourfe  to,  in 
the  Execution  of  which,  the  Surgeon  inad¬ 
vertently  cut  a  large  Vein,  which  caufed  fuch 
a  Flux  of  Blood,  as  could  not  be  hopped  by 
either  a&ual  Cautery,  or  any  other  Means  * 
whereupon  followed  fuch  a  Sinking  of  his 
Spirits,  that  the  unfortunate  Gentleman  died 
in  three  Flours  time. 

LASTLY,  A  Carbuncle  appeared  on  the 
Finger  of  a  young  Woman, to  eradicate  which, 
we  took  all  imaginable  Care  •  and  all  Things 
at  firh  feemed  to  anfwer  our  Wilkes  •  but  the 
Uncertainty  of  humane  Expectations  ^  for 
the  Patient  with  her  old  Nurfe  Supping  plen¬ 
tifully  upon  French  Beans,  that  very  Night 
the  Diftemper  returned  •  and  although  fie. 
vomited  as  much  as  her  Strength  would  bear, 
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by  the  Provocation  of  an  Emetick  given  her, 
after  which  were  ufed  the  moil:  Cordial  Re- 
medies,  and  the  moil:  warm  Alexipharmicks, 
early  in  the  Morning,  a  freih  Carbuncle  came 
in  the  Place  of  the  old  one  ^  ihe  was  delirious 
all  that  Day,  and  in  the  Evening  ihe  expired. 
After  the  Bearers  came  that  Night  to  bury 
her,  and  talked  of  fetching  away  the  old  Wo¬ 
man  next,  as  a  Perfon  dead,  the  poor  Wretch, 
as  awakened  from  Sleep,  cried  out,  ihe  was 
not  dead  •  but  ihe  difappointed  not  their  A- 
greement,  and  died  time  enough  to  be  carried 
away  the  fame  Night  to  the  burying  Place. 

I  might  eaiily  imploy  a  Volume  in  a  Reci¬ 
tal  of  all  the  particular  Gircumftances  of  thefe 
Carbuncles  ^  but  however,  before  I  difmifs  this 
Subject,  I  cannot  omit  that  the  peftilential 
Venom  was  in  a  very  great  Manner  commu¬ 
nicable  from  one  Carbuncle  to  another  ^  or  to 
fpeak  perhaps  more  properly,  the  faline  Vi¬ 
rulence  of  a  Carbuncle  would  generate  another 
^wherefoever  it  lodged. 

THE  Number  of  Carbuncles  was  undeter- 
minate,  fometimes  two,  three,  four,  or  more, 
would  come  out  at  once,  the  peftilential  Ve¬ 
nom  being  diffufed  to  many  Parts  at  the  fame 
Time:,  but  the  reft  we  iliall  leave  to  that 
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Seftion  concerning  the  Cure  of  Carbuncles  $  we 
fh.aH  here  therefore  fubjoin  fomewhat  concern¬ 
ing  peftilential  Spots,  called  petechia. 

THE  Petechia  then  are  little  Spots  upon 
the  Skin,  not  eafily  diftinguiftiable  from  a 
Flea-Bite  •  though  this  Difference  may  be 
obferved,  in  a  Flea-Bite  there  may  be  leen 
a  PuriTure  in  the  middle,  where  the  little 
Creature  had  ftruck  in  its  Teeth,  and  round 
it  an  Inflammation,  with  a  little  extravafa- 
ted  Blood :  But  thefe  Spots  are  more  uniform 
in  their  Colour,  more  fixed,  and  difficult  to 
be  removed^  whereas  upon  any  Prelfure  with 
the  Finger,  a  Flea-Bite  gives  Way,  except  in 
thp  central  Punfture.  Furthermore  the  pefH- 
lential  Petechia  are  to  be  diftinguiihed  from  the 
Spots  of  a  malignant  Fever,  as  they  are  deep¬ 
er  coloured}  and  likewile  to  be  known  (as 
before  obfervedj  from  Scurvy  Spots,  which 
are  much  broader,  and  not  always  exactly 
round  }  although  thefe  are  iikewife  fometimes 
intermixed  with  the  peftilential  ones,  and  by 
Means  of  the  aforementioned  Affinities  be¬ 
tween  them,  hardly  in  fome  Cafes  to  be 
diftinguiihed. 

T  O  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the  pe¬ 
ftilential  Petechia  do  not  always  fix  in  the 
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lame  Parts,  and  fometimes  they  difappear, 
after  a  fliort  Stay  in  one  Place,  and  im¬ 
mediately  rife  in  others  :  And  indeed  there 
is  no  Part  altogether  exempted  from  them, 
although  they  chiefly  come  out  in  the 
Neck,  Breaft,  and  Back ;  whereas  thofe  of 
the  Scurvy  come  moftly  in  the  extream 
Parts.  The  Reafon  of  this  in  the  former 
Cafe  may  probably  be  from  the  Proximity 
of  the  larger  Ve/Tels,  and  the  Largenefs  of 

the  Pores  about  the  Trunk  of  the  Body; 
and  in  the  Scurvy,  the  Legs  particularly 
are  mob  fpotted,  from  the  Tendency  and 
Precipitation  of  the  faline  Particles  down¬ 
wards. 


T  H  E  Spots  were  fometimes  few,  but 
moft  commonly  very  numerous ;  in  feme 
they  were  fo  thick,  as  to  cover  in  a  man¬ 
ner  the  whole  Skin.  1  faw  a  little  Girl 
that  was  all  over  full  with  them,  but  upon 
a  large  Sweat  arifmg,  they  all  difappeared, 
and  fiie  recovered ;  yet  fometimes  the  Di- 
fiemper  was  fo  delufory,  that  thefe  Spots 
would  arife,  and  difappear,  and  come  out 
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again,  for  feveral  Times ;  that  is,  when 


Nature  gave  its  utmoll  Efforts  to  expel 
the  Poiion,  they  might  be  feen  upon  the 
Surface;  but  when  the  Spirits  languifhed 
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or  upon  any  external  Cold,  they  would  go 
in  again. 

1  might  here  conveniently  obferve,  that 
this  Eruption  was  almoft  always  1  ymp to¬ 
rn  atical,  and  very  rarely  critical  ^  the  Co¬ 
lour  of  them  was  not  always  the  fame, 
fometirnes  they  were  red,  or  puiple,  at 
others  yellow,  and  fometirnes  livid  or  black, 
according  to  the  Nature  and  Energy  of  the 
morbifick  Venom,  and  its  Complication  with 
other  Contingencies  and  hence  we  natu¬ 
rally  pafs  to  the  effential  Chara&erifticks  of 
a  Peftilenee. 

THE  genuine  peftilential  Chara&ers, 
by  the  common  People  amongft  us  called 
Tokens,  as  the  Pledges  or  Fore- warnings  of 
Death,  are  nothing  elfe  than  minute  and 
diftintt  Blafts,  which  have  their  Origin  from 
within,  and  rife  up  with  a  little  pyrami¬ 
dal  Protuberance,  having  the  peftilential 
Poifon  chiefly  collected  at  their  Bafes,  and, 
according  to  the  accuftomed  Dilperfion  og 
fuch  Agents,  gradually  tainting  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Parts,  and  reaching  to  the  Surface, 
as  the  Cofiguration  of  Veflels  and  Pores  are 
difpofed  to  favour  their  Spreading. 
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MOREOVER  thefe  Blafts  were  de¬ 
rivable  from  external  Caules,  as  from  the 
Injuries  of  Air,  where  the  peftilential  Miaf- 
mat  a  were  pent  up  and  condenfed,  and  by 
that  Means  their  Virulence  increafed  to  that 
Degree,  that  Life  it  lelf  was  immediately 
extinguifhcd,  upon  coming  within  their 
Reach.  Nay,  forne  were  fo  fuddenly 
marked  with  thefe  fatal  Chara&ers,  that 
they  did  not  before  find  themfelves  in  any 
otner  RefpeO:  out  of  Order*,  which  is  a 
CircumRance  fo  well  known,  that  there  is 
little  need  to  confirm  it  by  particular  I n- 
Rances,  however,  for  the  Reader’s  Satis¬ 
faction,  I  fhall  recollect  one  or  two  FaCts 
Of  this  Kind. 

►  1  -  ' 

~  .  ■  o  '  . 

v.‘  / 

I  was  called  to  a  Girl  the  firR  Day  of 
her  Seizure,  who  breathed  without  any 
Difficulty,  her  Warmth  was  moderate  and 
natural,  her  Inwards  free  from  glowing 
aaid  Pain,  and  her  Pulfe  not  unequal  or 
irregular  •  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  Things 
genuine  and  well,  as  if  the  had  ailed  no¬ 
thing  *  and  indeed  I  was  rather  inclined  to 
think  ffie  counterfeited  being  fick,  than 
really  to  be  out  of  Order,  until  examining 
hei  .BreaR,  I  found  the  certain  Characters 
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of*  Death  imprinted  in  many  Places  ^  and 
in  that  following  Night  fhe  died,  before 
fiie  her  felf,  or  any  Perfon  about  her,  could 
difcern  her  otherwife  out  of  Order. 

Some  time  after  I  vifited  a  Vr  idow  of 
Sixty  Years  of  Age,  whom  I  met  with 
at  Dinner,  where  fhe  had  eat  heartily  of 
Mutton,  and  filled  befides  her  Stomach 
with  Broth after  I  had  enquired  into  fe¬ 
ver  al  Particulars  relating  to  her  Health, 
flie  affirmed  her  felf  to  have  never  been 
better  in  her  Life,  but  upon  feeling  her 
pulfe,  I  perceived  it  to  intermit,  and  upon 
examining  her  Bread:,  I  found  an  Abundance 
of  ' Tokens ,  which  proved  too  true  a 
Prognoftick,  that  even  after  fo  good  a 
Dinner  fhe  would  by  the  Evening  be  in 
another  World. 

A  S  to  the  Eruption  of  thefe  fatal 
Characters,  I  judged  them  to  be  rather  the 
Effefls  of  the  peftilential  corrofive  Salt, 
than  of  any  Putrefaction  oi  the  Humours 
for  this  Poifon  wanting  room  for  Exhala¬ 
tion  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  col¬ 
lected  in  Quantities  upon  the  Surface,  and 
for  want  of  Spirits  to  drive  therewith 
imprinted  thefe  Marks  thereupon. 


FUR- 
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FURTHERMORE  thefe  external 
Parts  not  only  grew  dry  from  the  Acri¬ 
mony  of  this  Venom*  but  were  alfo  very 
liable  to  Mortification  by  an  Extinflion  of 
the  vital  Spirits  *  but  enough  of  this,  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  but  adding  Light  to 
the  Noon-day  Sun,  to  endeavour  to  con¬ 
firm  it  by  more  Tefidmonies. 

THESE  Tokens  did  differ  in  Regard  to 
their  Colour  and  Hardnefs ;  of  their  Co¬ 
lour  we  lhall  fpeak  hereafter :  Their 
Hardnefs  I  ufied  to  try  with  a  Needle 
or  Penknife,  to  fee  whether  the  Senfe 
and  Life  was  perifhed  or  not  }  in  which 
Trials  I  found  a  great  deal  of  Difference, 
as  fome  would  be  penetrated  with  very 
little  Trouble,  when  others  were  even 
callous  and  horny,  and  difficult  to  be  pe~ 
net  rated.  The  Origin  of  thefe  I  conjecture 
to  be  from  the  nervous  Juice,  or  fome 
gelatinous  Subfiance  evaporated  into  a 
gummy  Confiftence,  not  unlike  thefe  horny 
Excrefcencies  from  the  Bones  *,  their  Cor 
lour  and  Affinity  in  many  ReipeCls  with 
Wharts  is  alfo  remarkable. 

K  3  AND 
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AND  here  I  cannot  pafs  by  anlnftance  worth 
Qblervatation,ofaGirl  who  came  to  my  Houfe 
full  of  Sadnefs  and  Confirmation,  already 
even  to  fmk  down  *,  upon  Examination  ihe 
told  me  that  ihe  had  broke  out  from  an 
Houle  where  ihe  was  ihut  up  with  a 
Nurfe,  all  the  retd  of  the  Family  being 
dead,  to  ihew  me  the  certain  Forerunner 
of  Death  upon  her,  faying  ihe  had  the 
Tokens  upon  her  Leg  •  but  I  foon  found 
a  Miftake  that  might  have  been  fatal  to 
her,  fqr  it  was  only  a  Whart,  which  nei¬ 
ther  ihe  nor  the  Nurfe  had  ever  taken 
Notice  of  before:,  the  was  ioon  undeceived, 
and  by  my  Encouragement  ihook  off  all 
her  Fear  ^  returning  Flome  chearful  to  take 
thole  Medicines  which  were  directed  to 
carry  off  the  Diforders  upon  her,  and 
fweating  her  plentifully,  removed  all  Suf- 
picion  of  the  Contagion :  But  I  really  be¬ 
lieve,  that  had  not  her  Mind  been  foon 
made  eafie,  by  what  was  faid  to  her,  ihe 
would  have  died  merely  by  the  Force  of 
her  Imagination  ;  as  fuch  a  Dread  extream- 
jy  aggravates  the  leaf:  Complaints. 

•B  U  T  fome  ot  thefe  Tokens  were  not 
only  .fo  like  in  Appearance  to  Wharts,  that 

they 


tv 
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they  deceived  this  young  Girl,  for  fome- 
times  even  the  Surgeons  miftook  them ; 
and  I  was  beholden  to  the  Management 
before-mentioned  of  pricking  through  them, 
to  be  fatisfied  lometimes  my  lelf,  as  well 
as  to  know  the  Degrees  of  Malignity  in 
the  V enom  of  the  true  Tokens }  where  I 
found  quickly  a  Senlibility,  I  took  it  for 
a  good  Sign,  and  thofe  which  went  no  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  Skin,  would  oftentimes  Hough 
off:,  whereas  when  they  went  deeper,  they 
were  deemed  dangerous,  efpecially  when 
the  Part  loft  its  Fee  line:,  and  threatned 
Sphacelation.  There  were  likewife  fome 
found  fo  extreamly  coma  tons,  that*  the 
whole  Body  was  deprived  of  Senfe  •  info- 
much  that  if  any  Limb,  or  Part  clear  of 
the  Tokens ,  was  tried  by  Punfture,  or  Inch 
lion,  there  would  be  no  more  felt  than 
upon  the  deadly  Marks  themfelves  *,  not- 
withstanding  which  Infenlibility  of  Body, 
fome  Faculties  of  the  Mind  would  return 
and  be  perceived  even  till  Death. 


THE  Fife  era  alfo,  as  well  as  the  ex¬ 
ternal  Parts,  would  lometimes  be  marked 
with  thefe  Characters,  nay,  lometimes  it 
appeared,  that  the  Inwards  were  affefted, 

K  4  when. 
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when  nothing  of  the  Tokens  were  leen  ex¬ 
ternally, 

a 

/• 

THE  Magnitude  of  the  Tokens  were 
various,  fometimes  as  fmall  as  a  Pin’s  Head, 
and  at  others  larger,  and  as  broad  as  a 
Silver  Peny  j  there  were  indeed  Instances 
of  many  running  into  one,  but  this  was  but 
leldom  in  the  late  Sicknefs. 


L  ASTL  Y,  Some  were  depreiTed,  and 
others  prominent,  and  fome  did  not  appear 
till  the  infe&ed  Perfbn  was  dead  •  fo  that 
it  did  not  fuffice  to  kill,  but  alfo  to  leave 
Marks  of  its  Triumph*  but  fome  of  the 
crafty  Nurfes  would  put  the  dead  Body 
immediately  into  wet  Cloaths,  whereby  they 
flopped  the  further  Fermentation  of  the 
juices,  and  refrained  fuch  Eruption,  in 
Order  to  elude  the  Magiitrates  Notice  and 
Power,  to  {hut  up  the  Houles. 


BUT  how  much  foever  thefe  deep 
Marks  were  the  lure  Fore- warnings  of 
Death,  yet  fometimes  they  would  be  out 
from  the  fourth  Day  before,  and  remain  all 
that  while  as  terrible.  Admonitions  both  to 
the  Sick  and  others* 


SECTION 
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SECTION  VI. 

The  PrognojUck  Signs  of  the  late  Pejiilence. 

AS  that  Peftilence  which  of  late  made 
fo  great  Havock  amongft  Mankind , 
was  fo  full  of  Shiftings  and  Changes  in 
its  Attacks  and  Progrefs,  that  very  little 
Certainty  could  be  had  of  its  Event ,  it 
highly  concerns  the  Credit  and  Honour  of 
the  Faculty,  not  too  haftily  in  fuch  Cafes 
to  prognofficafe  either  Recovery  or  Death : 
In  Order  therefore  to  remove,  as  much  as 
poffible,  fiich  Difficulties  for  the  future, 
it  is  with  Cheerfulnefs  that  I  can  leave 
with  Pofterity  thofe  Obfervations  which  I 

1  *  i 

have  been  able  to  make  in  my  daily  Atten¬ 
dance  upon  the  InfeTed,  to  the  utmofi:  Ha¬ 
zard  of  my  Life,  through  the  Courfe  of  this 
late  Sicknefs. 

*  .  »  ,  i  i 

THE  prognoftick  Signs  then  regaAl  either 
the  Peftilence  it  felf,  as  to  its  Origin,  Height!^ 
and  Declenfion,  or  the  Recovery  or  Death  of 
the  Patient, 


FROM 
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i  «  \ 

FROM  certain  and  undoubted  Signs 3 
for  fome*  time  foregoing  the  manifeji  Erup¬ 
tion  of  the  Plague ,  may  its  Degrees  of  Se¬ 
verity  be  prognosticated . 

A  S  fharp  and  immoderate  Pains  appa¬ 
rently  denote  a  peflilential  Conffitution,  and 
likewife  Tumors  breaking  out  again  upon 
Parts  before  affe&ed :  For  it  is  a  Cafe 
that  I  have  often  met  with,  that  thofe 
who  have  hyd  Buboes  and  Carbuncles  in  the 
Sicknefs  well  cured,  to  break  out  again 
afterwards,  from  fome  Remains  of  the  pefti- 
lential  Venom  yet  lurking  in  the  Conffitii- 
tion,  and  not  to  be  conquered. 

WHENSOEVER  chronicle  Difeafes 
are  changed  into  acute  ones,  it  may  be 
concluded  that  the  Infection  is  not  far  off  ^ 
For  Valetudinarians  are  more  fenfible  of  any 
,  approaching  Diforder  than  thofe  who  are 
ffrong  and  healthful :  And  from  a  natural 
Cauie  ‘’may  it  be  accounted  why  infirm 
Conititutions  can  certainly  foretel  leveral 
Changes  in  the  Air,  and ,  be  forewarn’d 
ol  other  external  Inconveniencies  *,  and  the 
more  virulent  any  infectious  Miafmata  are, 
the  fooner  do  they  affed  fuch  Habits* 

and 
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and  it  fee  ms  peculiar  to  the  Plague  to  be 
preceded  by  its  pernicious  Effluvia ,  like  fo 
many  Officers  feizing.  the  Weak  and  Help- 
lefs  firft;  and  fuch  it  tyrannizes  over  by 
converting  the  morbid  Humours  into  its 
own  Nature,  in  fubtilizing  thole  which  are 
grofs,  acuating  the  dull,  heating  the  cold, 
changing  the  natural  Ferments,  and  in  ffiort, 
by  inducing  oppofite  Qualities  into  the 
whole  Conftitution. 

MOREOVER,  in  this  Regard  we 
may  conlider  the  frequent  Mortalities  a- 
mongfi  Cattle,  which  foregoe  an  Infection 
amongR  i Mankind ;  for  thefe  Creatures 
living  for  the  moft  Part,  both  Night  and 
Day,  in  the  open  Air,  not  only  are  more 
influenced  by  it  when  tainted,  but  are  alio 
hurt  by  the  infe&ious  Venom  which  ga¬ 
thers  upon  the  Herbage  as  likewife  they 
are  more  liable,  on  other  Accounts,  to  feel 
its  firft  Approaches,  becaufe  its  freeft  Pro- 
grefs  is  in  open  Places. 

y  -  .  ,  i 

MOREOVER,  when  there  is  a  ge¬ 
neral  Sadnefs  and  Conffernation  upon  the 
Minds  of  the  People  from  no  manifeft 
Caufe,  fo  that  the  whole  Multitude  are 
pale  and  fpiritlefs,  who  can  think  but 

that 


that  fome  general  Calamity  is  at  Hand  ? 

AND  certainly  this  will  not  appear:  a 
very  difficult  Conjecture,  and  remote  from 
Reafon,  when  we  duly  confide r  the  ftrange 
Intercour-fe  and  Familiarity  which  the  Spi¬ 
rits  maintain  with  Things  very  occult* 
and  at  a  Difiance  ^  for  whofoever  rightly 
weighs  this  Matter,  will  perceive  the  Spi¬ 
rits  capable  of  very  fubtile  Impreffions, 
by  Means  of  their  Intercourfes  with  the 
Imagination,  whereby  they  are  capable  of 
perceiving,  tho5  obfcurely,  any  approach¬ 
ing  Evil,  and  confequently  of  exciting  a- 
mongfi;  the  Populace  a  general  Apprehenfion 
concerning  Futurity,  without  any  miraculous 
Influence. 

EAST  L Y,  All  fore-bodings  of  any 
Kind  denote  the  Malignancy  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Evil,  becaufe  they  are  manifeft- 
ly  rrom  the  Influence  of  the  pefHlential 
Mtafmau^  and  the  further  off  fuch  Impref- 
lions  are  made,  the  greater  do  they  prc- 
gnoflicate  the  future  Calamity  will  be  • 
becaufe  fuch  Irradiations  at  a  Diffance,  and 
propagated  through  a  long  Traft  of  Air, 
cit-note  the  great  Energy  and  Virulence  of 
inch  Origin ,  when  therefore  the  Peftilence 

feldom 
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leklom  appears  without  Rich  Forewarnings, 
and  gradually  diffufes  according  to  the 
greater  or  lelTer  Liberty  for  the  nitro-aeriaf 
Poifon  to  move  in,  and  the  firft  Perceptions 
of  it  are  fo  terrible,  what  Miferies  and 
Defolations  may  not  be  expelled  from  it, 
when  it  is  arrived  in  its  full  Force  ? 

A  Peflilence  that  is  fierce  and  deadly  in 

its  frjl  Attack ,  foon  ceafes . 

♦ 

I  call  fuch  a  Peftilence  fierce,  that  imme¬ 
diately  deftroys  the  ftrongeft  Conftltutions, 
and  which  being  every  where  diffufed,  feizes 
all  at  once  j  for  the  fooner  the  venomous 
Seminium  is  fpread  and  wailed,  the  looner 

will  its  Fury  be  oven 

*  „ .  ....  •  -  *  ■  j  ' 

THE  Times  of  a  Peflilence  in  its  Ds - 
creafe ,  are  in  Proportion  to  the  Times  of 
its  Increaje. 

FOR  the  infectious  Poifon  does  not  a£t 
precarioufly,  but  in  a  regular  and  uniform 
Manner,  as  it  fully  appeared  by  the  Courfe 
of  the  late  Sicknefs  amongft  us ;  (not  to 
mention  others  at  a  greater  Diftance  of 
Place  and  Time)  but  this  will  be  bell 

made 
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made  appear  from  the  Tables  of  Mortality 
hereunto  annexed. 


THE  Cttuje  of  a  Pejlilence  being  re¬ 
moved,  jpent,  or  extingmjhed ,  its  Effeffis 

immediately  ceafe. 

A  S  Fire  goes  out  when  its  Fuel  is 
wanting,  or  fpent,  fo  the  peftilential  Viru¬ 
lence  continually  *  wants  fomewhat  to  keep 
it  up,  and  no  longer  than  it  is  fupplied 
v/itn  that  neceflary  Pabulum  will  it  laft : 
Although  1  acknowledge  that  fometimes 
theie  fauil  Sparks  will  lie  as  it  were  Imo- 
thered  in  their  own  Ruins,  for  fome  Time, 
and  after  a  certain  Interval  break  out  again 
into  its  firft  Fury,  from  the  original  Caufe 
that  as  yet  hath  never  been  extinguilhed. 
And  hence  perhaps  fome  may  be  led  into 
an  Error  about  the  Plague’s  being  co-atval 
with  the  World,  and  its  continual  Subftftance 
in  one  Place  or  another,  as  external  Cir- 
cumftaaces  favour  its  Propagation  or  Hin¬ 
drance  j  for  the  very  Increafe  of  the  pe- 
ftdential  Seminmm ,  after  every  Interval  of 
Receis,  plainly  fiiews  it  to  take  frefh  Root  • 
and  upon  the  total  Extirpation  of  it,  I  can¬ 
not  fee  now  the  lame  can  appear  again  i 

And 
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And  this  is  confirmed  by  the  almoft  con¬ 
tinual  Varieties  in  different  Infections* 

W  E  now  come  in  Courfe  to  fpeak  of 
thofe  Prognofticks,  which  regard  the  Death 
or  Recovery  of  the  Infe&ed. 

E  VE  R  T  Hemorrhage  is  had ,  but  a  Flux 
of  the  Menfes  always  fataL 

A  Loofenefs  of  the  Bowels ,  efpecially  in 
the  Beginnings  is  commonly  a  Sign  of  Death* 

K  ■  •  *  V 

BECAUSE  by  this  Evacuation  a 
Diafboreps  is  prevented,  the  Strength  Is 
wafted,  and  the  Poifon  is  fo  far  thrown 
upon  the  Bowels,  as  fometimes  to  induce 
Mortification  j  the  Cafe  is  likewife  not 
much  better  when  the  Faces  are  extreamly 
fetid,  and  there  is  no  Relief  thereby  ^  or 
when  they  are  green,  or  black,  or  come  a- 
way  involuntarily,  efpecially  when  attended 
with  a  Dyfentery . 

\ 

WHERE  the  Lungs  are  tender ,  weak) 
or  diflempered ,  it  generally  ends  HL 

FOR  I  can  hardly  remember  any,  one 
who  had  bad  Lungs  that  efcaped  in  the 

late 
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late  Sicknefsj  and  it  was  a  conftant  Ob- 
fervation,  that  Aiihmatick  Per  ions,  not 
only  by  frequent  and  hard  Infpiration  drew 
in  more  of  the  poifo'nous  Steams  than  o- 
thers,  but  alfo  that  the  weakned  Force  of 
that  Organ,  gave  Opportunity  to  them  to 
fix  their  Lodgment  there. 


W HE  N  Performs  grew  no  better  for 
Sweating ,  bat  weaker ,  and  the  Dijlemper 
higher 5  it  was  judged  fatal . 

«  •  '■**•  * '  ,  •  X-y  \  '  ■  *  •  *»  v  v;  -  r  <•  -  * 

'y  C/  M  ' 

FOR  after  Nature  had  made  ilich  an 
-  Effort  to  expel  the  Venom  to  no  Purpofe, 
all  Hopes  of  Recovery  could  not  but  va- 
niih.  A  great  Expence  of  Spirit,  and  a 
general  Decay  of  Strength,  mult  be  the 
Confeqnence  of  fuch  a  Waff:,  and  a  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  Sweat  like  wife  brings  on  a  dan¬ 
gerous  Colliquitation,  or  is  a  Sign  of  it  ^  and 
thole  hot  fharp  Sweats,  which  veficate  the 
Skin,  are  alio  to  be  fufpefted:  Moreover, 
it  is  very  hazardous  when  cold  Sweats  come 
after  fuch  hot  ones.  But  the  moft  cer¬ 
tain  Fatality  of  all,  is  from  fuch  Sweats 

t 

as  have  a  cadaverous  Smell j  altho’  there 


was  fometimes  a  very  cH  (agree  able  fcented 
Sweat,  with  which  they  recovered,  as  with 
t  exha  led  the  pefrilentia  1  Venom . 


i.  L 


A 
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A  Lofs  of  Appetite  for  a  great  while, 
proved fmojl  commonly  but  a  dangerous 
Prognottick. 


*  T  appears*  by  what  hath  been  already 
laidj  that  a  Loathing  at  Stomach  was  a 
certain  Sign  of  Infeflion  •,  and  upon  a  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  it,  it  was  neceffary  that  there 
fhould  enfue  a  Defeat  of  Nourifhment  and 
Strength,  which  made  a  Perfon  much  more 
liable  to  the  word:  Influences  of  the  Di~ 
ftemper,  and  even  to  E radon  and  Sphacela-* 
tion  of  the  Stomach. 


DEAFNESS  joined  with  Drowfinefs , 
were  Signs  the  Parotides  would  (oon  appear. 

WHEN  Buboes  went  in  again  without 
due  Evacuation y  and  while  bad  Symptoms 
continued ,  Matters  were  generally  doubtful , 

and  for  the  mofl  Part  very  dangerous. 

’  '  ■  ■  \  -  ■ 

I  always  looked  upon  my  Labours  to  be 
defeated,  whenfoever  thefe  Tumours  did* 
appeared  of  a  hidden  without  any  manifeft 
Gaufe  ^  for  it  was  owing  to  the  Retreat  of 
the  Venom  inwards,  where  it  made  terrible 
Mifchief,  and  was  extreamly  difficult  to  be 

L  got 
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got  again  to  the  Surface  ^  yet  if  Sweats 
broke  out,  that  the  Patient  could  well  bear, 
it  was  not  uncommon  for  them  to  return, 
and  bring  again  Matters  into  an  hopeful 
State. 

WHEN  SOEVER  thefe  Tumours 
are  difcoloured 5  effect  ally  tending  to  Black - 
nefs,  or  do  not  fupp urate,  or  are  infenfible, 
it  may  be  pronounced  the  Patient  will  be 
worfe . 

THE  more  Buboes  there  are,  fo  that 
they  fuppurate ,  the  better . 

C  ARBV  N  C  LE  S  are  always  more 
dangerous  than  Buboes  ; 

BOTH  on  Account  of  their  iharper 

/ 

Pain,  and  greater  Difficulty  to  cure. 

THE  (mailer  the  Carbuncles  are  in 
Com  pdfs,  and  their  Situation  remote  from  the 
Viicera ,  greater  Veffels ,  Tendons ,  and  Nerves, 
and  the  fewer  they  are  in  Number ,  by  fo 
much  it  is  the  better ;  and ,  on  the  contrary , 
when  they  fpread  like  a  Gangrene ,  and  are 
near  the  principal  Parts ,  as  the  Breafl  or 
Belly ,  and  aljo  are  numerous ,  or  livid,  the 

fate 


of  the  late  tpeftilence.  1 4 f 

Fate  of  the  Patient  may  he  pronounced 
defperate . 

THE  peflilenthl  Tokens,  ejpecialiy 
when  they  are  deep ,  are  the  fare  and  Jpeedy 
Mejfengers  of  Death , 

F  O  R  a  general  Mortification  commonly 
follows  thefe  particular  ones  :  although  there 
is  fometimes  (as  before  obferved)  feme  Time 

given  between  one  and  the  other,  as  for  two 
or  three  Days. 

A  Complication  cf  bad  Symptoms  together $ 
precipitates  the  Patient  into  another  World . 

NAY,  fometimes  when  there  are  many 
Symptoms  of  Recovery,  the  obftinate  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  one  bad,  is  enough  to  determine 
the  Patient’s  Fate. 

FROM  the  inconftant  Appearance  of 
'the  Urine  ^  there  can  be  no  certain  Judg¬ 
ment  made . 

f 

THE  Urine  indeed  of  thefe  -Patients  is 
generally  not  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  that 
ol  healthful  Perfons,  although  fometimes 
its  Stench  is  not  to  be  endured-  this  s 
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certain  Pliylician  found  to  Ins  C.ofl,  Wlio 
taking  the  Urinal  too  near,  was  infefted 
by  the  Scent,  fell  ill,  and  in  three  Days  died. 

THE  Pulfe ,  which  in  all  other  Difeafes 
is  almoft  a  certain  Index,  in  this  Sicknefs 
coaid  not  be  at  all  trujled  to. 

THOSE  )vho  were  comatous  in  the 
Beginning  or  Height  of  the  Di/e/tje ,  feldom 
efcaped* 

THESE  Prognofticks  I  thought  my  lelf 
obliged  to  take  Notice  of,  by  the  Method  l 
propofed  to  my  felf  herein*,  but  that  I 
have  omitted  many,  is  to  be  excufed  by 
the  Difficulty  and  Difference  of  judgment  t 
in  thefe  Matters  for  luch  was  the  delufory 
Appearance  of  this  Peffilence,  that  many 
Patients  were  loft  when  they  were  thought 
in  a  fafe  Recovery  *,  and  when  we  thought 
the  Gonqueft  quite  obtained,  Death  run  away 
with  the  ViTorv  *,  whereas  others  got  over 
it,  who  were  quite  given  over  for  loft  ^  much 
to  the  Difreputation  of  our  Art. 
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SECTION  VL 

Concerning  the  Cure  of  the  late  Peflilence . 

J\  l  THOUGH  a  peflilential  Infeftion 
i  -A  is  extreamly  dangerous,  and  doubtful 
I  as  to  its  Conlequences,  very  few  being 
j  lpared  by  it,  when  in  its  greateft  Height, 
'  yet  we  are  by  no  Means  %,o  defpair  in  fo 
j  great  a  Difficulty,  and  give  up  the  whole 
i  Race  of  Mankind  to  Deftruftion  as  foon 
’  as  it  comes,  but  be  rather  ffimulated  to 
::  greater  Endeavours ;  and,  like  faithful  Mi- 
i  nifters  of  Nature,  ftudy  all  Helps  againft 
i  fuel;  common  and  grievous  Calamities. 

BUT  before  we  enter  upon  that  Part 
.  which  leeks  Affiflance  from  Medicine,  it 
imay  be  neceffary  to  exhort  the  Infefted, 
that  they  have  due  Regard  to  the  Almighty 
Power,  not  only  in  confeffing,  and  Peeking 
ijForgivenefs  for  Sin,  but  in  imploring  his 
IBleffing  upon  thofe  Remedies  and  Means 
'for  Recovery,  which  even  the  moft  skilful 
iPhvfician  can  preferibe. 

■  * 

'j  THE  Infefted  alfo  ought  to  be  admor 
|nifhed  that  they  make  their  Wills,  and 

L  3  ,•  fettle 
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fettle  their  worldly  Affairs,  fo  as  to  pre¬ 
sent  Contention  and  Law-Suits,  leaft  by  the 
Severity  of  fuch  a  Diftemper  they  ihould 
chance  to  be  carried  off.  But  this  is  to  be 
done  before  they  are  affeffed  at  all  in 
their  Understandings  by  the  Dheafe. 

LASTLY,  It  is  likewife  to  be  enjoin-* 
ed  the  Sick,  that  they  quietly,  fubmiffive- 
ly,  and  with  a  chearful  Confidence,  com- 
in  it  themfelves  to  the  Care  and-  Manage¬ 
ment  of  their  Phyficians :  And  hence  ap¬ 
pears  the  Difficulty  of  that  Task  to  watch 
over  thofe  who  are  in  fuch  imminent  Dan¬ 
ger  ^  and  what  Variety  of  Cares  lie  upon 
him  who  undertakes  it,  and  who  often 
falls  himfelf  by  that  Tyrant  he  is  endea¬ 
vouring  to  defend  others  from  ? 

BUT  to  do  juffice  to  the  Sacred  Art. 
in  its  relieving  Mankind  in  fuch  cruel 
Diieafes,  this  muff  eternize  the  Sons  of 
Efiulafim ,  that  they  feem  to  be  born  for 
the  Pub  lick  Good,  by  their  Ufefulnefs  even 
in  a  Peffilence,  as  well  as  other  more  com¬ 
mon  Calamities  of  Life ,  but  on  this  Head 
I  ilia  11  forbear  faying  more,  knowing  how 
unworthy  I  am  to  give  due  Honour  to  fo 
much  Worthy 

1-  .  '  %  p  v  § 
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BUT  in  die  Profecution  hereof,  as  fome 
heretofore  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains 
to  no  Purpoie  in  finding  an  univerfal  (frecifick 
again#  the  Peflilence,  and  have  impofed 
many  palpable  Faliities  -upon  the  World 
under  fuch  Pretences  \  fo  our  modern  Coal- 
Blowers  have  in  like  Manner  cried  up  their 
pernicious  Secrets,  and  wickedly  impofed 
them  upon  the  credulous  Populace.  Cer¬ 
tainly  thefe  publick  Cheats  ought  them- 
lelves  to  be  deemed  peftilential,  as  their 
Notions  and  Practice  is  abhorrent  to  all 
found  Reafon :  For  if  the  Arguments  on 
both  Sides  the  Queftion  be  fairly  Rated, 
any  one  will  be  convinced,  that  there  ne¬ 
ver  as  yet  hath  been  difcovered  in  Nature, 
the  full  and  abfolute  Effence  of  a  Pefth 
lence,  but  that  it  Rill  remains  a  My  Eery  to 
Mankind ;  wherefore  in  this  Diilemper  a 
Perfbn  muft  proceed,  as  in  all  others,  by 
a  ferious  Attention  to  the  manife#  Sym- 
‘  ptoms,  and  a  rational  Conformity  of  the 
Means  of  Cure  thereunto  •  and  while  we 
hold  to  this  only  Rule  of  Procedure,  al¬ 
though  the  Severity  of  the  Diilemper  may 
conquer  feveral,  yet  many  alfo  may  be 
fayed. 
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I  T  now  comes  to  us  to  declare  what  a 

r . 

Phyfician  has  to  do  in  this  Calamity  j  as 
therefore  the  Dileafe  admits  of  no  Delays, 
Help  muft  be  immediately  procured,  and 
the  Phyiician  ought  to  fly  to  the  Patient’s 
Succour,  leaft,  by  any  Omiftion,  the  Cafe 
ihould  be  got  beyond  Pvecovery,  and  a  Per- 
fon  be  loft  for  Want  of  timely  A fliftance. 

WHEN  the  Phyfician  is  cpme,  he 
ought  to  addrefs  the  Patient  with  Chear- 
fulnefs,  and  blame  thofe  Fears  and  melan¬ 
choly  Apprehenflons  which  give  many  over 
too  much  into  the  Power  of  the  Diftemnei* 

r  i  X  JL  .  * 

by  cutting  off  all  Hopes  of  Recovery. 

LASTLY,  According  to  the  general 
Dire£tory  of  our  College  beforementioned, 
the  moft  generous  and  efficacious  Medicines 
muft  be  contrived  with  the  utmoft  Care  and 
Deliberation. 

I  N  the  ffrft  Place  then,  whether  Phle¬ 
botomy  is  to  be  praciifed  or  not,  is  juft- 
ly  to  be  queftioried  •  and  indeed  I  fliould 
pals  it  by  here  as  fatal,  but  that  I  know 
many  unskilful  and  rafh.  Perfons,  who  not 
only  let  Blood  largely  at  one  Time,  but 

order 
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order  it  Jikewile  to  be  repeated  until 
the  Patient  faints. 

BUT  if  the  Authority  of  the  Anci¬ 
ents  as  well  as  the  Experience  of  the 
Moderns  hath  any  Weight,  and  indeed 
ii  our  own  Practice  may  be  regarded,  it 
is  highly  to  be  feared,  from  many  In- 
xtances,  that  Bleeding  in  a  genuine  Pefci- 
lence  is  not  only  to  be  fufpeTed,  but 
charged  as  pernicious  ;  for  we  have  many 
times  feen  the  Blood  and  Life  drawn  away 
togethei  ;  which  makes  it  aftonifhing  to 
i^e  the  PraTifers  in  fuch  Mifchief  dare 
to  jufHfie  the  fatal  Error;  what  is  it  that 
indicates  this  Evacuation  ?  Is  it  intenfe 
Heat,  or  any  Turgefcency  of  the  Vef- 
fels?  Or  is  it  to  give  Vent  to  the  pefti- 
lential  Poifon  to  make  its  efcape  ?  Cer¬ 
tainly  nothing  to  me  feems  more  abfurd ; 
for  if  the  other  Symptoms  do  not  remit 
with  the  Fever,  the  Patient  will  be  plunge 
ed  into  the  utmofl:  Hazard ;  for  how  can 
the  Blood  and  other  Juices  be  depurated, 
if  the  febrile  Heat  is  extingulfhed  ?  Not 
to  fay  any  thing  of  a  Suppression  of  fa- 
lutary  Breathings  hereby,  a  PerverEoii  of 
the  natural  Secretions,  and  Sinking  the 
Spirits. 
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THEY  alfo  are  under  as  great  an  Er¬ 
ror,  who  fetch  their  Reafons  for  this  Pra- 

✓ 

flice  from  the  Turgefcency  of  the  VefTels  • 
for  while  inordiate  Hurries  are  excited 
in  the  Blood,  from  difagreeing  and  hete¬ 
rogeneous  Particles  having  to  extricate 
themfelves  from  one  another,  there  is  made 
thereby  only  a  feeming  Plenitude  what  Mad- 
nefs  then  mull:  it  be,  in  order  to  remove 
an  imaginary  Fulnefs,  to  fmk  the  necefTary 
Strength  by  a  raih  Effufion  o f  v  Blood  ? 

A  FI  D  laftly,  the  morbifick  Poifon  is 
not  of  that  kind,  as  to  feek  an  Efcape  at 
the  Orifice  of  a  Vein,  and  run  out  with 
the  flowing  Blood-,  and  which  (as  before 
proved^  affecting  chiefly  the  Spirits,  and 
refiding  in  other  VefTels,  makes  this  Me¬ 
thod  or  Cure  in  a  Pefdience  -impracticable. 
I  will  not  however  deny  but  that  there 
may  poilibly  be  Circumftances  in  malignant 
and  peftilential  Fevers,  which  may  juftifie 
Phlebotomy,  as  when  it  is  done  for  Revul- 
fiQn  lake,  in  too  great  a  Flux  of  the  Menfes  : 
But  in  a  genuine  PefHlence,  it  is  not  to  be 
meddled  with.  There  is  but  one,  as  I  can 
remember,  who  furvived  it  in  the  late  Sick- 
liels ;  but  it  is  needle fs  to  fay  •  any  more 
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Upon  a  SubjeT:  fo  plain,  and  therefore  I 
fhall  pafs  to  what  is  of  more  Confequence. 

AS  for  what  concerns  the  next  Means 
of  Remedy,  an  Emetick  may  be  given  in 
the  Infancy  of  the  Difeafe,  where  the  Sto¬ 
mach  is  loaded  either  by  over-eating,  or  by 
a  Crowd  of  bad  Humours,  or  when  there 
is  a  Loathing,  or  a  Bitternefs  in  the  Mouth  ; 
fo  that  any  particular  Conformation  of 
the  Bread:  and  Neck  doth  not  contra-indi¬ 
cate  ^  and  among#  thefe  Remedies,  they 
are  preferrable  which  plentifully  excite 
Vomiting  without  working  alio  down¬ 
wards* 

O  F  this  kind  are  the  Syr.  Diafari  Fcr- 
nelijj  Syr.  Scabiof.  comfof.  OxymeL  Scillit.  and 
chiefly  the  Sal  Fltrioli  *7  but  the  Antimoniaf 
Preparations  are  not  fo  .advifable.  The 
Dofe  of  the  Emetick  ought  to  be  lay  e 
enough  to  empty  the  Stomach  foon*,  and 
the  Polfet-drink  ufed  in  the  Operation,  in 
order  to  rince  off  its  Coats  all  Filthinefs, 
is  to  be  impregnated  with  Car  duus ,  Scordium , 
Mead ow-fweet)  Butter-Burr ,  &c.  boded  in  it. 
In  my  own  PraTuce,  I  have  always  found 
good  Service  from  large  Draughts  of  the 
poffet-drink  abovementioned,  fwe'etned  with 
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f ijnplc  Oxymelj  without  any  other  previous 
Emctlck  given. 

AFTER  Vomiting  is  over,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Stomach  the  better  to  keep 
any  Alexifharmich  Medicines,  its  Force 
may  be  greatly  ftrengthned  by  adding  Sto- 
machich  to  the  Alcxifharmicks :  But  if 
a  Reaching  to  vomit  prove  Symptomati¬ 
ca!,  Eme ticks  are  by  all  Means  to  be  a-? 
voided  •  leafb  the  Phyfician  (like  old  Nur- 
les,  who  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
Rules  of  Practice)  ihould  promote  that 
Symptom,  which  by  fruitlefs  Strains  wafie 
the  Spirits,  and  Rollick  the  peftilential  Ve¬ 
nom  into  the  Stomach  from  diftant  Parts  - 

•? 

which,  when  fixed  there,  {till  irritates  into 
more  violent  Reachings,  that  cannot  be  a U 
fwaged  by  any  Remedies,  '  .  / 

A  LTHOUG  PI  in  other  Cafes  a  Vo¬ 
miting  may  be  removed  by  Emeticks ,  yet 
in  a  PefHlence  it  is  dangerous  to  follow 
luch  Practice  •  becaufe  the  Malignity,  or 
ratner  N  it  ro-ia  line  Ejjhviay  vellicate  the 
Mouth  of  the  Stomach,  and  fo  invert  its 
nervous  Coats,  although  empty,  as  to  bring 
on  Convul lions :  And  Ibine  Perfons  teem 
to  have  their  Stomachs  full,  as  overloaded 

with 


of  the  late  Tejtilence.  i  j  7 
with  Food,  who  crave  to  be  freed  by 
Vomiting,  which  it  is  by  no  Means  fate 
to  indulge  them  in,  becaufe  fuch  a  Senfa- 
tion  of  Fulnefs  proceeds  only  from  the 
peftilential  Poifon  vellicating  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  while  the  Stomach  is  it  felf  free 
from  Food,  or  bad  Humours ;  but  what 
further  concerns  this  Matter,  will  come  to 
Be  further  confidered  under  the  Cure  of 
Symptoms. 

r  _  _  .  ■ 

* 

MOREOVER,  Purges  are  juftly  reck¬ 
oned  among#  Medicines  of  great  Efficacy  ; 
but  whether  or  no  they  are  to  be  uled 
in  the  Cafe  before  us,  is  a  Difficulty,  arid 
full  of  Controverfy  among#  Phyiicians  9 
and  indeed  the  Varieties  in  pefiilentiai 
Difeafes,  the  Differences  of  Conffitutions, 
the  various  Complication  of  Circu mffia : ; ces, 
the  Uncertainty  of  Seafons,  &c.  do  make 
1t  impoffible  to  give  any  general  Rules 
hereupon  j  wherefore  I  ffiall  go  no  further 
‘than  what  my  own  Practice  hath  enabled 
me  to  judge  concerning  it. 

A  Turgefcency  or  Diffemperature  of 
Humours  do  certainly  call  for  an  Evacu¬ 
ation  this  Way :  that  is,  when  the  Hu- 
mours  are  trouble  feme  more  by  their 
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Quantity  than  any  ftimulating  Quality  $ 
when  therefore  the  GoiiBitution  is-  not 
able  to  conquer  fuch  a  Burthen,  neither 
by  DigeBion  nor  Expulfion,  Catharticks 
are  certainly  neceffary  to  help  away  the 
Load,  and  efpecially  if  a  Perfon  hath  been 
before  eating  to  Excefs. 

BUT  if  this  Evacuation  be  delayed  till 
the  juices  have  received  the  peBilential 
Taint,  the  Humours  are  then  rather  to  be 
depurated,  than  purged  away  by  Cathat - 
ticks  •  and  it  is  certainly  better  to  truB  to 
the  Strength  of  Nature,  when  Things  are 
gone  fo  far,  to  do  the  Work  her  own  Way  i 
And  whether  or  no  the  Blood  is  too  much 
fufed,  or  (according  to  Lome)  coagulated, 
purging  Medicines  are  certainly  to  be  a- 
voided  •  for  in  the  firft  Cafe  they  fur¬ 
ther  agitate  and  fufe  the  Blood,  befides  the 
Hazard  of  breaking  open  fuch  Velfels  as 
may  not  without  great  Difficulty  be  again 
clofed-  the  fame  Medicines  are  alfo  hurt¬ 
ful  in  the  Blood  s  Coagulation,  becaufe  they 
evacuate  only  the  lerous  Parts,  and  leave 
the  Remainder  more  vilcid  and  tenacious^ 
whereby  ObEruTions  are  rendred  more 
perverfe  and  unconquerable,  and  the  Bag- 
nant  Matter  without  a  Poffibility  of  Di- 

lutionf 


of  the  late  Teflilence.  i  j  p 

lution,  and  Reftitution  to  its  prifHne  State 
of  Fluidity,  as  alfo  more  flrongly  inclofing 
the  peffilentiai  Poifon  at  the  fame  Time  * 
it  is  a  Ho  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  in  fo 
great  an  Agitation  the  morbiflck  Venom 
may  be  drawn  to  the  Bowels,  and  Sphace¬ 
lation  follow  thereupon. 

THAT  Purging  may  be  alfo  pra&ifed 
with  Succefs,  the  Strength  of  the  Patient 
is  carefully  to  be  confuted,  for  where 
the  Spirits  are  low,  or  deficient,  it  may 
not  only  prove  unfafe,  but  fatal  ^  and  where 
the  Bowels  are  extreamly  Simulated  by 
the  Cathartick,  and  the  Humours  greatly 
put  into  Fufion  by  its  ratifying  Qualities, 
they  will  be  apt  to  pafs  off  in  too  large 
a  Profuffon. 

WHAT  can  a  Perfon  like  wife  expefb 
to  do  with  a  Cathartick ,  in  Diforders  of 
the  Spirits?  It  certainly  appears  to  me 
more  likely  to  purge  away  all  the  Humours 
of  the  Body,  than  re-kindle  the  Spirits  that 
are  oppreffed,  cloudy,  and  almoft  extiiffl, 
by  fuch  Means and  further,  as  the  Sub- 
tilty  of  the  peffilential  Poifon  inclines  it 
rather  to  efcape  by  the  fuperficial  Pores, 
than  the  larger  Emimftories,  this  Me¬ 
thod 
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thod  is  contrary  to  that  natural  Tendency, 
calling  it  back  again  from  the  Circum¬ 
ference  to  the  Center  •,  I  cannot  imagine 
what  they  propofe,  who  even  repeat  in 
thefe  Cafes  their  purging  Medicines,  until 
they  bring  both  intolerable  Pains,  and  Grip- 
ings  into  the  Bowels,  and  Mortifications,  as 

beforementionedi 

BUT  if  after  all  Confiderations  any  Per- 
fon  thinks  it  proper  to  purge,  it  ought  to 
be  certainly  done  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Infection,  and  with  fomewhat  that  operates 
fpeedily  •,  and  to  which  Purpofe  thole  in 
Liquid  Forms  anfwer  beft,  as  for  Example  : 

.  \ 

j4q.  Angelica  fimpL  Tart  arista  §  ij.  Syr. 
de  [pin  a  Cervind  §  j.  Elix.  pr  opr  let  at  Is  Crollii  vet 
Antipcftilcntialis  9).  &  inter dum.  3  /.  diffolve 
falls  abfynthii  gr.  viij.  M.  S.  Fiat  h'aufius  bora 
*■ commodd)  cF  typo  remittendo  dandus. 

A  Solution  alfo  of  Til .  Ruffi  from  3  to 
3  j.  may  be  made  in  Marigold  Water ,  by  thofe 
who  like  that  better.  They  who  pleale 
likewife  may  ufe  the  following  : 

P  Extract .  Titular um  Rujji  3  ij.  refin  zalapii 
9  j.  troebife .  de  rhubarb .  5  j*  zum<  ammoniac* 

in 


in  actio  fcilht.  foiuti  3  j.  falls  Tartariy  abfymhlf 

ana  gr.  viij.  cum  tintt.  Theriacali  q.  f  fiat  maffaj 
•  *  _  ~~ 
c  cujus  o  J.  conglobentur  filuU  vij,  vel  viij.  J)of 

in  confiitut  lone  athletic  a  ad  d  ij.  front  niedico 


vifum  fuerit  varimda . 
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I N  a  Difeale  that  will  admit  of  no 
Delay,  it  is  befb  to  evacuate  but  little,  yet 
that  not  ilowly  •  fo  that  the  morbid  Hu¬ 
mours  may  be  expelled  at  the  firff  Seizure^ 
before  they  have  received  the  peftilential 
Taint,  and  before  its  Virulence  hath  Reach¬ 
ed  to  the  whole  Mafs  of  Fluids  f  For  it 
is  certain  that  no  Digehion  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled  in  this  Cafe,  and  therefore  can  there 
>  _ 

be  no  Room  for  Alter  ants  or  Digeftives :  But 
tvhen  the  Body  is  very  cohive,  I  judge  it 
moff  convenient  and  fafe  to  do  this  with 
Suppoftories* 


BUT  all  Authors  and  pratKcal  Phyfici- 
ans  agree  in  this,  to  throw  out  the  pefli- 
lential  Malignity  as  foon  as  poilible  ^  which 
is  expeditioully  and  furprizingly  done  by 
Alexipharmich  •  and  to  thefe,  as  loon  as  the 
Belly  is  loofned,  Recourfe  mull:  fpeedily 
be  had,  as  to  a  facred  Refuge  :  And  there 
is  fuch  Plenty  of  Remedies  of  this  kind* 
that  Nature  feenis  to  have  had  more  than 
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an  ordinary  Indulgence  and  Forecaft,  in 
providing  againft  tms  deftruftive  Enemy  of 
Mankind  •,  nor  hath  the  medicinal  Art  been 
likewife  wanting  in  fupplying  us  with  ma¬ 
ny  Preparations  or  Simfles ,  that  are  power¬ 
ful  again#  fo  grievous  a  Deftroyer.  But 
in  this  great  .Choice  it  behoves  us  to  fele£t 
thpfe  which  are  moft  efficacious for  this 
Iffftemper,  which  is  certainly  the  moft  ty¬ 
rannical  of  any  that  beiets  a  humane  Body, 
may  be  fometimes  conquered  in  its  In¬ 
fancy,  which  when  -got  -to  a  Head,  is  not 
to  be  managed  by  the  greateft  Efforts  of 
humane  Skill. 

AMONGST  the  Simples  of  the  three 
Kingdoms,  to  begin  with  the  Vegetable, 
Vuro-jtiiW:  Snake  Root,  when  frefti  and  fragrant, 
Is  the  moft  efficacious  ^  infomuch  indeed 
that  I  have  often  admired,  that  fuch  great 
Virtue  iliould  refide  in  inch  minute  Fibres, 
having  a  Taft  very  pungent,  and  a  quick 
aromatick  Scent,  and  difcovering  fomewhat 
wonderful  and  almoft  fupernatural  fo  that 
it  defervedly  is  accounted  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  and  generous  Biafhor  crick  and  jilexi- 
fharmick  for  expelling  the  peftilential  Poi- 
fon.  Its  Dofie,  finely  powdered,  is  from 
gr.  iv.  orvi.  to  3  ij.  in  any  proper  Vehicle, 

due 
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due  Regard  being  had  to  the  Strength  and 
Age  of  the  Patient* 

THE  next  Place  is  jufidy  given  to  thd 
Contraycrva-Root,  from  which  alfo  a  com¬ 
pound  Medicine,  which  I  ihall  hereafter 
defcribe,  is  admirably  .  contrived  •  The 
Dofe  of  this  in  fine  Powder  is  from  9  i.  to 

5  i.  in  Angelica^  or  Scordium  Water,  or  in 
Wine, 

"...  I  r  .  r  ,  .  • 

* 

THERE  are  other  Roots  likewife 
^hich  daily  Experience  hath  taught  us^ 
to  be  very  good  for  ;  the  fame  Purpofes ; 
and  with  which,  as  Occafion  requires,  ma¬ 
ny  valuable  Compounds  are  formed,  in  or¬ 
der  to  effeT  that  with  a  united  Force 
which  they  could  not  do  iingly  *  in  this 
Clafs  are  the  Roots  of  Angelica ,  Scorz,onera$ 
Butterbur ,  Mafterwortj  Torment! /,  Zedoary , 
Gar  lick  ,  Ehcamfane  ,  Valerian ,  Birthivort j 
Gentian ,  Bit t any ,  and  many  others,  which 
*  an7  Per fon  that  loves  Variety  may  find 
in  proper  Authors. 

g  V  '  “  '  *  :  V 

B  U  T  even  Gratitude  obliges  me  not 
to  omit  faying  fbmewhat  of  Ginger ,  which 
I  have  prefer  ibed  both  in  the  Root  paw- 
dered,  and  candied,  many  Times  with  great 

M  1  Sue-, 
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Succefs,  for  it  is  very  powerful  both  to  raife 
a  breathing  Sweat,  and  defend  the  Spirits 
againft  the  Peftiiential  Impreffion. 

FROM  thefe  Roots  may  be  made  Ex- 
trafts,  either  with  Spirit  of  Wine  or  Vi¬ 
negary  for  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that-  tne 
more  lubtil  Particles  collected  togetner, 
and  divefted  of  their  groffer  and  unpiofit- 
able  Parts,  become  moie  efficacious  in  Me¬ 
dicinal  Cafes. 

THE  Leaves,  of  Vegetables  moft  ufed 
in  PraTice,  are  Scordium ,  Rue,  Sage,  Veronica , 
Dragon ,  the  lefjer  Centaury ,  Scabious ,  Vimpnel , 
Alary g  old  sy  and  Raum ,  and  trom  which,  on  Oc~ 
calion,  are  feveral  Formula  contrived. 

GOOD  Vehicles  to  wafh  down  and  faci¬ 
litate  the  taking  more  efficacious  Medicines^ 
are  made  of  the  Waters  di Rilled  from 
thole  Herbs  while  they  are  frefli  and  fra¬ 
grant  (having  not  yet  loft  their  volatile  Salt)*, 
for  thofe  which  are  commonly  kept  for  Or¬ 
nament  in  the  Shops  are  inlipid,  and  of  little 
or  no  Worth. 


A  Clyjfus  a  Up  of  the 
preierrable  to  the  Water 


lame  Herbs  is 
■s,  made  after 
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this  Manner ;  Let  a  Quantity  of  Water 
be  drawn  from  the  green  and  fiicculent 
Plant,  and  the  Juice  be  exprelfed  from  ano¬ 
ther  Parcel  of  the  fame  Herb,  and  depu¬ 
rated  by  handing  ^  let  then  both  be  evapo¬ 
rated  to  the  Confidence  of  Honey ,  and 
from  it  a  Tin&ure  drawn  with  fome 
more  diftilled  Water  and  a  little  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine,  which  is  again  by  Eva¬ 
poration  to  be  reduced  into  an  Extra#  • 
alfo  from  the  dryed  Plant  draw  its  eftential 
Oil,  and  from  the  Refidium ,  after  Biftillatiori, 
the  Salt.  Of  the  Extra#  take  5  iv.  of  the  Salt 
S  ^ no.  oi  the  Oil  50  drops,  and  mix  them 
together,  where  let  them  lie  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  more  intimately  with  one  another. 
The  infpiifated  Juices  like  wife  of  thefe 
Ingredients  are  of  good  Eire#,  and  in  the 
Winter,  Deco#ions  may  conveniently  be 
made  ot  them  for  the  fame  medicinal  Pur- 
poies  •  and  further,  that  the  Remedies  in  this 
Cafe  may  be  yet  the  more  efficacious,  they 
k  may  be  joined  with  Alkaline -Salts  diffolved 
in  a  proper  Menftruum :  For  by  this  Means 
the  Tone  of  the  Stomach  will  be  ft rengt li¬ 
ned,  Putrefa#ion  will  be  prevented,  the 
ftitro-faline  Effluvia  will  be  refifted,  or  at 
leait  precipitated,  and  a  Diafthorcjis  pro-? 
mo  ted. 

:  '  M  3 


SOME 


Concerning  the  Cure 


SOME  Berries  are  alfo  of  great  Ufe 
in  Practice  as  the  Powder  of  Ivy- Berries 
given  to  the  Quantity  of  one  Dram  in  two 
Parts  o i  Elder  Vinegar,  and  one  Part  of 
White-Wine  *  the  Spirit  like  wife  drawn  from 
Elder  Berries  would  do  the  lame  in  a  Dofe 
pf  5  iij.  or  §  iv.  the  Spirit  of  Jumper  Berries 
given  to  §  i.  a  Spirit  drawn  from  green 
Walnuts ,  with  Treacle-Water,  as  alio  from 
the  Seeds  of  Carduus,  Citrons ,  &c.  had 
like  wife  their  due  Recommendations  in 

;  ■  ■  .  i 

powerfully  promoting  Sweat. 

* 

i  ■  f ' 

BUT  1  know  nothing  amongffc  the 
SBnplcs  that  hath  fo  obtained,  for  Ages  to-r 
gether,  as  the  Oriental  Bez^oar,  and  which 
hill  hath  lb  great  a  Name  *,  yet  without 
having  any  Inclination  to  contradi&  a  re¬ 
ceived  Opinion,  I  have  been  fo  confirmed 
by  a  Multitude  of  Trials,  that  the  Truth 
will  fpeak  for  it  felf,  which  manifeftly 
denies  its  Virtues  to  be  at  all  equivalent 
to  its  Value :  And  I  have  really  given  it 
hi  Powder  many  times  to  40  or  50  Grains, 
\v  it  liout  any  manner  of  ElteT :  And  I  dare 
affirm  that  the  Bczjoar  with  which  I  made  thefe 
d  rials  w  as  genuine. 


THE 
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T  HE  Powder  alio  of  an  Vnicorns  Horn, 
fo  much  cried  up  for  an  Antidote,  never 
anfwered  any  good  Expectations,  although 
I  had  feveral  Dozes  of  it  given  me  by  a 
Merchant,  on  purpofe  to  try  its  Virtues  : 
But  that  which  would  cure  Pidgeons, 
Fowls,  Cats  and  Dogs,  from  Arfenical  Poi- 
lons,  as  the  worthy  Gentleman  allured  me 
that  did,  had  yet  no  Efficacy  again#  the 
pe#ilential  Virulence:  *Yet  if  it  was  not 
controverted  to  this  very  Day,  whether  or 
no  there  is  fiich  an  Animal  in  Being  as  an 
Vmcorn  •  and  it  ihduld  -moreover  be  grant- 
ed,  that  the  Horn  hath  thefe  ftupendious 
Virtues:,  the  Price  of  it  would  make  it  pur- 
chafeable  only  by  the  Pvich  •,  whereas  in  this 
dreadful  Calamity  the  Populace  were  chiefly 
infeCled  *,  and  therefore  cheap  and  common 
Medicines  fhould  be  contrived  for  them 
by  the  Phyficians*,  in  the  Number  of  which, 
fir#  occur  the  T ruches  of  Vipers,  given  to  the 
Quantity  of  9  iv.  in  compound  Scordium 
Water ,  or  the  volatile  Salt  of  Vipers  given  to 
o  fs.  in  the  fame  Vehicle.  A  very  worthy 
Perfon  Pent  us  from  New -England  feme  Tro- 
ches  made  of  the  Flefh  of  a  Rattle~Smh} 
from  which  I  found  more  Succefs  among# 
the  Sick,  than  thofe  we  commonly  have 
here.  M  4  T  H  g 
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T  H  E  Powder  of  Toads  was  likewife 
Prodigioufly  extolled  by  every  Body  •  but 
I  found  more  Succefs  in  Spirits  of  Hartjhorn , 

given  from  9  ij.  to  5  i.  in  Plague-water . 

a 

A  Youth  was  feized  with  a  great  Diffi¬ 
culty  of  Breathing,  the  Arteries  hardly 
beat,  and,  in  fhort,  all  Things  feeirfd  to 
belpeak  him  in  his  laft  Moments ;  I  pre* 
{bribed  him  5  1.  of  the  forementioned  Spi¬ 
rits  in  5  iij.  of  compound  Scordium  Water 
but  the  Symptoms  continuing  obftinate,  I 
again  repeated  the  fame  in  three  Hours 
lime,  with  Addition  of  9  i.  more  and  five 
Blifters  were  alfo  forthwith  applied,  after 
which,  in  about  half  an  Hour,  he  began  to 
prove  his  Limbs,  and  recoiled  himfelf,  as 
if  rifen  from  the  Dead :  But  at  laft,  when 
gll  Things  were  hopeful,  there  appeated 
a  Decolouration  upon  one  of  his  Legs* 
where  a  Blifier  had  been  railed,  with  a 
.Lofs  of  Senfe  very  near  to  a  Sphacelation  ■ 
upon  this  the  affeded  Part  was  deeply  fcari- 
lied,  and  then  fomented,  which,  with  a 
Repetition  of  the  fame  Draught  twice  in 
a  Day,  by  {he  BLeffing  of  Heaven,  again 
feftored  every  Thing  into  a  hopeful  Way. 
fox  this  Spirit  is  of  fuch  a  fiery  Nature, 

that 
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that  it  immediately  difperfes  through  the 
whole  Body  j  and  on  Account  of  its  great  ' 

Volatility,  helps  to  encounter  with,  and 
porreft  the  faline,  malignant  Quality  of  the 
Peftilence;  But  I  need  fay  no  more  than 
that  it  is  the  mo  ft  powerful  Diafhoretkk 
that  can  be  given  in  any  Difeafe  what- 
foever. 

WHENSOEVER  Things  are  brought 
to  Extremity,  fome  haye  Recourle  to 
Mineral  Preparations,  in  Order  to  drive 
out  the  Peftilence  by  mere  Force  ^  amongft 
which,  the  chief  are  Mineral  Be^oary  Sulphur 
Ayratum ,  and  Aurum  &c.  the  Prepara¬ 
tions  of  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  dry  mi¬ 
ca!  Writers. 

II  am  fearful  indeed  of  being  too  prolix 
in  the  Enumeration  of  Remedies  under 
this  Oafs  j  although  I  am  very  fenfible 
that  fome  Simples  prudently  choien  may 
hngly  encounter  a  Peftilence  with  Succefs, 

:  as  well  as  fome  other  Difeafes :  But  be-  , 

Icaufe  this  Evil  is  ufually  attended  with  fo 
many  Complications,  the  Contrivances  to 
oppofe  it  iliould  alio,  in  the  Opinion  of 
fome,  be  equally  and  proportionably  com- 
j  p beared  ^  and  all  Forces  drawn  up  in  Battle 

a  gain  ft 

I 
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againft  it  with  full  Front,  in  Order  to  be 
equal  to  the  Encounter.  To  this  Purpofe 
fbme  of  the  Sons  of  Efculapius  have  invent¬ 
ed  manifold  Competitions  *,  and  fbme  of  them 
fo  prolix,  as  if  they  intended  a  Sacrifice 
of  an  Hecatomb  to  appeafe  the  Severity  of 
this  tyrannical  Deftroyer. 

IT  would  be  entirely  foreign  to  our 
Butinefs  here,  to  extras  all  the  Medicines 
which  fome  Writers  abound  with  for  this 
End;  and  it  is  our  Bufinefs  here  only  to 
take  Notice  of  thole  which  were  made 
Ufe  of  with  Succefs  in  the  late  Sicknefs ; 
and  in  this  Performance,  both  Gratitude  and 
Duty  oblige  me  to  begin  with  fuch  as 
were  ordered  by  the  College ,  amongft  which 
firft  occurs  their  Plague-water. 

Ijr  Radio.  tormentilU ,  angelica ,  poeoniay  zedoa- 
riay  glycirrhiztij  helenii  ana  g  f.  fol.  Salvia^ 
CheJidonidZy  rutay  fummitat :  rorifmariniy  abjynthiiy 
toy  is  foils  y  artemifia ?  pimpinelU ,  dracunculiy  fca- 
biofdiy  agrimonUy  melijfsy  carduf  betonica,  cen- 
taurii  min.  fol.  &  for.  calendula  ana  M  i.  ( alii 
addunt  for.  pap  aver  is  err  at:  paralyf  ana  p.  iij.) 
incifay  &  contufa  infundantwr  per  triduum  in 
lib.  viij.  vin.  alb .  opt.  dein  F.  cauta  difUllatio  & 
liquor  ufui  refervetur :  But  here  it  is  by 

the 
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the  Way  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  in  the 
Cure  of  a  Peflilence  the  medicinal  Forms 
are  not  to  be  pompoufly  contrived  with  a 
long  Catalogue  of  Ingredients,  but  carefully 

•r 

adapted  in  every  RefpeO:  to  the  Circum- 
ftances  and  Exigencies  of  the  Inferred.  It 
is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Water  is 
by  no  Means  indifferently  to  be  given  to 
all}  or  to  every  one  in  the  fame  Manner* 
as  for  Inftance,  not  at  all  to  Women  under 
their  menftrual  Purgations*  leaf  it  lliould 
provoke  them  to  flow  too  immoderately  * 
.nor  is  it  to  be  allowed  to  Women  with 
Child,  for  Fear  of  Mifcarriage. 


MOREOVER  the  College  hath  appro¬ 
priated  other  Medicines  for  the  fame  Ends, 
from  which  we  may  extract  the  following  : 


Rt  Diafcordiiy  vel  Mithridatii  5  ).  vel  5  fi. 
fiat  dijfolutio  in  lib.  /.  poJfetaU  alter  at  a  cum 
partibm  aq.  vini  albiy  Cr  aceti  opt.  Mi  fee  detur 
hac  potio  fervefaBa,  agro  firagulis  bene  cooper  to. 


Or 


1ft  Radio.  .Angelica  \  ij.  tormentilU  g  j.  in~ 
fufisy  Cr  decoBis  in  aq.  font.  q.  f.  ad  tertia  p» 
confiumptionemy  adde  fucci  limonum  g  iij.  vel 
aceti  5  j  ft.  bibat  corrcftw  g  yij,  vel  viij.  kuju$ 
apo?Lemati$  calefaBi :  Or,  Ft  Sem. 


r 
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^  Sent.  patafitidis  9  ).  fem.  citri  gr .  xxvj. 
mchlmdh  9  cafhura  gr.  xij.  rnifcc^  fiat  pulvisy 
ex  havfiu  aq.  cardui^  calendula 3  ‘iW  fcordii  fu¬ 
me  n  dm.  Or, 

*'  '  1  "  r  ■  ■"  ••  •  ■  -  " 'i;-“ ; 

IJ£  Expreffionem  fiercoris  vaccini  recentis  in 

ace  to  acerrimo  infufi  ad  cochl.  vij.  vel  viij.  Or, 

'Tkeriaca  Androm.  9  ij.  Eledt.  de  ovo  vulg . 
§■  f.  fatl a  diffolutione  in  hauftu  pojfetaU  cardu - 
0£j  fiat  potioy  bibatur  calefada  exfeclando  ft - 

A» 

exundationem . 

)  ’  .  '  '  ;  '  '  ’  '•  :  "  ■ 

W  E  ilia  11  liereafter  come  to  take  Notice 
of  thole  Medicines  which  by  the  College  were 
contrived  for  the  Poor ,  now  therefore  take 
thole  which  by  daily  Experience  were  found 
of  moft  Efficacy,  and  defer  ve  to  hand  fir  ft 
on  that  Account. 

t  ••  V  4*. 

J  •*  J  S  V  l  ■  t  *  4  V-  •  ' 

Comp  sund  Ant  dp  eft  ilential  Dccodhon. 

i  ‘  •  ,  i  '!  •  -■*  • s  -  *'V»  ' 

V*  '  *  t  . 

Pt  Radic.  Scortionera >  petafitidis  ana  5  v. 

torment UU  C.  C.  C.  ana  g  j.  fol.  Scordii , 
ul maria y  mcliffa  ana  711  j.  for.  calendula ,  £07*- 
Afls.  Ezcc.  juniper iy  hedera  ana  g  j, 
Jl}/2*  nV/7  o  ij.  coriandri  prap.  5  j.  Is.  caricas  nu~ 
mero  incifa ,  c£*  prop,  in  duabus  p.  aqu.  font . 
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&  tertia  p.  aceti  opt.  infundantur  y  &  decequan*- 
tuYj  pub  finern  addenda  glycyr.  taleolaiim  fella 
§  j.  in  exprejjioms  lib.  iij.  difplve  theriaca  An- 
drom.  §  iij.  nitri  puriffimi  3  iij.  &  adms .  i#- 
terdum  Spin*  Vitriolic  vel  Sulph.  guttas  aliquot  ad 
leviufculam  aciditatem .  Sometimes  alfo  we 
add  hereunto  Syrup  of:  the  Juice  of  Citrons y 
or  Baum  ,  but  when  Matters  are  in  the  wt- 
moil  Hazard,  the  Patient’s  Life  is  more 

c  ‘v 

to  be  confuked  than  his  Palate  *  and  all 
Sugars  we  often  •  omit,  as  they  are  both  a 
Load  upon  the  Medicine’s  Operation,  and 
in  no  wife  fit  for  a  Stomach  affected  with 
a  Contagion.  The  Dofe  of  this  DecoTion  is 
from  8  to  io  Spoonfuls  every  4  Hours. 

An  Alexiterid  Water . 

Fadic.  Contrayerva  §  j .  fcomonera  hijpan . 
angelica  ana  5  j.  ($•  fol.  Scordii  galega  ana  Mi.  iij. 
fl.  raj.  rubr.  calendzda  ana  p.  iij.  rap  C.  'C.  eboris 
ana  J  j.  bacc.  juniper /,  hedera  ana  jy  ij.  tn  asset  0 
fambucino  per  triduum  macerat :  diclamni  creticiy 
cortic.  Umonum  ana  5  j.  face,  melijps,  carduiy 
angelica  ana  lib.  fs.  aceti  opt.  lib.  i j.  dip ilia  m 
erganis  humilioribus  pop.  deb.  infuponem.  Or, 

Vjl  Succ.  Scordii  j  acetofa  ana  lib »  j.  galega  lib . 
fs,.  fucc.  limonum  y  aceti  opt.  ana  Ub.  j.  they  lac. 

Androm 
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Androm .  §  iij.  dige/e  &  dljiilU  Dof.  ad  cochl.  tfj, 
vel  viij. 


Or, 

5?  Aqua  Alex  it  end  lib.  ij.  theriac.  Androm . 
§  iij.  El  eft.  de  ovo  g  j.  digere ,  filtra,  &  uful 
ferva,  Dof  ad  cochl.  vj.  vel  viij.  phialam  a~ 
git  an  do. 


Or, 

’  „■  •  -  '  T:  ..  .  .»  )  >  l.  .  » 

5^  Summit  ahfynthij ,  rata  4ft*  M  j.  Scordiii 
dr acunculi  ana  IVL  iij.  acefy  fambuc*  lib.  iij* 
aifiilla  in  vefcay  turn  in  liquor  e  dijfolve  falls 
fraxmij  car dully  vel  Sc  or  dll  Vitriol  at*  5  iij.  Dof*. 

ad  cochl ,  iv.  vel  v.  ejfcaciter  elicit  fudorent 
hac  Aqua. 


A  Treacle  Water . 

dyadic.  Afari  Virgin.  J  Is.  contrayerva  g  j* 
torment  ilfe,  fconcon.  petafiticUs  ana  g  j.  p.  fem . 
car dui7  calendula^  angelica ,  citri  ana  5  iij.  ^ 

aff uncle  Jpir.  viniy  aceti  opt.  ana  lib.  is, 
dijfdve  theriac.  Fen.  lib.  fs. 

^  "i*  tiiifce  in  a  ant  ur  organic  vitreisy  (A  pof  ottidu- 

anam  JuVer  cincres  digeftionem,  difxilky  in  rofiro 

Alemhici  fujpendendo  caphura  Z  iij.  Dof  ad cochU 
v.  vel  vj. 


A 
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A  Ditphoretick  Oil. 

\  ■  rw  K'  /  *  ' 

VI  Sails  Abfynthiiy  vel  Scoydii ,  five  Rut  a  §  ij* 
fior.  Sulphur  Is  tery  quaterve  fublimat .  §  j.  el.  Ju¬ 
niper  i  lib.  j.  invicem  mifc . ,  p<?r  biduum  calore 
mediocri  bene  occlufa  relinque ,  dfezVz  p£r  Retortam 
diftilla7  etiam  altera  vice  diftlllay  digerendo'fer 
biduumy  addendo  falls  abfynthij  §  j.  Dof  ad 
cochl.  unumy  vel  duoy  ex  aq.  angelic a y  z/e/  fcordif 
faccharatay  ad  olei  v.  <#.  e.  Commixtionem . 

^  Alexifharmick  Vinegar*, 

Radio.  Scor/ion.  Hifpan .  Chelidonia  mau  ana 
§  ij.  contrayerva  §  i.  angelica y  tofmentilU  ana 
5j  i.  p.  /#/  fcordiiy  mclijfey  fcabiofc  ana  M  Ij. 
fummit .  Ruta  p.  ij.  dlEiamni  crct .  M  fs.  y^?r. 

calendula  ana  p.  iij.^r.  Jump.  J  ij.  C.C 
eboris  ana  ^  j.  y^wz.  rzzta?  carduiy  citri  ana  3  ij. 
portulaca  3  v.  cinam.  opt.  3j  fs.  cary&phyll.  3  iij. 
Theriac.  Androm .  lib.  fs.  quibus  f.  a.  pr&p.  af - 
funde  Aceti  ex  vin.  albo  acerrimi  lib.  v.  z/zYro  opt . 
obturato  digere  per  triduumy  bisy  terve  de  die  con- 
quafandoy  turn  caute  diftillay  fufpenfs  camphor ay  dr 
croci  ana  3  ij.  zVz  n?y?r<3  Alemb .  Dof.  ad  cochl. 
v.  vel  vj. 

BUT 


/ 
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BUT  fufficiently  of  thefe  ^  from  whence’ 
it  is  eafie  for  any  one  to  gather,  why  liquid 
Medicines,  and  efpecially  when  warmed^ 
are  preferable  to  others  in  the  Form  of 
Boles  or  EleBudms  ^  that  is,  becaufe  of  their 
more  expeditious  and  more  effectual  Ope** 
ration*. 

BUT  becaufe  many  of  the  Infe&ed  have 
a  Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  an  Inclination 
to  vomit,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  an  Over¬ 
load  of  Eating  and  Drinking  occaiions.  Me¬ 
dicines  in  foiid  Forms  fuit  bed:  with  fuch 

y 

as  they  are  not  fo  eafily  thrown  up,  and 
adhere  better  to  the  Sides  of  the  Stomach : 
Of  this  Kind  we  have  the  following  Com- 
pohtion,  which  at  taking  may  be  made' 
into  Boles  of  5  ij.  each  adding  thereunto 
Salt  of  Car  duns ,  or  Wormwood  3  j.  or  more  or 
defs,  according  to  the  Exigency  of  Sym¬ 
ptoms. 


Bleed,  de  ovo  miner  alls  5  j.  they  lac.  Androm . 
f pBi :  ferpentarU  virgin.  5  v.  cuchianelU  5  iij. 
crocl  pulverise.  5  jt  cum  Syr.  e  fucco  mclljfopbyll, 
vd  citrl ,  codgmcntetur  maffa . 
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The  famous  Sir  Theodo  re  Mayerne’j; 
Elefiuarium  de  Ovo * 

Ovum  vulgar  her  ut  in  Pharmacopoeia  Lon- 
dineufi  prdp.  de  quo  fume ,  &  fem.  fmapios , 

vel  erne  a  ana  ^  i.  Antidoti  Saxon  ica  g  fs.  la* 
pidis  prunella  3  V.  Antimonii  diaphoret.  fixifimi , 
&  croci  metallorum  fmul  u  forum  3  iij.  pulv • 
Jcordiij  rut  a,  zLedoarU  ana  3  ij.  fs.  Theriaca  ven* 
veteris  Jiv.  Fhilonii  Turneri  9  vij.  gr.  ij.  mifee 
&  cum  fir.  Theriac.  3  iij-  &  mellis  de  Jpu- 
mati  q.  f  Fiat  Elell.  molle ,  Dof  ad  9  iv.  vel 
3  ij.  corrobofand.  adjiciendo  corda7  &  jecimrd 
vi.  viper  arum  v.  a.  e.  prdp.  But  it  is  to  be 
obferved  in  this  likewile,  as  ia  other  An¬ 
tidotes,  that  a  long  Fermentation  of  the 
Ingredients  together  in  a  Mafs  is  very  ne- 
ceffary,  becaufe  by  that  Means  they  more 
intimately  mix  with  one  another. 

BUT  if  the  Body  be  too  open,  the 
■Lapis  Contrayerva  is  very  fuitable,  and  has 
thus  made  : 

* 

ff.  Pulv*  radic .  contrayerva  red  §  jr  ferpen - 
taria  virgin.  3  ij.  fs.  extrati.  radic.  Angelica 7 
torment UU  ana  3  ij*  pulv.  C.  C.  philofophice  calcin t 
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chelarum  Cancrorum  prop.  pulv.  Cor  all.  rubr *  ana 
5j  .  fi.  Antimonii  Diaphoret.  vel  pot  cm  Diaphor. 
Jovtt  5  iij.  cuchianelU  5  /•  croci  9  j.  (, aliqui 
addunt  lapid.  bezoar.  orien .  9  ij.)  ambra  gryfi. 
9  fi.  cum  gelatina  Jpoiiorum  ferpentum ,  vel  C.  C. 
fingantur  globuli  f.  a.  exiccandi ,  Dofi.  ad  9  ij. 
vel  5  j.  e  vehiculo  idoneo ,  See. 

FOR  the  fame  Purpofe  alfo  is  the  cele¬ 
brated  Orvietd7t  thus  compounded,  and  given 
3“  ij.  at  a  Dofe. 

IJt  Cardui  bened .  totiua  eupatoril  mal.  &  tnin. 
ana  5  fi.  fcordil ,  ariftolochia  utriufique  ana  3  V. 
viperinay  h.  e.  echiiy  gentiana,  bacc .  Jump,  bi - 
fiortc e  ana  g  j.  bacc.  lauriy  torment illa0  diblamni 
albi  ana  5  fi.  car  Una ,  angelica  ana  5  ]•/.  rhabarb* 
imperatoria ,  fcorzon *  hi  (pan.  valerian  a  ana  5  fi. 
morfm  diaboliy  calami  aromat.  ana  5  iv.  Theriac. 
Androm.  opt.  5  iij.  cor  da  y  &  jecinora  12 
rarumy  tcrantur  ter  end  a  fiubtilijfime ,  oh  czwz  f. 
q.  mellis  dejpumati  fiat  EkCL  per  tres  menfies  fer¬ 
ment  and. 

IT  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  and 
the  like  Medicines,  whether  Galenical  or 
Spagyricaly  which  cannot  be  prepared  as  foon 
as  Ajparagus  can  be  boiled,  ought  to  be  al¬ 
ways  in  Readinefs. 

THE 


/ 
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*  v  '  ’  ,  ■  ■  ■ :  ■ 

THE  general  Remedies  being  thus  pro¬ 
vided,.  the  exafl  Way  of  Living  and  Diet 
comes  to  be  confidered :  And  firft  of  all^ 
whenfbever  the  Patient  is  taken,  he  muft 
immediately  be  put  to  Bed  •  wherein  we? 
have  found  it  much  more  ferviceable  to  be 
covered  with  Blankets,  than  Linen  Sheets* 
becaufe  the  Woollen  much  better  encou- 

f.  t 

rages  Sweating,  and  alfo  abforps  it,  and 
keeps  the  Body  cleaner  all  the  while  *  for 
Linen  being  not  fuited  t6  drink  up  the 
Sweat,  the  Pores  of  the  Body,  at  fiich  Times 
as  open  as  poflible*  will -be  choaked  up  and 
obfrrutted  by  the  Moihure  hanging  upon 
the  Skin,  and  giving  alio  a  Chillinefs  to 
the  Fleih :  To  all  therefore  who  fweat 
thus.  Change  of  Cloaths  is  to  be  denied, 
for  the  Patient  takes  Harm  by  clean  Cover¬ 
ings,  not  fo  much  from  any  prejudicial  Qua¬ 
lity  of  the  Soap  abounding  in  them,  (ac^ 
cording  to  the  Opinion  of  Diefnebrooecti)  as 
„  from  a  Dampnefs  which  is  inleparable  front 
them,  and  the  Approach  of  Air  which  is 
unavoidable  in  the  Shifting  j  both  which 
will  check  the  Sweating. 

UNLESS  the  Patient  hath  Occafiorf 
for  a  Vomit,  or  Purge,  or  a  Ciyfter,  itnme- 

N  2  diately 
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diately  upon  his  going  to  Bed,  Al exivharmicks 
ought  to  be  given,  and  if  thrown  up  by 
Vomiting,  repeated  until  the  Stomach  is 
Rrengthned,  and  can  retain  them  •  and  I  have 
always  obferved,  that  fuch  iNaufeoufnefs 
goes  off  as  foon  as  Sweat  breaks  out. 

SOME  indeed  of  a  very  dry  Tempera¬ 
ment,  or  from  a  Confumption  of  their  Hu¬ 
midities  by  the  febrile  Heat,  do  not  ealily 
get  into  a  Sweat  fuch  therefore  I  ordered 
liberally  to  drink  of  a  medicated  Poifet- 
Drink  7  in  order  by  this  Means  both  to 
render  the  vifcid  Humours  more  fluid,  and 
contemper  and  aifwage  the  feverifh  Heat. 

THE  Milk  with  which  this  PoiTet- 
Drink  was  made,  was  turned  with  two 
Parts  of  Ale,  and  one  Part  of  Vinegar,  in 
which  had  been  boiled  the  Roots  of  Scor - 
z>onera  and  But  ter -bur  *,  the  Leaves  of  Baum7 
Scabius,  and  Wood-forrcl  7  the  Flowers  of  Bo - 
rage  and  Mary  golds  j  the  Rafpings  of  Ivory 
and  HartJhorn}  and  Carduus  and  Coriander 
Seeds. 

T  PI  E  S  E  Sweats  we  ufed  to  keep  up 
for  two  or  three  Hours  at  a  7  ime,  as  the 
Strength  would  bear  them  *  and  until  the 


mor- 
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morbifick  Venom  was  rarified  and  fubtilized, 
fo  as  to  be  exhaled  quite  away  along  with 
the  vifcid  Humours :  Sleep  alfo  was  induflri- 
ojiifly  kept  off,  although  fometimes,  through 
meer  Wearinefs,  the  Patient  would  drop 
into  a  Doze. 

A  S  much  Care,  befides  that  of  Sweating 
them,  was  taken  to  fupport  the  Strength 
and  Spiri.s  of  the  Inferred,  by  fuch  Ali¬ 
ments  as  the  Stomach  was  able  to  receive  ^ 
for  which  End  I  ordered  them  Bread  foak- 
ed  in  Wine,  poached  Eggs  with  Juice  of 
Citrons ,  pomegranates ,  or  Elder  Vinegar ,  as  alfo 
cordial  Waters,  Broths,  Gellies,  and  forne- 
times  alio  generous  Wines. 

T  H  E  Broths  then  ufed  were  made  by 
boiling  in  Chicken-Broth  the  Roots  of  Scor - 
tfonera^  the  Leaves  of  Pimpinef  Meadowfweet , 
Wood-Sorref  Borage ,  Rafpings  of  Hartflmn ,  and 
Dactyls,  with  a  Piece  of  White  Bread,  and  a 
little  Saffron  tied  in.aKodule^  and  the  Fat 
was  not  taken  off  unlefs  in  a  Loofnefs  or  Loath¬ 
ing  at  Stomach :  Of  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Gold 
boiled  in  thefe  Things  1  have  nothing  to  fay  : 
Of  this  Broth  was  alfo  fometimes  Emulfions 

»  t 

ipade  with  the  Seeds  of  Citrons ,  Plantain?  blanched 
Almonds,  and  Pearl-Sugar . 

N  3 
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Mayerne’i  celebrated  Cordial-Water . 

5^  Radic •  carlmA  f}  vj,  z,edoaritey  fcomonera 3 
hfifC'/dto'fitZj  v>CYiti&n&j  v  meet  ox  >  valcr  tor- 
mentilh ,  biftort*,fetafitid.  diclamni ,  harden*,  Vlm- 
pnella  mini  ana  g  iv.  fol.  car  did ,  oxytrifhyll. 
[cord'd,  ana  AA  v.  ulmaria,  fcabiofa,  rnerfas  dici- 
boll,  melifft,  fentavhyl!.  mentha,  rut*,  bughfie, 
calendula,  lypenci  ana  Ad  iv.  /.  merits ,  & 
Aurant.  cum  corticibus  ana  nurncro  xx.  flor.  fal- 
vttc,  rorifm.  ana  Ad  ij.  corals  vervcclna  rmmero 
1 1 •  viper,  numero  xx.  wTw  generoji  Hifpan. 

lli}-  xx-  '#«  JW  Diftillatio 

fautd  in  B.  M,  hujm  Aq.  Dof.  ad  cochl.  iv.  ye  l 

v.  dulcor.  (fi  it  a  vifum)  cum  f of  chart  perl.  q.  f. 

BUT  the  Patients  were  kept  from  Ali¬ 
ments  ol  this  Kind  until  fome  Relief  was 
found  by  Alexlpharmkh  ;  and  then  only  fo 
much  was  allowed  of  as  their  Strength  would 
admit  of,  for  that  was  to  be  helped,  and 
not  loaded  r,  but  as  they  grew  better,  more 
was  allowed :  Yet  an  Hour  or  two  after 
fuch  Refreshment,  notwithstanding  the  Di- 
ftemper  ieemed  to  be  extinguished,  Alexi- 
fharmt'cks  were  repeated,  until  all  Sufpicion 
its  Remainder  was  removed ,  bLufr 

lome- 
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fometimes  it  would  on  a  fudden  recruit 
after  it  had  leemed  to  be  quite  gone. 

THE  Infefted  were  kept  clofe  in  their 
Beds  the  whole  Time  of  the  Dileafe  ^ 
and  thofe  who  would  not  be  thus  governed, 
bitterly  repented  of  their  Obhinacy  *9  foi 
upon  Checking  a  Diaphorejis ,  and  Confining 
the  pehilential  Venom,  moil  grievous  Pains 
and  DTorders  enfued  :  And  they  who  were 
delirious,  were  tied  in  their  Beds,  to  prevent 
them  doing  either  Injury  to  themfelves,  or 
thofe  who  attended  upon  them. 

IF  a  Drowfinels  came  on  at  at  the  ihh 
Attack  of  the  Dihem  per,  or  in  the  Be' 
ginning  to  Sweat,  the  Patient  was  lorcibly 
kept  awake  •,  although,  when  feme  Appear¬ 
ance  came  of  Recovery,  a  little  Sleep  was 
indulged,  to  recruit  the  Spirits,  but  not 
beyond  four  Hours  together  j  for  ir  they 
flept  longer,  they  were  waked  to  take  their 
Medicines. 

I F  the  Belly  was  cohive,  and  the  Di- 

hemper  on  its  Declenhon,  Clyhers  were  uled 

with  Benefit,  made  of  a  Decoction  with  the 

Roots  of  ScorzLonera~7*ormentily  and  Marfh-Mal- 

*  • 

lows'--,  the  Leaves  of  Scordium,  Meadm-foeet, 
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and  Violets ;  Flowers  of  Chamomil  and  Elder  \ 
fweet  Fennil-Secds,  and  Anni feeds  -  an  i  in  it  was 
dilTolved  the  Yolk  of  a  n  jEby,  hr  own  Savoy- 
and  o  iij.  pf  Diafcordium  or  London  T eucle  • 
and  when  mare  Hafte  was  required  for 
Evacuation,  §  j.  or  3  j.  fs.  was  added  of  the 
Infufion  of  Crocus  ALetallorum .  After  the 
Clyfter  came  away,  the  Patient  was  allowed 
a  Draught  of  generous  Wine,  or  or  fome 
Cordial  Julap,  or  Broth,  &c. 

A  N  D  whereas  a  Languor  upon  the  Spi¬ 
rits  very  much  contributed  (as  before  ob- 

I 

ferved )  both  to  the  propagation  and  Vio¬ 
lence  of  the  Contagion  to  remove  fuch  an 
Inconvenience,  grateful  Scents  were  made 
ufe  of,  fuch  as  are  known  to  comfort  the 
Brain  fometimes  Vinegar  of  Rofes  was  fprin- 
kled  upon  live  Coals,  and  at  others,  were 
burnt  fuch  things  as  Styrax ,  Lahdanum ,  &c. 

*  1  t 

of  which  more  hereafter,  and  all  things 
avoided  which  might  give  any  Offence  to 
the  No fe  by  its  Smell. 

H  I  T  H  ERTO  we  have  treated  of  An¬ 
tidotes,  and  the  Reqimen  of  our  Patients  ; 
next  We  come  to  external  Helps,  amongil: 
which  Blifiers  demand  the  firft  mention ; 
whole  frequent  and  fuccefsfui  Appli¬ 
cation 
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cation  removes  all  Controverfy  about  their 
Ufefulnefs. 

B  L  1  ST E  R-Plafters  were  applied  to  IN 
veral  Parts-  as  the  Nape  of  the  Neck, 
within- fide  the  Arms,  the  Thigs,  and,  Legs- 
and  by  thefe  the  VefTels  were  warmed,  the 
juices  rendered  more  fluid,  a  Stimulus  given 
to  the  Sluggifhnefs  oi  Nature,  and  Paffaae 
made  fufficiently  large,  for  the  Evacuation 
not  only  of  fuperfiuous  Serofities  and  noxi¬ 
ous  Humours,  but  alfo  for  the  pefHlential 
Poifou,  which  by  this  Artifice  feemed  to 
be  turned  out  this  Way  *  not  to  fay  any 
Thing  of  the  Revulfion  made  hereby  of 
Venom  from  the  nobler  Parts. 

FOR  this  Purpofe,  I  once  ordered  a 
B  lifter-?  I  after  to  be  applied  within-fide  the 
Thigh,  a  little  below  a  Buboe  in  the  Groin, 
but  by  the  Carelefnefs  of  the  Nurfe,  it  was 
laid  upon  the  Buboe  it  felf  j  which  happen¬ 
ing  to  prove  fortunate,  after  obtained  in 
Practice,  in  Expectation  thereby  to  prevent 
the  morbifick  Humour  from  going  back  again, 
and  to  forward  its  Suppu  ration  ,  but  altho’ 
this  was  of  Advantage  in  fome  Cafes,  it  was 
yet  much  fufpeCtedhy  the  more  cautious  Phy** 
ficians  and  Surgeons,  as  for  the  molt  Part  it 

brought 
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brought  too  great  an  Inflammation  all  round 
it,  and  promoted  a  Strangury,  which,  by 
Excels  of  Uneafinefs,  greatly  wafted  the 
Spirits,  and  funk  the  Patient's  Strength. 

THAT  theie  Applications  may  cer¬ 
tainly  anfwer  their  End,  the  moft  iharp 
ought  to  be  ufed :  The  following  Compo- 
fttion  never  failed  me  in  all  my  PraTice  • 
but  before  its  Application,  the  Part  was 
always  rubbed  with  Vinegar. 

W-  ddicis  naval  is  v.  galbani  col  at .  J  j.  cera 
o  h  is.  cjuibus  jimul  hquat  is0  &  ab  igne  femotis , 
adde  pulv.  canthandum  prap.  3  vij.  vel  g  j.  fer~ 
menti  vetenSy  fem .  amcos  ana  3  iij.  cuphovbii  3  j. 
cum  aceti  fcillit .  q.  f,  incorporentur ,  affidue  agitan- 
d°7  quoufcpue  cogantur  in  Emplafiri  majfam . 

TH  E  Parts  thus  veftcated  were  never 
ioifeied  to  heal,  till  the  Malignity  of  the 
Diieaie  was  fpent  ^  and  to  prevent  their 
fudden  drying  up,  they  were  continually 
ftimulated  by  Adel  Hot  Plafters  fprinkled  over 
with  home  Powder  of  Camharides ;  which 
kept  up  a  conftant  Drein  of  noxious  Hu- 
mours  *  but  to  affwage  the  great  Heat  and 
Inflammations,  fometimes  occaftoned  hereby, 
Cok-wort  Leaves  were  applied  to  them. 

YET 
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Y  E  T  although  Efiftafticls  did  fo  ranch 
Service  to  the  Infe&ed,  and  fufficiently  made 
amends  for  the  Trouble  and  Fain  they  gave  7 

1 

yet  they  were  not  indifferently  luitable  to 
all  Perfons  As  for  luftance,  where  there 
was  an  Heat  of  Ur  in,  or  a  continual  Incli¬ 
nation  to  pits  *9  where  the  Sfhintter  of  the 
Bladder  was  inflamed,  or  ulcerated,  in  an 
Hemorrhage-,  or  to  Women  with  Child,  or 
having  the  Menfes  •  and  lafcly,  where  there 
was  a  great  Languor  upon  the  Spirits  •  it  is 
alfo  diligently  to  be  confldered  when  Efifpa- 
fricks  are  applied  to  Buboes  or  Carbuncles 
near  upon  Suppuration,  that  they  do  not 
fufe  the  Humours  too  much,  to  admit  them 
going  into  a  laudible  Pus,  and  give  fuch  a 
Stimulus  to  the  Parts,  as  may  fmk  the  Spirits, 
and  fruftrate  other  Endeavours  of  Nature 
to  help  her  fe If. 

BESIDES  Epiffaftichy  it  is  not  loft  La¬ 
bour  to  apply  proper  Things  to  the  Feet  * 

I  commonly  ufed  a  Plafter  made  of  the  com¬ 
pound  Bettany  Plafter,  adding  to  it  fome  Eu- 
fhorbium7  Saffron ,  and  London  Treacle:  And  I 
found  this  to  do  more  Good  than  Cataplafms , 
which  fome,  however,  liked  better  to  ufe, 
and  were  made  of  Bryony  Root  fteeped  in 

Vinegar, 
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Vinegar,  the  Flelh  of  pickled  Herrings ,  bUcl 
Rue ,  Score!  rum,  and  Arum..,  with  a  firffi- 
cient  Quantity  of  Vinegar:  Sometimes  aifp 
Pidgeons  were  applied  to  the  Feet. 

BUT  thefe,  and  other  Medicines  of  the 
lame  Rank,  were  not  applied  in  any  Expe¬ 
ctation  to  draw  Away  by  them  the  peftilen- 
tial  Miafmata  as  by  Attraction  •  but  becaufe 
the  Multitudes  of  Pores,  and  their  Large, 
uefs  in  the  Soles  of  the  Feet,  gave  Rich 
Things  an  Opportunity  of  fending  in  that 
warmth,  as  would  keep  the  Animal  Hu¬ 
mours  more  fluxile,  and  cherifh  the  natural 
Heat  that  was  almoft  extinft  •  and  from 
thence  the  whole  Body  would  be  refrefhed 
by  their  Influence  :  Applications  were  like- 
wife  made  to  the  Wrift  with  the  fame  View. 

AND  thus  having  gone  through  the  cu¬ 
rative  Part  of  a  Peftilence  in  general,  we  now 
come  io  the  Management  of  particular  Sym¬ 
ptoms  *  and  firft  of  all  of  the  Buboes. 

I T  highly  concerns  all  who  are  concern- 
1'0r  t^ie  Sick  in  thefe  Cafes,  both  Phy- 
iicians  and  Surgeons,  to  attend  with  Dili¬ 
gence  c0  Mature  of  thefe  Tumours,  and 
have  their  feveral  Differences  ready  in  their 

Minds, 
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Minds,  that  at  their  firft  Sight  they  may 
know  their  Condition,  and  ufe  Means  of 
treating  them  accordingly.  And  firft  of  all 
it  is  to  be  enquired,  whether  they  are 
moveable  or  fixt  ?  Whether  foft  or  hard  ? 
Whether  depreffed  or  prominent  ?  Whether 
fmail  or  great  ?  Whether  contracted  or 
broad?  Whether  with,  or  without  Pam?  And 
iaftly,  whether  inflamed  or  not  ? 

WHENSOEVER  a  Buboe  is  uncer¬ 
tain  and  dodges,  fometimes  appearing,  and 
then  again  going  back,  all  Means  is  to  be 
ufed  to  fix  it ;  and  this  is  very  fuccefs fully 
done  by  cupping  upon  the  Glands,  which 
will  fix  a  permanent  T amour  upon  them. 

T  O  Buboes  juft  in  their  firft  Formation, 
we  have  indeed  applied  Difcutiens ,  and  very 
powerful  ones  too,  in  Order  to  diifipate  them; 
and  although  they  heave  feveral  Times  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fettle,  yet  we  have  not  defpair* 
ed  to  conquer  the  Enemy  this  Way  :  But  we 
always  found  it  for  certain,  that  they  who 
went  through  fuch  Fluxes  and  Refluxes  of 
the  peftilential  Venom,  never  recovered  in  fuch 
a  perfeft  Manner,  as  they  whofe  Buboes  im¬ 
mediately  fixed,  and  after  Suppuration  threw 
out  a  great  deal  of  Matter. 

I  F 
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I F  the  Tumour  is  hard  and  painful 
from  too  great  a  Tenfion  upon  the  glair- 
dulous  Parts,  not  giving  Room  enough  to 
receive  the  protruding  Humours,  the  Part 
affeTed  may  be  anointed  with  Oil  of  Lilies , 
Rofesy  Elder ,  &c.  if  no  Inflammation  forbids 
fuch  a  Method in  which  Circumftances  all 
Oils  and  Ointments  are  to  be  fufpe&ed,  as 
they  obftruft  the  Pores,  and  are  no  Ways 
fui table  to  the  Nature  of  the  nitro-falme 
peftiiential  Venom.  When  an  Iniiammation 
there  ore  is  upon  any  Part,  which  is  eafie 
to  be  known  by  its  Heat  and  Colour,  it 
is  better  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Mueelaves  of 
Linfced  and  Fenugreek ,  with  Elder  Vinegar,  and 
London  Treacle  •  or  a  Cataplafm  of  Wheat-Flower , 
Fenugreek  and  Linfeed ,  Elder  Flowers ,  white 
Bread  Crumbs ,  the  Folk  of  Eggs ,  and  Powder  of 
Saffron* 


T  H  E  London  Phyficians  at  this  Time 
Ipai  ed  no  I  rouble  nor  Application,  to  'ma¬ 
nage  the  Buboes  rightly  •  feme  of  the  Cata- 

fiafins  therefore  by  them  daily  ufed  I  Hull 
here  infer t. 


Coefam  majufculam,  cguam  v*  a.  c.  excava - 
tarn  imvlc  fummit.  rut a  deb .  exkcat.  &  pdverW 
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S  ij.  indantur  etiam  theriac •  LoncL  9  iv.  foramen 
cferculo  fuo  ohturetur ,  ccePa  delude  chart  a  bibulS, 
involute  juk  cineribw  ajjeturj  cm  adde  ftcum 
methodo  eadem  off  at  am  y  cum  ol.  Ln-y  liliorum- 
alb.  ana  q.  /.  fimul  macereritur ,  conflclatur 

cataplalma, .  applicandmn  valid  f  bis  dc  die  im - 
mutandum :  This  is  a  lib  good  againft  the 
Bites  of  venomous  Creatures, 

'  Or, 

i  . 

Fol.  rutej  fcordli  contuf  ana  M  ft.  moduli} 
carnis  ficuum  ^  ij.  flrr.  me  l  Hot  i  p.  ft.  falis  mar  Ini 
pulveriz 5  iij.  ferment  l  voter  is  §  ft.  cum  ft.  q.  acetf 
faretur  Cataplafma . 

Or, 

fd  Rad.  liliorum ,  althaay  cum  aceto  macerate 
ana  lib .  ft.  fem.  Uni ,  fonugraci  ana  x  ft.  carnis 
ficuum  §  iij.  confe&wiis  finally  cum  theriac.  ana 
o  ft.  axungle  fuilU  q.  ft.  F.  cataplafma.  Or,  ac¬ 
cording  to  May  erne ,  from  whom  I  learned 
the  Rudiments  of  Practice. 

Succ.  apt  5  ij.  me  Ufa  5  j.  plmplnelU  5  j.  jn 
niajcres  Numero  ditasy  ad  intenerationem , 
yhf  putrilaginem  fub  cineribus  caute  ajfataSy  allio- 
rum-  bulbos  Numero  vj«  claves  foglandium  map . 

vetufl . 
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vetufi.  Numero  iv.  tritis  alii  bulbil,  &  clavk , 
ajfunde  fuccos,  turn  adde  Capas,  in  mortar io  mar x 
moreo  cum  aceti  fcitiit.  q.f  agitentur,  &  cogantnr 
in  Cataplafmatis  confifientiam . 

BUT  the  Hardnefs,  pricking  Pain,  and 
intenfe- Heat  of  the  T umour  continuing,  Me¬ 
dicines  were  ufed  to  diliolve  fuch  Hardnefs, 
and  aiTwage  the  Pain  and  Heat :  As, 

Vg  Rad .  liliorum  alb.  §  ij.  porrorum ,  medulla 
c'arnis  ficuum  ana  g  j*  fern.  I  ini  §  fs .  jlor.  Sambuci 7 
meliloti  ana  p.  f.  micarum  pants  alb.  lib.  is.  cog 
in  f  q.  laths,  adde?id,o  fub  finem  ol.  roj.  liliorum 
alb.  vel  fambuc .  ana  q.  f.  ut  F.  Cataplafma. 

i 

Or, 

P  Fol.  Scab  io  fa,  acetofe  ana  M  ij.  chart  d  bi- 
bula  involut.  &  cineribus  feint illantibus  fubdito- 
rum,  quibus  adde  ferment i  veteris  5  ij.  falls  tan -  , 
f  ilium,  agitentur  probe  in  mortarlo  cum  f.  q.  axun¬ 
ge  fuitla,  ad  ufum  pramemoratum.  But  that  I 
may  not  be  too  tedious  in  reciting  parti¬ 
cular  Jr  orms  of  this  Kind,  any  neceiTary  Va¬ 
riations  are  left  to  the  Difcretion  of  every 
Phyfician  in  his  own  Practice* 

W  E 


» 

* 


WE  do  not  wait  for  the  Suppuration  of 
a  Buboe  until  it  breaks  of  it  lelf,  when 
the  Pain  and  other  Symptoms  continue  very 
levere  without  Remiilion *  beftdes,  uthere 
would  in  doing  fo  be  Danger  of  wafting 
the  Spirits  too  much,  and  letting  the  mor- 
bifick  Matter  retreat,  beiides  the  Smalnels 
of  the  Orifice,  which,  when  they  open  them- 
delves,  is  feldom  large  enough  to  give  due 
Vent }  we  therefore  open  them  by  Incifion, 
or  to  prevent  Mortification,  by  a  potential* 
Cautery  ^  and  for  the  fame  Purpole  it  hath 
alfo  been  many  Times  found  reafonable  to 
mix  the  milder  Caufticks  with  Digefhves. 

YET  although  c.ommon  Experience  at- 
tefts  to  the  Advantage  of  Cataplafms,  as 
they  wonderfully  cherifh.  the  languid  and 
almoft  extinguifhed  natural  Pleat,  fupple 
the  neighbouring  Parts,  relax  the  Skin,  and 
conteitiper  and  affwage  ftiarp  Humoius^ 
yet,  I  fay,  becaufe  their  frequent  Repeti- 
‘  tion  is  fometimes  on  may  Accounts  incon¬ 
venient  and  difagreeable,  I  ufed  to  iubftitute 
the  following  Cerate  in  their  Room. 

I }l  Emp.  Oxycrocei  §  iij.  gdlbdni  colut  gum .  cu* 
rdnruz  ana  ^  j.  picis  naval  is  ^  ij»  e  licjuatis  jhnul 

Q  .  cum 
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cum  oh  chamemeli ,  &  liliorum ,  c-  F.  ma(fa 

pro  empl.  And  I  am  bold  enough  to  affirm, 
that  with  this  I  have  prevented  the  Want 
of  a  Surgeon  in  more  than  a  thoufand  In- 
fiances :  But  when  a  Buboe  is  artificially 

opened,  it  is  the  moil  proper  to  do  it  in 
fome  depending  Part  of  the  Tumour  j  tak¬ 
ing  Care  not  to  wound  the  larger  Veffels  and 
Mufcles. 

B  U  T  whether  a  Buboe  breaks  of  it 
Tell,  or  is  opened  by  Incifion,  it  is  to  be 
waflied  and  cleanfed  with  a  Lixivium  of 
jljhes^  Scordlum ,  Betony^  Buglofs ,  Sanicle,  &c* 
in  which  alfo  is  diilblveJ  fome  London 
Treacle  :  And  the  following  Mixture  I  have 
found  very  good  for  'tlyis  Purpofe,  confid¬ 
ing  of  Birthvoort  Root ,  Myrrh ,  Alc-es ,  and 
Saffron ,  infufed  in  Spirit  of  Wine ,  and  to  the 
drained  TinClure,  adding  a  little  Oil  of  Tur¬ 
pentine .  Furthermore,  to  promote  Digeflion, 
and  prevent  Putrefaction,  the  follow'ing  may 
be  applied: 

V;l  Me  Ills  rof  5  L  terebinth,  cum  vitello  ovi  fo- 
lut .  5  fs.  thenaco  Lond .  3  iij.  farina  tritici  "y  ij. 
Is.  cum  oh  hyperici  &  fambuc .  ana  q.  f  coq.  in 
Cataplafmr  t is  confiftentiam. 

Or, 
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Or, 

Vng.  bajilic .  p.  duasy  liniment i  Arc&i  f h 

Tertiam,  oL  terebinth.  5  fs.  M,  S.  But  here  it 

is  to  be  obferved,  that  Detergents  are  by 

no  Means  to  be  ufed,  unlefs  the  Ulcer  is 

foul  ■  as  alfo  that  to  appeafe  the  Enormity 

Oi  Pain  and  Inflammation,  by  Opiates  and 

Repellers,  is  a  moil  pernicious  Practice,  be- 

caufe  it  drives  back  the  Venom  upon  the 

nobler  Parts  •  and  alfo  by  their  frequent 

Continuation,  is  a  Sphacelation  endangered 
* 

upon  the  Extremities. 

1  HE  S  S  Ulcers  are  like  wife  by  no 
Means  to  be  healed  up  until  they  are 
web  ci earned,  and  all  the  pefiilential  Sym¬ 
ptoms  quite  difappear.  But  here  I  cannot 
but  lemark,  tnat  thele  Ulcers  do  heal  much 
eafier  than  any  other  when  the  Venom  is 
fully  conquered  :  And  in  the  Cure,  it  chiefly 
*  concerns  the  Surgeon  to  prevent  the  Lips 
growing  callous,  bee  aide  fometiilies  that 
Error  is  not  eaiily  again  remedied  *  when 
the  Ulcer  is  well  cleanfed,  the  ordinary 
■Sar coticks  uied  in  the  common  Method  will 
loon  iil]  up  the  loft  Subfiance  2  To  pre- 

O  2  vent 


m 
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vent  Repetition,  the  Parotides  are  to  be 
treated  after  the  fame  Manner  as  Buboes. 

AFTER  this  tranfient  View,  our  Me¬ 
thod  now  brings  us  to  the  Cure  or  Car¬ 
buncles  }  fmce  therefore  thefe  Eruptions 
have  their  Rife  from  a  peRilential  Lixivium , 
thrown  upon  feveral  Parts  of  the  holy,  and 
their  burning  them  into  an  Efchar ,  the  Bufi- 
iiefs  of  a  Surgeon  herein  is  directed  to  three 
main  Intentions. 

j.  THAT  th  e  Carbuncle  does  not  fpread 

too  far,  like  a  Gangrene,  [knowing  no  Bounds. 

« 

2.  T  O  bring  it  as  foon  as  poflible  to  a 
Separation  }  and, 

^  'i  t 

3.  T  O  cure  it  as  carefully  as  it  can  be 
done. 

FOR  the  firft  Intention,  fuch  Remedies 
are  fuited  which  give  a  Reftriftion  to  the 
Part,  fo  that  the  venomous  Particles  cannot 
fpread}  and  fuch  a! fo  as aifwage  the  diliem- 
pered  Heat,  and  cherifh  and  preferve  that 
which  is  natural.  t 


BUT 


© 
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BUT  the  Cure  of  a  Carbuncle  is  varied 
by  its  Nature,  Progrefs,  and  Situation  *  and 
is  accordingly  to  be  treated  fometimes  with 
more,  and  at  others  with  leis  Severity.  In 
this  Caie  Benefit  is  fometimes  received  from 
a  Cataplafm  with  roafted  Garlicl ,  Soct,  Lon¬ 
don  Treacle ,  and  Oil  of  Turpentine  ^  Or, 

Ferine  nt  1  voter  vs  S  nlhi  ajptti  ^  ij.  fier¬ 
cer  is  columbmi  ^  j.  confec.  Sin  aft  i  5  V.  eufthorbii 
'5  ij.  cum  fi  q.  fiaftonis  nigri  F.  Cataftlafma.  But 
it  is  to  be  obrerved.,  that  in  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  thefe  Cataplafms,  which  are  very 
iharp,  tiie  ucmoh  Caution  muft  be  ufed, 
that  a  Pain  is  not  aggravated  thereby  be¬ 
yond  the  Patient’s  Power  to  bear  ^  that  the 
Tumours  be  not  colliqnated,  and  thrown 
upon  weaker  Parts  *,  and  that  an  immoveable 
Ffchar  be  not  made  thereby, 

W  H  E  N  the  Efchar  does  not  fall  off, 
nor  any  Signs  [of  Separation  appear,  Un¬ 
guents  and  Oils  are  not  to  be  blamed  *  but 
if  the  Carbuncle  fpreads  further,  it  will  be 
neceilary  to  have  Pvecourfe  to  more  effeOual 
Means  *,  in  which  Cafe,  neither  the  Tender- 
nefs  of  Sex  or  Age  is  to  be  regarded. 
Sometimes  the  peftilential  Venom  is  to  be 

O  3  drawn 
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drawn  out  by  Cupping,  or  Scarriflcation,  or 
Epffafikh :  Sometimes  alfo  for  the  fame 
Furpofe  is  applied  the  bare  Rump  of  a  Fowl, 
repeated  until  thefe  Creatures  appear  not  to 
be  hurt  by  it ;  for  this  natural  Warmth 
fooths  the  vital  Heat  of  the  Part  it  is  applied 
to,  and  entices  away  the  morbifick  Venom 
through  the  Pores Pidgeons  ufed  alive,  and 
warm  Sheeps  Lights,  have  likewife  been  oh- 
ferved  thus  to  affwage  the  Acrimony  of  this 
peffilential  Virulence. 

T  II  E  F.fchar  is  Lome  times  got  off  by 
Burning,  and  fometimes  by  Incifion  ;  I  never 
indeed  found  any  thing  more  effectual  than 
the  acdual  Cautery  •  and  in  this  Practice  of 
ours  we  differ  not  from  the  celebrated  Con- 
coreglus ,  who  tells  us,  fag.  30.  that  in  his 
T  ime  they  were  wont  to  burn  the  Carbuncle 
with  a  red  hot  iron.  I  here  arp  very  con¬ 
venient  Iniiruments  am.  on  git  the  Surgeons 
for  this  Operation,  which  they  call  the 
Button,  being  fo  ffiaped  •  but  they  are  of 
little  Service,  except  the  Burning  extends 
to  the  Compafs  of  the  Eruption  and  the 
iron  <5  by  no  means  to  be  taken  away,  until 
the  Patient  is  fenfible  of  it  ^  but  to  yet  off 

th eFfchar,  the  middle  Part  rnuff  be"  burnt 
deepeff 

AMONGST 
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AMONGST  many  other  Advantages, 

I  fliall  mention  but  a  few  that  are  received 
from  the  aftual  Cautery  in  thefe  Cafes  •,  for 
from  hence  the  Parts  affefted  are  rendred 
more  firm  and  firong-,  hence  the  Velfels 
are  more  aftringedg  hence  the  fubtile  Mi - 
afmeita  are  tariffed  and  evaporated ;  fence 
the  Poifon  is  correfted  and  dried  up  •,  and 
daftly-,  hence  the  languifhing  Heat  is  quick- 
ned  •  and,  not  to  ufe  many  Woids,  the  pe- 
fHlential  Venom  feems  to  be  defiroyed  by 
Burning,  no  other  wife  than  the  Bites  of 
poifonous  Creatures  are  cured  after  the  fame 

Manner. 


A  S  for  what  is  done  by  the  Knife,  the 
I nfe died  are  certainly  as  much  benefited 
by  it,  as  by  the  aftual  Cautery  \  efpecially 
if  the  lncifion  be  made  cteep,  and  goes  to 
the  Root  at  the  Centre  •  for  by  this  may 
be  made  a  very  expeditious  Elevation  and 
Separation  of  the  Efchar,  and  this  Means 
is  more  particularly  to  be  ufed  where  a 
Gangrene  is  threatned  *,  but  in  doing  it, 
g-reat  Care  muft  be  taken,  as  before  hinted, 
that  there  is  not  made  any  EfFufidn  or  Blood 
by ’cutting  the  larger  Veils  Is,  efpecially  the 
Arteries, 

O  ± 


BUT 
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BUT  when  this  Separation  is  once  Iff 
niihed,  whether  it  be  by  a  Knife,  or  by 
Burning,  or  of  its  own  Accord  •  the  next 
thing  is  to  peal  it  off}  and  this  is  frequent¬ 
ly  affiffed  by  moiffening  it  with  new  Butter, 
Oil  of  Elder ,  or  Oil  of  Lilies.  The  Ejchar 
is  like  wife  to  be  loofened  gradually,  and 
not  too  haffily }  that  is,  a  kind  of  Matu¬ 
ration  is  to  be  waited  Tor.  After  the  Car¬ 
buncle  is  fallen  off,  Care  muff  be  taken  to 

cleanle  away  the  Sordes  upon  it,  and  promote 

\ 

Digeffion  by  the  Ufe  of  fuitable  Applica¬ 
tions  }  and  everything  elfe  carefully  ma¬ 
naged,  as  before  direQred  in  the  Cure  of 
Buboes. 


LASTLY,  Incarning  is  gradually  to  be 
teixefied,  and  the  Ulcer  (lowly  healed  over  } 

for  by  being  too  haffily  clofed,  it  is  not  un- 

* 

common  to  find  fome  peffilential  Mlafmat a 
lurking  behind,  which  afterwards  prove  miff 
cine vo us,  and  often  fatal,  as  may  eafiiy  be 
gathered  from  a  preceding  Hiftory,  and  ma¬ 
ny  others  not  here  mentioned. 


B  U  T  becaufe  fometimes  the  Parts  where 
f  T'buncles  arife,  cannot  be  cleanfed  conve¬ 
niently  from  the  morbid  Humours,  whence 
the  Cure  proves  flow,  or  cannot  be  effected 

at 
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at  all,  the  circumjacent  Parts  at  firft  ihould 
be  guarded  by  Defenfatives,  which  would 
aftringe  the  Laxity  upon  thole  rait',,  keep 
the  Paffages  clear,  and  give  Room  tor  the 
due  Motions  of  the  Juices  and  Spirits, 
while  at  the  fame  time  they  prevent  the 
Exhalation  of  the  natural  Heat  But  it 
notwithstanding  the  utmcft  Care,  Sphacela¬ 
tion  comes  on,  immediate  Recourfe  is  to  he 
had  to  Embrocation,  with  the  following. 

pr  Cinerum  abjynthii,  fcordii7  car  duty  centaur'll 
min.  ana  g  iij.  e  quibus  parctur  lixivium ,  indendo 
flor.  chamemeli,  fambuci,  me  I  Hot  i  ana  M-  )•  Lqusris 
limpidi  lib.  ij.  adde  [fir.  vim  oft.  lib.  is.  diffolvc 
fheriac.  Lend,  g  ij.  M.  S.  fro  fotu  p.  affe&<e  bis  de 
dia,  quant  ca'adifme,  exin  Cataplafma  conficiatur 
e  theriac.  Land,  cum  Elix  frofrietatis. 

LASTLY,  To  put  an  End  to  this 
Seftion,  wherein  to  prevent  prolixity,  I 
have  ftudioufly  avoided  all  Points  of  Cou- 
troverfy  ■,  I  cannot  altogether  omit  the 
Mention  of  thole  skilful  and  faithful  Sur¬ 
geons,  with  due  Honour,  whole  Task  in 
this  raging  Calamity  was  veiy  haid  and 
dangerous,  how  they  had  the  Caie  or  all 
peftilential  Tumours  and  LJiccis,  cf  r.  Put 
although  Lome  of'thefe  fell  themfelves  in 
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the  Difcharge  of  their  Duty  to  others,  yet 
the  Survivors  went  on  chear  frilly  in  their 
Bufmefs  •  and  they  who  lived  through  the 
whole,  owed  a  great  deal  to  a  Conftancy  of 
Mind,  as  well  as  to  the  coniervatory  Power 
of  Providence. 

sectio  n  vnr. 

Of  Preservation  from  a  P  eft  He  nee. 

I  T  is  manifeftly  much  more  adVifeable 
to  keep  off  the  Invafion  Of  a  PefHlence, 
than  to  fbnd  its  violent  and  fatal  Shocks  • 
and  Self-Prefervation,  as  well  as  the  Exam¬ 
ple  of  all  other  wife  People,  admoniflies 
us  to  uie  all  poffible  Endeavours  to  keep 
it  from  us,  and  guard  our  Pelves  again#  it 
while  at  a  Diffance.  This  Part  therefore 
concerning  our  Prefervatidn  from  a  Peffi- 
laice,  regards  both  the  Duty  of  the  Ma- 
gifhaie,  and  the  Care  of  every  Individual  : 
that  is  to  fay,  it  is  the  Magiftrate’s  Duty, 
tnat  when  the  Nature  and  peculiar  Quali¬ 
ties  of  this  Difeafe  are  known,  and  reported 
by  Phyficians,  fijeh  Laws  ftould  be  pro- 
Vluea>  as  ntight  bell:  conduce  to  prevent 

its  Spreading,  if  not  to  its  utter  Extirpa- 
tioa. 


FIRST 


from  a  tyeftilence. 


203 

FIRST  of  all  therefore,,  they  ought  to 
be  deemed  as  a  kind  of  Traitors,  who 
frightned  the  credulous  Populace  with  the 
Apprehenfions  of  an  approaching  Pla  ue,  by 
idle  and  groundlefs  Reports  and  Predidions  ♦ 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  late  Sicknefs  was 
too  notoriouily  aflifted  by  this  Means,  to 
want  any  Arguments  to  prove  it. 

T  H  E  timely  Separation  a  lib  of  the 
infeded  from  the  well,  is  abfolutely  neceffa- 
ry  to  be  done  *  becauie  the  moil  Pure  Way 
of  fpreading  it,  is  letting  the  fick  and 
well  converfe  together.  Publick  Funerals 
oueht  to  be  forbid,  as  alfb  all  kinds  of 
Meetings,  and  frequent  Intercourfes  of  fe- 
veral  Perfons  together  :  An  Injundion  alfo 
of  Quarentine  from  infeded  Places,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Cuiiom  of  Trading  Nations,  is 
by  any  Means  not  to  be  omitted,  and  care- 
lefly  to  be  executed. 

ALTHOUGH  it  is  looked  upon  as 
aim  oh  impoilible,  by  the  mo  ft  artful  Con¬ 
trivances,  and  the  mold  prudent  Councils, 
to  avoid  the  Influence  of  a  common  Cauie ; 
yet  the  Call  of  N|ture,  and  the  Laws  of 
gelf-prefervation,  demand  our  utmch  Dili¬ 


gence 
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gence  and  Labour,  both  in  publick  and 
private,  to  prevent  the  Encroachment  of 
fuch  a  fubtile  and  cruel  Deftroyer.  And 
it  was  certainly  to  this  purpofe  a  wife  Con¬ 
trivance  of  the  Magiftrates,  to  conftitute 
two  in  every  Pariih  daily  to  vific  every  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  be  fatisfied  whether  every  one 
belonging  thereunto  was  well,  and  free  from 

any  Infection. 

» 

BUT  both  the  Ancients  and  Moderns 
have  taken  the  utmoft  Pains  in  contriving 
to  purge  the  Air,  on  a  Suppofltion  that, 
in  a  peftilential  Contagion,  that  is  fubfiantially 
infefted :  But  as  the  Air,  as  before  demon- 
ilrated,  is  only  the  Lodgment  or  Vehicle 
to  the  pefHlenthal  Miafmata ,  which  are 
every  Way  agitated  in  it,  it  does  not  feem  fo 
much  to  want  Depuration  on  its  own  Account, 
as  that  poiionous  Mixture  which  is  joined 
with  it.  Indeed  the  peftilential  Particles 
refiding  in  the  Porofities  of  the  Air,  may 
often,  without  any  Change  of  Figure,  for 
Want  of  due  Agitation,  remain  and  Magnate 
in  it  a  long  Time,  fo  as  to  be  drawn  in 
by  the  Lungs  in  Inlpiration  ^  and  hence 
from,  the  intimate  Mixture  and  Confufion 
as  it  were  of  both,  a  Stifpicion  may  be 
entertained  of  the  Taint  coming  from  a 

Cor- 
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Corruption  of  Air  ^  but  of  this  we  have 
faid  enough  already*,  and  as  howfoever  this 
Matter  is,  a  Purgation  of  the  Air  is  by 
common  Content  called  for  on  all  Sides  in 
thefe  Cafes,  we  fhall  confider  this  Matter, 
chiefly  in  thefe  two  Refpe&s. 

,  V  '  ' '  '  *  '  V  ■  :  .  \ 

FIRST,  That  the  peftilential  Seminlum 
he  diflodged-,  and  to  this  Purpofe  co  .tri¬ 
bute  brisk  Winds,  efpecially  from  the  North, 
and  the  frequent  Explofions  of  great  Guns, 
in  the  Morning  and  Evening  chiefly  ; 
caufe  fuch  Concuflions  agitate  the  poifon- 
ous  Midf mat  a,  and  not  only  help  to  diffipate 
them,  but  to  change  and  alter  them  in 
thole  particular  Configurations  whereby 
they  become  fo  noxious  and  it  hatn  oeen 
attefted  by  Experience,  that  an  intimate 
Combination  of  Nitre  and  Sulphur  greatly 
alters  the  faline  Qualities  of  the  peftilen- 
tial  Taint. 

SECO  ND  LT,  The  utmoft  Diligence  is 
to  be  ufed  to  prevent  the  peftilentlal  Par¬ 
ticles  from  taking  Effeft  •,  which  is  fuccel- 

ff 

fully  done  by  proper  Fumigations.  Hi\- 
pocratesy  the  Oracle  in  Phyfick,  hath  left 
it  to  Pofterity,  to  kindle  Fires  in  the  pub- 
lick  Streets  *,  and  thefe  fometimes  I  con¬ 
ceive 
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ceive  may  do  good  but  not,  as  fome  will 
have  it,  by  abforbmg-  the  pehiferous  HumL 
dities,  but  by  diffufing  on  all  Sides  a  great 
deal  of  Nitre,  which  gives  a  conliderable 
Change  to  the  venomous  Miafmata  \  I  judge 
it  bell  theiefore  that  fuch  Fires  fnould  be 
made  of  refinous  Woods,  which  throw  out 
a  clear  and  un&ious  Smell,  fuch  as  Juniper, 
Fir ,  Oak ,  Jjh,  Elm ,  Chefnut ,  &c.  but  by  no 
Means  Coals,  which  exhale  an  impure,  fetid, 
and  fuffocating  Sulphur. 

B  Y  the  Care  of  the  Magiftrate  alfo  the 
Streets,  Sinks,  and  Canals,  fliould  daily  be 
cleared  of  all  Filth*,  bccaufe  Stench  and 
Naftinefs  are  juhly  reckoned  the  Enter¬ 
tainers  of  Infection,  and  we  find  the  Air 
to  be  corrupted  frequently  from  noifome 
Smells  ^  fo  that  the  peftilential  Venom  can¬ 
not  but  receive  additional  Strength  from 
fuch  Means. 

BUT  to  be  yet  more  particular  about 
thefe  Fumigations,  both  to  mend  the  Air 
and  refreih  the  Houfes  that  have  been  in¬ 
fected,  they  muft  be  compofed  of  fuch 
Things  as  raife  and  comfort  the  Spirits 
i  that  were  languiihine  with  their  great  fill 
Flavours id  rexreilung  Sinehs  are  a  kind 

of 
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of  natural  Pabulum  to  the  animal  Spirits 
or  they  fliould  be  of  fuch.  Subfiances  as 


by  their  gummy  Vifcidity  entangle  and 
cover  the  venomous  Sficula ,  fo  that  they 
cannot  aft  •  or,  laftly,  of  fuch  Things  as 
breath  out  fuch  nitrous  Steams,  which  will 
eitnei  piefeive  oui  Bodies  from  receiving 
Impurities,  or  change  the  Nature  of  the 


infectious  Particles. 


I  do  not  indeed  deny,  but  feme,  ungrate¬ 
ful  1  Smells  may  be  fometimes  more  conve-* 
ment  than  fweet  ones,  as  they  fix  thole 
Spirits  which  would  otherwife  exhale;  and 
a  copious  Efflux  of  faliue  Particles  will  often 
beep  them  from  Infection  and  Injury.  But 
to  reduce  thele  into  Glades. 


THE  Simples  of  the  fir  ft  Clafs  are,  Musi, 
Cuvet,  Amomurn ,  Lavender ,  Rofemary ,  Rbfcs, 
Angelica ,  Marjoram ,  Clove  Rhodium  Wc _ 
Aioes  Wood)  &c.  Of  the  fecond,  Frankincenje , 
Benjamin)  St  or  ax  7  Bdellium)  Labdanum 3  Fitch 
Sagapenum ,  Myrrh)  &c.  Of  the  third  Clals, 
Sulphur  and  Nitre 3  more  of  which  hereafter. 

*  i. 

BUT  further,  that  all  the  Means  of ' 
propagating  the  Plague  may  be  removed, 
it  is  very  wifely  ordered  hy  the  Maeifira- 

cy. 
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cy,  to  kill  all  Dogs,  Cats,  and  other  do. 
me flick  Brutes,  left  thefe  Creatures  in  their 
PalTage  from  one  Place  to  another  Ihould 
carry  along  with  them  the  peftiiential  In- 

feftion. 

YET  although  both  the  Makers  and 
Executors  of  the  Laws  were  veiy  diligent  m 
their  Duty  during  the  late  Sicknefs,  the  Con¬ 
tagion  notwithftanding  Ipread  *,  when  there¬ 
fore  all  the  Care  and  Skill  of  the  Magiftrate 
could  avail  nothing  in  hopping  the  common 
Beftroyer,  the  utmoft  Application  was  made 
to  preferve  the  Individuals  under  itsViftta- 
tion  :  For  which  Purpofe,  firft  of  ail  were 
removed  all  Means  of  rendering  our  Bodies 
more  lubjefl:  to  take  the  Infeftion,  and  the 
beft  Care  taken  to  fortifie  the  Conftitution 
again#  its  Attacks,  and  to  fupport  it  under 
its  Tyranny. 

I  know  not  indeed  a  greater  Keglefl 
than  in  not  keeping  the  Body  clean,  and 
keeping  at  a  Diftance  every  Thing  fuper- 
fiuous  or  ofFenftve ;  and  during  the  pefti- 
iential  Conftitution,  nothing  was  worfe  than 
Evacuations  of  all  Kinds :  But  if  a  Ple¬ 
thora  required  Phlebotomy ,  the  Blood  ihould 
be  taken  away  by  a  fmall  Orifice,  in  but 

little 
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little  Quantity ,  and  at  feveral  Times:  A 
Perfon  loaded  with  bad  Humours,  fhould 
be  difcharged  of  them,  if  poffible,  imme¬ 
diately  *  if  they  glut  the  Stomach,  and 
fir  ft  PafTages,  they  ought  to  be  thrown 
on  by  Vomiting,  Drinking  in  the  Operation 
good  Quantities  of  Poffet-Drink,  in  which 
hath  been  boiled  the  Leaves  of  Car  dims 
and  Scordium  \  and  alfo  the  Bowels 5  fhould 
Be  cleanfed,  to  which  Purpofe  the  following 
is  ufeful  : 


Salts  'Tart.  3  ij.  F.  Solutio  in  Jftir.  vim  oft.  g  ijh 
turn  adde  guttd  gambi  9  iv.  per  aft  a  folutione  eva- 
foretur  Jfrir.  turn  ad,d.e  colocynth.  citm  urina  prap. 
9  ij.  fcammaiij  Sulphur  ati  9  j.  Aloes^  r  of  at  a  S'  ij. 
trochifc.  de  rhabarb.  rec .  9  iv.  gum  ammoniaci 
in  acetOj  fell.  foluti  S  j.  falls  abfynthii>  cardui  and 
9  j.  ol.  carui gutt.  vij.  cum  f.  q.  Syr.  dc  rhamno  F. 
majfdy  inde  piluU  min .  formentur ,  Jjof.  ad  9  ij. 
And  thus  to  throw  off  thofe  Humours  which 
join  with  and  aggravate  the  peftilential  Ve- 
.  horn,  very  much  prevents  the  Want  of  An¬ 
tidotes  afterwards. 


•  >  v 

CARE  muff  be  taken  that  there  be 
no  Suppreffxon  of  U  rine  the  Nm-naturals 
muff  be  ufed  with  great  Regularity  the 
Body  muff  be  kept  tranfpirable  ^  the  Tone 

P  off 
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of  the  F'ifcera  ftrengthened  ^  Faffing  avoided  j 
Choice  made  of  a  good  Diet,  fuch  as  will 
yield  good  Nourifhment,  make  but  little 
Excrement,  and  be  eafy  of  Digeftion  *  to 
which  feveral  Pickles  and  Sauces  are  to  be 
recommended }  as  Juice  of  Sorref  Lemons , 
Oranges ,  Pomegranates^  Barberries ,  &c.  and  at 
every  Meal  Sack  is  to  be  allowed,  whofe  Vir¬ 
tues  we  ihall  hereafter  have  Occafion  to  fpeak 
of  ^  and  Care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  be 
Abroad  in  the  Evenintr. 

AND  to  exprefs  all  in  a  few  Words, 
all  the  animal  Fluids  mu  ft  be  kept  in  a 
natural  State,  in  an  Equality  of  Motion* 
and  an  equable  Degree  of  Mixture  and 
Fluxility  they  muft  not  be  put  at  any 
inordinate  Hurries,  nor  be  too  much  ra rifled 
or  exalted  nor  muft  they  be  fullered  to 
grow  vapid  and  languid,  for  Want  of  Depu¬ 
ration,  and  a  Retention  of  excrementitious 
Particles.  But  a  proper  Regimen  is  better 
to  be  had ,  from  other  Writers,  we  therefore 
haften  to  proper  Antidotes. 


An 
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An  AntEpeflilential  Electuary  of  May  erne, 

E*  JagUndium  virid .  lib.  ij.  ficuum ,  frunorum 
ana  lib.  j.  macercntup  in  aceto 5  &  pdf  a  trajici - 
#turj  cui  adde  puiv.  fulfil 'ff.  rut  a,  lib.  Is,  viper  in  a 
\  irginianae  3  j.  fs.  tad.  contrayerva  ^  iij,  pet  a- 
fit  id.  vedoaria,  ana  f  ij.  Is.  facchari  ferlati  lib.  j . 
Syr  e  Jucco  Kermes  5  j.  Syr.  calendula y  caryophyll. 
ana  q.  f.  ut  F.  Elect.  moliey  addenda  fed.  Auri  40* 
Dof.  ad  quantitdtem  nucis  Jutland,  maj.  matte ?  & 
vejperi. 

.  ••  t 

An  Electuary  for  the  Poor * 

Confer v.  lujuU,  galega  ana  lib.  fs.  calendula 
lib.  j.  fheriac.  Londin.  iij.  boll  or  men.  vitriol  & 
E  iv.  cum  fyr.  limonum  q.f.  conficiatur  El  eft.  Dof 
&d  Z  ij.  vel  iij. 

An  Antipefilentid  Confection, 

;  ?•  ^  \ 

f  Fame,  for  von.  Hi  fan.  petaftid .  coHtrayer - 

4^4  3  ij.  helemij  tormentilU  ana  J  fs.  angelica j 
chehaonia^  mat.  ana  3  j»  is.  bacc .  Junip.  prap.  libo 
fs.  fummit.  rut  a  py.j.fem.  cardui 3  cm  4/24  5  ij, 
affundc  p.  dun s  aceti  famine.  &  tertiam 
fpr .  Ami  opt.  inf uf  one  pcratJd  &  cxpreffione,  liquor 
igne  lento  evaporctur  fere  ad  mellagihcm :  ext  radii 
liD-i  js:  adde  thmac*  Eondin.  ^  ij.  fs»  arm.  terrd 

f  £  Iff 
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fgillata  ana  §  j .for.  fidp  hurts  3  v.  fucci  Kermes  ^  ij< 
conferv.  lujula  lib.  j.  cum  fyr .  limon .  /i  F.  Fleil. 
mo  lie  ^  Dof.  ad  quantit.  nucis  my  rifle  a  mat.  tery 
vel  fap'ms  de  die. 

Anti-pejtilential  Fills* 

Vg  Extraff.  rad.  he  lenity  angelicly  contrayerva 
ana  J  j.  adde  extract-,  alb.  glycyrrh.  3  iij.  fior t 
fulph.  ad  quatuor  faltem  vices  jublim.  5  ij.  C.  C.  phi - 
lofoph.  calcin.  fem .  citri  pulverise,  ana  3  ).  Us.  falls 
fcordiiy  abfynth.  ana  9  ij.  cum  f.  q.  picu  liquids  F • 
majfa  pro  pilulisy  Dof.  ad  3  fs.  vel  9  ij,  mane7  & 
hord  fomni. 

Antifejlilential  Elixir  Proprietatis. 


B£  Croci  Angl.  opt.  p,  is.  extrah.  tinhluram  cum 
aq.  ulmarUy  j  cab  lofty  cardui  •  vel  me  Ufa  f  q. 
additis  fpir.  fulphuris  aliquot  guttis  ad  leviufcu - 
lam  acid  it  at  em  :  liquor  per  chart  am  emPcreticam 


agatur y  in  coiatwi a  ad  lentum  B.  calorem  diijolve 
Aloes  pellucid  a  e  vefca  ^  iy.  per  fataceum  lift - 
i  eum  hand  it  a  rarum  tr  aj  iciatwr  liquor  e  deinde  F. 
condenfatio  ad  eimdem  caloremy  acquifitd  pilularum 
molhuj  cut  arum  conffentiay  adde  myrrh  a  purijfma 
3  vij.  for.  vel  magifierii  pradpit.  Benzoin  3  iij.. 
falls  C.  C.  5  ij.  cum  fyr.  f ambus,  q.  f  F.  majfa  mi- 
de  pil’d  a  formentur ,  Dof  ad  9  ij. 


Loseenpe’f 
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Lozenges  agahoft  the  Plague *- 

IJ!  Ext  raff,  rad .  angelic  a  ,  oh  contrayerva  5  j. 
ex/r.  liquiritia  5  iij.  flor .  ful flour  is  myrrhat . 

h.  e .  czrtfz  myrrhd  fublim .  5  v.  oL  cinnam. gutt.  viij.. 
fac ch arum  cry flaliin.  ad  duflum  omnium  f  on  dus^  cum 
mucilag.  gum  tragacanth .  fcordii  far  at.  q.  f 
F.  TabclU  farva  fabling ; 

SOME  tiled  every  Morning  to  fw allow 
a  Clove  or  two  of  Garlick  ,  and  many  eat 
Unripe  Walnuts  pickled.  The  following 
Draught  was  of  admirable  Service  : 

v  — 1  -  j* 

5^  r<?/kr.  camfhorata  ^  ij.  oft . 

j?  j.  j/z  quihus  dijfolve  bol.  arm.  oft.  3  ij.  Wdk  /pr. 
fcabiofa  fimfl.  5  11  j.  Ad.  S.  F.  haufius. 

SOME  old  Kurfes3  as  themfelves  have 
informed  me,  for  an  Antidote  gave  human 
Excrements  ^  but  for  the  Efficacy  of  this 
.  Secret,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.  Some  found 
Benefit  by  drinking  of  Urine  but  many  who 
have  thought  themfelves  by  thele  Means 
fo  well  fortified,  would  venture  themfelves 
too  inadvertently  into  Danger,  without  any 
neceffary  Occailon,  to  the  great  Hazard  of 
their  Lives. 

P  3  BUT 
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BUT  in  thefe  precautionary  Directions, 
it  is  to  be  particularly  advertifed,  that 
Aftringents  of  any  Kind  whatioever,  as  Bole , 
fe tiled  Earth,  Lcmnlan  Earthy  Coraly  See.  are 
not  to  be  given  to  Maidens,  and  Women 
in  their  monthly  Courfes,  for  Fear  they 
ihould  occafion  Obftruftions,  and  other  bad 

*  V- 

Diforders:  Thole  Remedies  alfo  are  as 
much  to  be  blamed  which  force  this  Eva¬ 
cuation  by  thinning  the  Blood  too  much, 
and  irritating  the  Uterine  VeiTels :  And 
lathy,  in  the  Prefervation  as  well  as  the 
Cure,  the  Seafons  oi:  the  Year,  Sex,  ConfH- 
futioh,  Age,  &c.  are  carefully  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  to. 

V' 

BUT  before  I  proceed  further.  Grati¬ 
tude  obliges  me  to  do  juftice  to  the  Ver- 
tues  Oi  Sacky  as  it  delervedly  is  ranked  a~ 
mongft  the  principal  Antidotes,  whether 
it  be  drank  by  it  fell,  or  impregnated  with 
vEorrtywoody  jlii^ehceiy  &c.  for  I  have  never 
yet  met  witli  any  T  hing  fo  agreeable  to 
the  Nerves  and  Spirits  in  all  my  Experience. 

1  nat  which  is  beft  is  middle-aged,  neat, 
fine,  bright,  racy,  and  of  a  Walnut  Fla- 
your  *  and  it  is  certainly  true,  that  during 
the  late  fatal  Times,  both  the  infefted  and 

the 
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the  well  found  vaft  Benefit  from  it,  unleis 
they  who  ufed  it  too  intemperately  •,  many 
indeed  medicated  it  with  various  Jlexipbar - 
mick  Simples. 

I  T  remains  that  we  now  fay  feme  what 
concerning  the  Ufe  of  'Tobacco,  whole  Vei- 
tues  for  this  Purpofe  are  extreamly  cried 
up  by  Diemehrcoeck,  and  feme  others  ^  but 
whether  we  regard  the  narcotick  Quality 
of  this  American  Henbane  or  the  poiibnous 
Oil  which  exhales  from  it  in  Smoaking , 
or  that  prodigious  Difcharge  of  Spittle 
which  it  occafions,  and  which  Nature  wants 
for  many  other  important  Occafions  *7  01, 

Jaftly  ^  the  Exercife  it  gives  to  the  Lungs  in 
drawing  it  ^  befides  the  Aptitude  of  the 
pefbhentiai  Poifon  to  be  taken  down  along 
with  it,  and  the  Irklomenefs  or  ins  Scent , 
I  muft  conrefs  my  felt  at  Uncertainties 
about  it m,  though  as  to  my  felr,  1  am  its 
profeiTed  Enemy,  and  was  accuftomed  tQ 
fupply  its  Place  as  an  Antidote  with  Sack. 

W  E  now  then  come  to  external  Reme¬ 
dies,  amongid  which  Amulets,  and  Gharafieis, 
demand  the  firft  Notice:  It  muft  indeed 
be  granted,  that  it  is  no  new  Cuftom  or 
Contrivance  to  hang  thefe  Charms,  made 
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various  Ways,  about  many  Parts  of  the 
Body,  but  what  Vertues  thefe  Things  havq, 
is  worth  home  Enquiry. 

I  T  hath  obtained  with  many,  that  Na¬ 
ture,  or  the  Soul  of  the  World,  hath  irn- 
preffed  upon  fome  certain  Bodies  a  very 
diffufive  magnetic  k  Vertue  \  whereupon  fome 
Adepts  have  afcribed  to  many  of  thefe  Bodies 
a  Faculty  of  expelling  Poifons.  Others  con¬ 
ceit,  that  both  artificial  and  natural  Poifons 
do,  by  a  certain  Sympathy,  when  outwardly 
applied,  draw  away  every  Thing  that  is 
detrimental  to  the  Conftitution;  after  the 
Manner  as  Amber  attra£ls  Straws,  and  (as 
they  report  of  the  Snake -ft  one)  imbibe  its 
Venom  :  Some  others  again  contrive  Amulets 
of  Spices,  to  invigorate  Nature,  and  fup- 
port  her  againft  the  Enemy. 

I  think  it  proper  to  give  my  Opinion  of 
this  Matter  •  with  Submiffion  therefore  to 
thefe  great  Men,  I  cannot  eafily  come  into 
a  Belief  of  any  Advantages  to  be  had  from 
this  Practice  *  for  moft  of  the  Efforts  afcri_ 
bed  to  them,  is  rather  from  the  Power  of 
Imagination,  qr  owing  to  fome  manifeft  Pro¬ 
perty.  Furthermore,  it  hath  religfoufly  ob¬ 
tained  among  ft  many  People,  that  Difeales 
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are  to  be  driven  away  by  painting  Cha rafters 
upon  the  Body  ;  but  it  is  ftrongly  to  be  fu- 
fpefted,  that  this  Praftice  hath  been  altoge¬ 
ther  owing  to  Jugglers,  and  Perfons  addifted 
to  infernal  Arts  *9  for  what  medicinal  Virtue 
can  there  be  in  a  Figure  ?  It  feems  to  me, 
that  becaufe  the  Sacred  Myfterles  of  our  Art 
were  anciently  defcribed  by  Bkroglyfihich , 
the  Populace,  who  were  ignorant  of  their  Sig¬ 
nifications,  miftook  them  for  Charms  againft 
a  Plague,  and  other  grievous  Difeafes,  and 
they  propagated  their  Delufion  down  to  Po¬ 
tted  ty* 

THERE  are  innumerable  Preparations 
of  thefe  Charms  or  Amulets  to  be  met  with 
in  the  Writings  of  feveral  Phyficians  ;  but 
I  fhall  take  it  to  have  fufficiently  difcharg- 
ed  my  Duty  here, .  to  mention  thofe  only 
which  were  ufed  by  our  own  Country  Peo¬ 
ple-  the  principal  of  which  was  a  Walnut 
filled  with  Mercury  ;  for  it  is  certain  that 
many  did  promife  to  themlelves  Se-* 
Ciirity  from  the  Dignity  of  this  Metal, 
which  to  them  feemed  to  be  the  Parent  of 
all  others;  others  again  expefted  great 
patters  from  its  Volatility,  notwithflandiog 
it  was  thus  inclofed,  thinking  that  the 
natural  Heat  of  the  Body  would  draw  fuch 
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Vertues,  as  would  fecnre  them  from  the 
infection.  But  much  the  greater  Number 
were  fupplied  with  arfenical  Amulets,  from 
Em  pi  ricks  and  Mountebanks  ;  thefe  were 
compounded  of  Arfemck  alone,  with  Wax; 
or  had  many  other  Things  added  there¬ 
unto,  appropriated  to  the  Difeafe.  One 
of  the  chief  Forms  of  this  Kind  is  the 
following  : 

§£  'Diclamni  cret,  pulv.  9  vij.  pulv.  fmapi  Z  fs. 
Benzoin*  Z  if  Arfenici  veri  Z  iij.  ol.  cinnam.  gutt* 
vj].  cera  opt*  5  v.  cum  mucilag.  gum.  tragacanth. 
dceto  rofac*  par  at .  F.  pajla,  unde  placenta  mult  if  or  ~ 
pies  dcpjitica  parentur,  ad  pondus  Z  ij«  vel  iij.  cor- 
dis  regioni  admovenda ,  hnteo  Jenco  prills  involute. 
For  it  commonly  prevailed  among#  the 
Populace,  that  Arfenick ,  by  fome  magnetic!: 
Vertue,  draws  away  all  Poifon,  especially 
that  or  a  Peftilence.  I  he  wearing  alio  of 

a  died  load  was  a  mighty  Secret  with 
fome. 

BUT  to  give  my  Thoughts  concerning 
tne  good  or  bad  Effe£Ls  of  thefe  appended 
Remedies,  I  do  not  remember  any  one  who 
had  their  Expectations  anfwered  thereby  ; 
out  many  confiding  too  much  in  them, 
negieaed  other  more  neceffary  Means  of 
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Prefervation,  and  brought  themfelves  into 
great  Hazard  of  their  Lives  by  wearing 
them  *,  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  which  I 
met  with  in  an  elderly  Lawyer,  who  upon 
wearing  an  Arfenical  Amulet  upon  his  Breafl:^ 
had  a  peftilential  Carbuncle  rife  under  it, 
the  third  Day  after  which  he  died.  In 
lome  others  large  Veftcations  appeared, 
not  from  any  Venom  drawn  out,  but  from 
the  Cauftick  Quality  of  the  Charm  it  felf, 
and  the  Communication  of  its  own  Poifon 
to  the  Part:  What  Madnefs  was  it,  in 
ffuch  a  terrible  Calamity,  to  put  the  Hazard 
of  Life  upon  fuch  idle  and  ridiculous  Ex¬ 
periments  ? 

•  t  •"  0- 

BUT  to  pafs  over  fuch  Baubles,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Means  that  are  conformable  to 
Reafon,  and  the  Rules  of  Medicine,  IJfues 
are  not  to  be  forgot  *  for  by  thefe  all  kinds 
of  Impurities  are  allowed  to  flow  out  along 
with  the  peftilential  Poifon,  as  through  an 
‘  open  and  ready  Paffageg  and  the  more  of 
thefe  little  Ulcers  are  made,  the  better,  al¬ 
though  their  Largenefs  may  anfwer  as  well 
as  more  in  Number  that  is,  if  they  are  big 
enough  to  hold  4,  6  or  8  Peas  together. 
If  any  one  hath  a  Mind  for  two  I  flues,  let 
pne  be  made  in  the'  left  Arm,  and  the  other 
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ia  the  oppofite  Leg.  And  as  for  the  Ufe» 
fulnefs  of  thefe,  l  can  fpeak  it  of  my  own 
Experience,  that  whenfoever  I  was  moft  befet 
with  pefHlential  Fumes,  in  the  Courfe  of  my 
Buiinefs,  I  could  then  immediately  perceive 
a  ftooting  Fain  in  my  Iffue,  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  an  ill  conditioned  Matter  difcharge 
from  it  •  and  this  I  always  looked  upon  as 
a  fore  Warning  to  have  timely  recourfe  to 
jikxifharmicks.  < 

GREAT  Service  was  iikewife  found  in 
the  Prefer  vat  I  on  again#  the  PeEilence,  as 
well  as  in  its  curative  Part,  by  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  Eliflersj  and  keeping  them  open  a 
good  while. 

H  A  V I  N  G  thus  come  to  a  Conclufxoi^ 

1  think  it  not  amifs  to  recite  the  Means  which 
I  ufed  to  preferve  my  felf  from  the  Infe’ftion, 
during  the  continual  Courfe  of  my  Buiinefs 
among  the  Sick. 

A  S  icon  as  I  role  in  the  Morning  early, 

I  took  the  Quantity  of  a  Nutmeg,  of  the 
dffti-feftiiepHal  Electuary  *,  then  after  the  Dif- 
patch  of  private  Concerns  in  my  Family 
I  ventuied  into  a  large  Room,  where  Crowds 

Cozens  t0  bu  in  waiting  for  me* 

and 
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and  there  I  commonly  fpent  two  or  three 
Hours,  as  in  an  Rofpital,  examining  the  fe-* 
veral  Conditions  and  Circumftances  of  all 
who  came  thither }  fome  of  which  had  Ul¬ 
cers  yet  uncured,  and  others  to  be  advifed 
under  the  firft  Symptoms  of  Seizure  *  all 
which  I  endeavoured  to  difpatch,  with  all 
poffible  Care  to  their  various  Exigencies. 

AS  foon  as  this  Crowd  could  be  dif- 
charged,  I  judged  it  not  proper  to  go  abroad 
faffing,  and  therefore  got  my  BreakfaR : 
After  which,  till  Dinner-time,  I  viiited  the 
Sick  at  their  Houfes  ^  whereupon,  entring 
their  Houfes,  I  immediately  had  burnt  fome 
proper  Thing  upon  Coals,  and  alfo  kept  in 
my  Mouth  fome  Lozenges  all  the  while  I 
was  -examining  them.  But  they  are  in  a 
Miffake  who  report  that  Phyficians  ufed, 
on  fuch  Occafions,  very  hot  Things  ^  as 
Myrrh ,  Zedaary ,  Angelica ,  Ginger ,  &c.  for 
many,  deceived  thereby,  railed  Inflammations 
upon  their  Tonfils-  and  greatly  endangered 
their  Lungs. 

I  further  took  Care  not  to  go  into  the 
Rooms  of  the  Sick  when  I  fweated,  or  were 
fhort-breathed  with  Walking  ^  and  kept  my 
Mind  as  com  poked  as  pofiible,  being  fuffici- 

ently 
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ently  warmed  by  fucli,  who  had  grievcmfly 
fullered  by  Uneahnefs  in  that  RefpeT.  After 
feme  Hours  Vifiting  in  this  Manner,  I  re¬ 
turned  Home.  Before  Dinner,  I  always 
drank  a  Glafs  of  Sack,  to  warm  the  Stomach, 
refreih  the  Spirits,  and’  diihpate  any  begin¬ 
ning  Lodgment  of  the  Infe&ion.  I  chofe 
Meats  for  my  Table  that  yielded  an  eafie 
and  generous  Nouriihment,  roafted  before 
boiled,  and  Pickles  not  only  fuitable  to  the 
Meats,  but  the  Nature  of  the  Diftemper- 
(and  iudeed  in  this  melancholy  Time,  the 

»  j 

City  greatly  abou  titled  with  Variety  of  all 
good  Things  of  that  Nature)  I  feldom  like- 
wife  role  from  Dinner  without  drinking  more 
W ine.  After  this,  I  had  always  many  Per- 
fons  came  for  Advice:,  and  as  foon  as  I 
could  difpatch  them,  I  again  vifited  till 
Eight  or  Nine  at  Night,  and  then  concluded 
i/ie  Evening  at  Home,  by  drinking  to  Cheer¬ 
fulness  oi  my  old  favourite  Liquor,  which 
encouraged  Sleep,  and  an  eafie  Breathing 
through  the  Pores  all  Night.  But  if  in  the 
Day-time  I  found  the  leaft  Approaches  of 
the  Infeftion  upon  me,  as  by  Giddinefs 
Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  Faintnefs,  I  imI 
rnediately  had  Recourle  to  a  Glafs  of  tin's 
w,ne.  which  ea%  drove  ,heie  LLtg 
Diforders  away  by  Tranfpira  ion. 
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YET  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Inie- 
£Hon,  I  found  my  felf  Ill  but  twice  *,  but  was 
foon  again  cleared  of  its  Approaches  by  thefe 
Means,  and  the  Help  of  fuch  Antidotes  as  I 
kept  always  by  me. 

BUT  to  conclude,  it  may  not  be  impro¬ 
per  to  take  Notice,  that  the  Citizens  much 
accuftomed  themfelves  to  certain  Compoii- 
tions  for  keeping  off  the  Infection,  by  con¬ 
tinual  Smelling  to  them  ^  the  chief  amongft 
which  was  the  following. 

s  .  .  w  .  ...  '  , ; 

Ijl  Tulv.  rad •  angelica ,  fummit *  rorifm .  &  la- 
vendula  cum  floribus  ana  5  ij.  caryofhyll,  Z  iiij«- 

labdani  fur  iff*  Styracis  ana  5  iij.  omnibus  prop.  in 

* 

commixtione  adde  oL  nucis  mofch.  per  expreff.  Z  j. 
Is.  oL  llgni  rhod .  9  ij.  camphor  a  Z  fs.  mofchi  g’r- 
viij.  cum  cera  opt *  p *  f.  F.  mafia*  Some  like- 
wife  would  fmell  to  Galbanum ,  Oil  of  Worm¬ 
wood,  or  Rue,  as  alfo  the  Oil  or  Spirit  drawn 
from  Pitch,  and  dropped  upon  Cotton,  to  be 
kept  in  a  clofe  Ivory  Box.  Yet  I  could  not 
fb  much  approve  of  thefe  Things,  as  they 
were  ufed^  becaufe  they  fo  much  dilated 
the  Pores  of  the  olfactory  Organs,  as  to  give 
more  Liberty  for  the  pelt  hernia*.  Miafmata  to 
pafs  in  along  with  them. 
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THE  Purification  of  Houfes  was  con¬ 
trived.  to  be  done  feveral  Ways:,  but  what 
I  moft  approved  of,  was  in  placing  a  Cha- 
fing-diili  in  the  Middle  of  a  Room,  or  the 
Entries,  or  Windows,  where  proper  Things 
were  burnt,  and  exhaled  all  round.  Quick¬ 
lime  wag  likewife  thrown  into  the  follow¬ 
ing  DecotHon. 


Fol.  Scordiij  Angelica  ana  M.  iij.  fuminit. 
laurij  rzita,  lavenduU  ana  M  j.  Is.  flor .  rofar. 
pallid,  fambuci  ana  p.  ij.  calami  aromat.  5  v.  Ca- 
ryophyll.  Contuf.  5  iij.  F.  decoCHo  in  duabus  p.  aq* 
fmt.  ct  tenia  aceti  rofac.  vel  Sambnc.  conjimiliter 
ac  lagentij  a  rnucore ,  &  fitu  calcis  extinctions  mun- 
dantuTj  tta  ut  liquorum  inditum  amplius  vitient ,  & 
corrumpant .  For  as  foon  as  the  Lime  is  thrown 
in,  it  raifes  a  very  penetrating  Steam,  which 
feemed  very  likely  to  deferoy  the  Efficacy 
Ol  the  pefidlential  fldiafmata.  For  the  Erne 
Purpofe  likewife  were  the  following  very 
judicioufly  contrived. 


Salts  petra  lid.  j.  Sulphwis  iij.  benzoin* 
Syr  acts  Jirnul  liquati .  ana  q.  f.  ut  formentur  f. 
‘Trochijc .  deb.  exiccandi. 


Ft  n 


f  i  n  i  s, 


